
           OFFICIAL 
January 11, 2010 

 
 

LINCOLN SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 

MINUTES  
 

DATE:  December 3, 2009 
PLACE:  Lincoln Middle School 
  152 Jenckes Hill Road 
  Lincoln, RI  02865 
TIME:  7:00 PM – Open Session 

 
 

School Committee Members Present:  Elizabeth Robson, Chair; Kristine Donabedian, Vice Chair; Richard Battistoni, 
Tracey Cavanaugh, Mary Anne Roll, Julie Zito 
Absent:  Mary Varr, Clerk 
  
Others Present:  Georgia Fortunato, Superintendent; Eric Banville, Mark Gadbois, Margaret Knowlton, Monique Latessa,  
Jeannine Magliocco, Kevin McNamara, Angelo Mencucci, Lori Miller, William Skitt, Melinda Smith, Joyce Ruppell; 
Attorney Benjamin Scungio 
 

 
Opening Ceremony 

 
Right to be Heard – None. 

 
I.       Approval of Minutes 

a. November 9, 2009 Executive Session 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Zito.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 

b. November 9, 2009 Monthly Meeting 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Zito.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

II. Correspondence 
a.  Letter received by Chair from Charter Review Advisory Commission 

The Chairwoman reported receiving a letter from the Charter Review Advisory Commission and she has 
referred it to the Policy Committee. 
 

III. Superintendent’s Report 
a. Citations 

Superintendent Fortunato announced the Middle School Boys’ Soccer Team is the 2009 State Champion 
team.  She reported she had received a call from an official at the game who indicated she should be 
proud of the sportsmanship shown by the team.  Roll and Zito presented team members with jackets and 
certificates.  Superintendent Fortunato introduced Representative Rene Menard who presented the team 
with a citation from the House of Representatives.  He also noted the team will be invited to a January 
session to be recognized on the House floor. 
 
Superintendent Fortunato recognized the High School Boys’ Cross Country Class B Champions.  
Battistoni presented team members with citations. 
 
Superintendent Fortunato recognized the High School Girls’ Field Hockey team for the Division 1 
Sportsmanship Award.  Robson presented team members with citations.  The Superintendent 
congratulated all three teams stating they bring pride to the schools. 
 

b. Lincoln High School Student Update 
Principal McNamara introduced students Tom Carroll, Matt Mennucci, Justin Bradbury, Kelly Bogdanski 
and Benjamin Potter.  The students spoke about their interests in journalism and writing columns for the 
paper as well as editing the paper and putting together a video and their web site. 
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c. Champlin Grant Award Update 
Superintendent Fortunato reported they had received a $100,000 Champlin award to create a broadcast 
studio at the high school.  McNamara recognized Mrs. Smith, Mr. Schofield and Mrs. Picozzi, as well as 
Superintendent Fortunato for her support.  Schofield commented this will take the journalism program to 
an amazing new height. 

d. H1N1 Update School Clinics 
The Superintendent reported six clinics were held and each one has been a success.  She thanked the 
eight nurse teachers, administration and support staff.  The remaining schools are the high school and 
middle school.  More information will be coming from RIDE on a second clinic for students under 10 years 
of age. 

e. Financial Report/Charter Schools Update 
Lori Miller reported there is no change in the Charter Schools.  She is still projecting a zero variance 
through November.  She is concerned about the substitute line with the H1N1 virus and they also 
experienced long term illnesses with the staff.  Tuitions and purchased services are of concern.  She is 
still going through the new Chart of Accounts.  Miller noted that it has been a warm November which is 
good for the utilities.   

f. 403(b) Adoption of Plan Document 
Miller reported a year ago the IRS regulations had changed for third party administrators.  There was a 
modification in June that incorporates loans and will be accepted by the third party administrator.  Motion 
to approve the Plan adoption as viewed in the packet by Zito.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  
Motion carried 6-0. 

g. Approval of School Closure – FELC 
Motion to approve by Roll.  Seconded by Donabedian.  Rick Battastoni noted it was a difficult decision for 
him as his daughters began their education journey there.  He reluctantly will vote yes and hopes to 
reopen the school some day.  Mary Anne Roll reported she received a couple e-mails from people who 
thought Fairlawn was a community.  The community has changed, but it is the people that create a 
community.  Julie Zito stated she understands financially it is a necessity but she respectfully can’t vote 
for it.  The Chair noted they are all deeply saddened.  It was vote to approve.  Motion carried 5-1, with 
Zito voting against.  

h. Out of State Field Trip Request 
Lincoln High School Ski and Snow Board Club to Killington, VT  December 19, 2009. 
Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Ski Club to Eastbrook, VT, January 9, 2010 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Lincoln Middle School Team Eight to New York City, April 30, 2010 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

IV. Civic Use of Buildings 
a.   Talent America – Talent Show 
 Lincoln High School, February 14, 2010 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

V. Personnel Recommendations 

 a.  Joyce Ruppell    From:    Principal, Fairlawn Early Learning Center 
Resignations 

      49 Pojac Point    Effective: June 30, 2010 
      North Kingstown, RI 02852 

Superintendent Fortunato presented this resignation with regret.  Motion to approve with regret by Roll.    
Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
December 3, 2009 
Page 3 
  
 
                 

 
Retirements 

a. Robert Svitil     From:  Industrial Technology – High School 
211 Angell Road    Effective: June 2010 
Lincoln, RI 02865 
The Superintendent noted he is a 30 year veteran. 
 

b. Mary McGuinn    From:  ESL Teacher – FELC/NELC/Northern 
33 Connors Farm Drive   Effective: June 2010 
Smithfield, RI 02917 

        The Superintendent noted she is a 25 year veteran. 
 

c. Rita McCann    From:  Grade 6 – Middle School 
650 East Greenwich Avenue  Effective: June 2010 
West Warwick, RI 02893 

        The Superintendent noted she is a 21 year veteran. 
 

d. Kathryn Williamson    From:  Mathematics – High School 
46 River Avenue    Effective: June 2010 
Wakefield, RI 02879 
The Superintendent noted she is a 26 year veteran. 
Superintendent Fortunato noted that all the retirees would be honored at the June School Committee 
meeting.  Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Zito.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0.  

 

 a.  Jeffrey Bitton    From:  Science – High School 
Leave of Absence Requests 

      73 Beckwith Street    Effective: 10/5/09 – 1/20/10 
      Cranston, RI 02910      Medical Leave 
      Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Zito.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 b.   Rita McCann    From:  Grade 6 – Middle School 
       650 East Greenwich Ave, Bldg. 5-206 Effective: 9/14/09 – 12/23/09 
       West Warwick, RI 02893     Medical Leave 
       Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

 a.   Michael Tuorto    To:  LTS Science – High School 
Long-Term Sub Appointments 

       3 Meadow Avenue    Effective: 10/19/09 – 1/20/10 
       North Providence, RI 02911   Salary:  M-1 - $13,366.81 
       Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 b.   Karen Recene    To:  LTS Grade 6 – Middle School 
       75 Austin Street    Effective: 10/13/09 – 12/23/09 
       Wakefield, RI 02879    Salary:  B-3 - $11,996.38 
                   Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Cavanaugh.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

 a.  Mary Ann Canning McComiskey  From:  1.0 HS Social Worker 
Position Reduction 

      985 Great Road    To:  .8 HS Social Worker 
      Lincoln, RI 02865    Effective: December 8, 2009 – end of school year  
      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

 a.    Rachel Boisvert    To:  .2 HS Social Worker 
Teacher Appointment 

        32 Fanning Lane    Effective: December 8, 2009 – end of school year 
        Greenville, RI 02828   Salary:  M-1 - $5,865.64 



 

        Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Zito.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
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 a.  Christopher Vachon    To:  Assistant Wrestling Coach 
Co-Curricular Appointments 

      9 Kirkbrae Drive    Effective: 2009-2010 Athletic Season 
      Lincoln, RI 02865    Salary:  $3,059.00 
      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 b.  Hope Ausiello    To:  Drama Advisor – High School 
      245 Old Wood Road    Effective: 2009-2010 school year 
      North Attleboro, MA 02760   Salary:  $1,592.00 
      Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

 a.  Bruce Macksoud    To:  Additional Duties 
Other 

      21 Ducarl Drive    Effective: October 2009 – January 2010 
      Lincoln, RI 02865    Stipend: $4,000.00 
      Motion to approve by Roll.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
  
   VI.      Awarding of Bids – None. 
 
   VII.     Salary Warrants 
  November 5, 2009  $1,166,058.44 
 Motion to approve by Donabedian.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
  November 19, 2009  $1,177,826.78 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
  November 25 2009  $129,511.94 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
   VIII.    Expense Warrants 

Superintendent Fortunato reported that Principals McNamara and Knowlton, Melinda Smith and herself will be 
embarking on a trip to China Sunday.  They will be visiting Beijing and schools in Shanghai.  Only $852 per 
person will be spent out of the professional line.  All other expenses will be paid for by the Confucius Institute of 
Bryant University.  They each paid for their own Visa at $150 and their own vaccinations at $50.  That is the only 
expense the district is incurring for such a wonderful experience in which they will be getting $100,000 back in a 
grant.  The Superintendent wanted the Committee and the community to be aware of that before voting on the 
invoices. 
 

December 3, 2009  $954,034.91 
Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Donabedian.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
 Capital Reserve 
  December 3, 2009  $3,500 
 Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Battistoni.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
    IX.     Old Business – None. 
 
    X.  New Business 
  a.  Code of Conduct – Staff/Student Relationship Policy – First Reading 
                   Motion to approve by Zito.  Seconded by Roll.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 

Roll asked how strictly they would adhere to the policy regarding gifts for teachers from parents.  The 
Superintendent stated they wouldn’t be that specific at this time.  Battistoni noted it is a new policy, not a 
replacement. 
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XI.  School Committee Reports 

Roll reported the District Wellness Committee met and were updated on their Heart Healthy Walk and they had a    
chance to look at the new Wellness Website which will be a good resource for staff, students and parents.  They 
are encouraging staff members to become involved in Shape Up RI. 
 
Robson reported attending the RIASC meeting and they talked about the budget and regionalization.  Last night’s 
meeting with Smithfield, North Smithfield and Burrillville was postponed.  They will be meeting on how to get 
together and save. 
 

     XII.  Community Comments 
 Mary Ann Canning McComiskey wished Mrs. Ruppell the best noting she will be missed.  She also commented 
on losing four experienced teachers.  McComiskey commented on the closing of Fairlawn and that she was 
saddened not to have the full day kindergarten.  She asked the Committee to rethink that. 
 

  XIII.  Adjourn 
  Motion to adjourn by Zito.  Seconded by Cavanaugh.  All in favor.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 

 
______________________________________   ____________________________   
MARY VARR, CLERK                   DATE 
 
 

 
 

  
  


