
Little Compton School Committee 

Date: March 4, 2015 

7:00 Open Session 

Little Compton School Department 
28 Commons, Little Compton, RI 02837 

(Gymnasium) 
 

-Minutes- 
 

      Call to Order: 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm 
        
     Present: 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Polly Allen Chair Present  
Tom Allder Committee Member Present  
Lori Craffey Vice Chair Present  
Peg Bugara Committee Member Present  
Patrick McHugh Secretary Present  
Kathryn Crowley Superintendent Present  
John McNamee Business Manager Absent  
Cheryl Sylvia Secretary to the School 

Committee 
Present  

Attorney Ronald 
Cascione 

School Attorney Present  

 
I. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: 

 
The pledge was taken 
 

II. Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion made by P. Allen, seconded by T. Allder to remove Anderson letter and 
to vote on certified staff retirement separately.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Minutes February 5, 2015 
Bills and Payroll Included in packet 
Cash 
Disbursements 

Included in packet 



Correspondence Mr. Anderson discussed his APRA letter which raised 
concerns pertaining to open meeting practices and 
procedures which have been included as 
correspondence.  This item will be placed on the agenda 
for next month with a discussion on how this item is being 
handled.  P, Bugara suggested to direct the 
Superintendent to set the date for the meeting with the 
Attorney General so that this issue can be handled. 
 

Information Included in packet 
Other:  

• Home 
School Plan 

Grade 5 Student, Superintendent Recommendation 

 
Motion made by P. Allen, seconded by P. Bugara to Approve the Consent 
Agenda. Unanimously approved. 
 
Extension of Cert. 
Staff 
 
 
Summary: Motion 
Failed 3-2 

Motion made by P. Bugara, seconded by T. Allder to 
extend the certified staff retirement from June, 2015 
to June, 2016 
 
Roll call vote:, P. Bugara-nay; L. Craffey-nay;  P. 
Allen-aye, P. McHugh-aye T. Allder-nay. 

 
 

III. Public Input:  
 
The Chair indicated that public input would be allowed throughout the meeting. 
 

IV. Superintendent Report: 
 
PARCC Testing Mrs. Crowley explained the beginning of PARCC testing 

and the Administration supports the Testing but respects 
parents’ wishes to exclude their children from taking the 
testing. 
 

Snow day Make-up 
Plan 

Mrs. Crowley discussed the make-up of snow days with 
the proposal to the Commissioner to add 22 minutes to 
the school day for 15 days will give us the equivalent of 1 
day of school. 
 

Financial Report Included in packet. 
Attorney Meeting Mrs. Crowley reported that she and Ms. Sylvia attended 

a meeting with Atty Scungio to review agenda models 
which comply with the OMA. Att. Scungio will be making 
suggesting to modify minutes of meetings as well. 

Joint Meeting with 
Portsmouth 

Mrs. Crowley reported  that there will be a joint meeting 
with Portsmouth School Committee on March 24, 2015 
 



School Committee 
 

V. Committee Reports: 
 
Portsmouth School 
Committee 

T. Allder, reported the details of the Portsmouth School 
Committee meeting.   

Recreation 
Committee 

No Report Given 

Wellness Committee No Report Given 
Special Committees  

a. Partnership 
for Success 

R. Elwell discussed the grant for prevention 

 
VI. Discussion Items: 

 
PARCC Testing, 
requested by P. 
Bugara 

P. Bugara commended the Superintendent for the way 
she handled the PARCC testing and the ability for 
parents to opt out for their children. 
 

Opening of the 
Gymnasium, 
requested by P. 
McHugh 

Discussion continued on opening the gym on 
Saturdays and Sundays. 
 
P. McHugh is working with Mr. MacGregor on the 
details of this effort to open the gym during the winter. 
 
P. McHugh requested that the school committee to 
support this effort. 
 

School Climate 
Survey, requested by 
P. McHugh 

P. McHugh discussed the school climate survey. 
 
P. McHugh indicated that a climate survey can be 
conducted by the LC Prevention Coalition for free. 
 
Mrs. Elwell indicated that she cannot do a climate 
survey and that the LC Prevention Coalition 
commissions this task out since they are not qualified 
to evaluate the survey information. 
 
A member of the Public commented on school climate.  
Andrea Phillips (community member) spoke on the 
school climate. 

 
VII. Action Items: 

 
Consider and Vote on 
the Snow Day Make-
up Plan 
 
Summary: Motion 

Motion made by L. Craffey, seconded by P. Bugara  
to Approve an increase of time in the school day by 
22 minutes for the remainder of the school year, 
subject to the approval of the RI Commissioner of 
Education. 



passed 5-0  
Motion was unanimously approved. 
 

Consider and Vote to 
Post the 
Superintendent 
Position 
 
Summary: Motion 
passed 4-1. 
 
 
 
 
Summary: Motion 
failed 3-2 

Motion made by P. Allen, seconded by P. McHugh to 
commence a search for a Superintendent and for the 
Chairperson to appoint a search committee. 
 
 
Roll call vote:  P. Allen-aye, T. Allder-aye, P. McHugh-
aye, L. Craffey-aye, P. Bugara-nay. 
 
Motion made by P. Bugara, seconded by L. Craffey to 
postpone the superintendent search and appointment 
of the search committee, L. Craffey. 
 
Roll call vote: Bugara-aye and Craffey- aye, P. 
McHugh-nay, T. Allder-nay, P. Allen-nay. 
 
The Chair appointed search committee members 
comprised of the School Committee plus six 
community members: Luke Driver, Andrew Moore, 
Emitt Hayes, Jean Dunn, Bill Richmond and Diane 
MacGregor, Luke Driver. 
 

Consider and Vote to 
Reorganize the 
School Committee 
 
 
 
 
Summary: Motion 
Passed 5-0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary Motion 
failed 2-3 
 
Summary: Motion 
Passed 3-2 

Motion made by L. Craffey, seconded by T. Allder to 
consider and vote to reorganize the school 
committee. 
 
L. Craffey read the attached statement. 
Allder read the attached a statement. 
 
Motion made by P. McHugh, seconded by T. Allder to 
extend the time to adjourn the meeting until 10:30 
P.M. 
 
 
The Committee thereupon took up the motion to 
reorganize the School Committee. 
 
Motion made by P. McHugh, seconded by P. Allen to 
postpone the vote to reorganize the School 
Committee.  
 
Roll call vote: T. Allder-aye, P. Bugara-aye, L. 
Craffey-aye, P. Allen-nay, P. McHugh-nay.   
 
Roll call vote on main potion:  T. Allder-aye, P. 
Bugara-aye, L. Craffey-aye, P. Allen-nay, P. McHugh-
nay. 
 

Consider and Vote to 
Nominate Officers for 

Motion made by P. Craffey, seconded by T. Allder to 
elect T. Allder as chair. 



the School 
Committee 
 
Summary: Motion 
passed 3-2 
 
 
 
 
Summary: Motion 
passed 3-2 
 
 
 
Summary: Motion 
passed 3-2 
 

 
 
 
 
Roll call vote: T. Allder-aye, P. Bugara-aye, L. 
Craffey-aye, P. Allen-nay, P. McHugh-nay. 
 
 
Motion by P. Bugara, seconded by T. Allder to elect 
as Vice Chair. 
 
Roll call vote: T. Allder-aye, P. Bugara-aye, L. 
Craffey-aye, P. Allen-nay, P. McHugh-nay. 
 
Motion made by T. Allder, seconded by P. Bugara to 
elect P. McHugh as Secretary. 
 
Roll call vote: T. Allder-aye, P. Bugara-aye, L. 
Craffey-aye, P. Allen-nay, P. McHugh-nay. 
 

 
VIII. Adjourn: 

 
Consider and Vote to 
Adjourn. 
 
Summary: Motion 
passed 5-0 

Motion made by P. McHugh, seconded by P. Bugara 
to adjourn 
 
The Committee voted unanimously to Adjourn the 
meeting at 10:17pm 
 

 


