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LITTLE COMPTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
LITTLE COMPTON, RHODE ISLAND 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
Date:   February 5, 2015 
15 
Place:  28 Commons 

School Commons Area,  
Little Compton, RI 02837  
 

Attendance: P. Allen, P. Bugara, P. McHugh, T. Allder, L. Craffey, K. Crowley, J. 
McNamee 

 
 

Minutes 
Time: 6:30PM EXECUTIVE SESSION(Library Media Center): Personnel RIGL: 

42-46-5(1) and Collective Bargaining Negotiation RIGL: 42-46-5(a)(2).  
On a motion made by P. McHugh, seconded by T. Allder it was unanimously 
voted to seal the minutes and it was noted that no votes were taken. 

Time: 7:00 PM  OPEN SESSION (Held in Commons Area) 
 
I. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
II. Vote on Consent Agenda Items1*: On a motion made by P. Allen, seconded by L. 

Craffey it was unanimously voted to approve the consent agenda with the Bills and 
Payroll pulled out and the correspondence pulled out. On a motion made by P. 
McHugh, seconded by T. Allder it was voted 4-1 (Bugara opposed) to pull the 
Anderson correspondence. 

• Minutes, January 14, 20, 21, 22, 2015 
• Bills and Payroll: There was a question about the xmas lights on the bills 

and P. Allen asked Mr. McNamee to look into it further.  T. Allder indicated 
that he felt that the questions should be asked to Mr. McNamee before the 
meeting.  On a motion made by P. Allen, seconded by P. Bugara it was 
unanimously voted to approve the Bills and Payroll. 

• Cash Disbursements 
• Receive and file correspondence – included in packet: A further   

explanation about the Anderson Open Meetings letter was explained and it 
was explained that the attorney is responding.  On a motion made by P. 
McHugh, seconded by T. Allder it was unanimously voted to put the 
Attorney letter on the next agenda.  

• Information – included in packet 
 
V. Public Input: E. Kinane indicated that there were mistakes made for agenda 
postings in the month of January.  T. Allder responded that everyone is human and mistakes 
                                                 
1 Consent Agenda items will be voted upon by a single vote. 
*Consent Agenda-All items listed with an asterisk(*) are considered to be routine by the School Committee and will be 
enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a committee member or citizen so 
requests in which event the item will be withdrawn from the General Order of business and considered in the normal 
sequence on the agenda. 
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happen.  The meetings were posted correctly within 48 hours which is the requirement.  J. 
Osborne indicated concerns about a study made about the cleaning required for the building. 
 
VI. Principal Report: J. Arruda 

• After-School Programs: Mr. Arruda spoke about the after-school programs.  
Basketball is very popular with the students.  Winter track is taking place in 
the building after school. Chess club is also taking place grades 3-4. Lego 
club is also going on for grades 2 & 3. Drawing class, drama club, sea 
perch program 7 & 8, Gardening 4,5 & 6.  Grades 1 & 2 have been using 
the greenhouse.  Our school will have a pond and a butterfly garden and a 
turtle farm.  In addition, volleyball will start soon along with LAX, mock trial. 

• Professional Development: Finalizing pd in math. PD for science will also 
take place soon. Great improvement is being made in ELA and there has 
been great success in grade 3 

• Field Trips: Upcoming field trips are as follows:  Washington: Grade 8, 
Philadelphia: Grade 7.  LCEF will be paying for the Band to go to the 
Boston Pops. Grade 3 will be going to the Boston Museum of Science. 

• Classroom Highlights: J. Arruda is looking into bringing back customs that 
we were not able to do while in the Pods.  We will be having a Science Fair, 
a smart gallery of art. Highlighting students with specific talents.  Every 
quarter a student will be highlighted in writing.  It is intended to share these 
with the community throughout town. There will be a walk for respect from 
South Shore. We will be celebrating April Friends day instead of April Fools 
day.  In addition, there will be a BMX presentation and anti-bullying. 

• Awards:  Mrs. Fitz received the Crystal Apple Award. 
 
VII. Finance Report, J. McNamee:  A financial report was given.  A slight surplus (about 

2K) may be recognized.  Still trying to get a handle on the utilities in the building. 
 
VIII. Portsmouth School Committee: T. Allder: Last school committee meeting 
was very brief.  Most of the talk was about enrollment.  The PHS would like to have a joint 
meeting with the LC school committee on March 24, 2015. 
 
IX  Recreation Committee: T. Allder : The Recreation Committee is in the process 

of working with the architect for plans. 
 
XI.                 Discussion Items: 

• School Calendar:  A discussion took place pertaining to the calendar and it 
was noted that the students would start before Labor Day.  In addition, there 
will be no elimination of February vacation. 

• Budget 2015-2016: this is a 4% budget. 
• Request Form for Agenda Items: L. Craffey 
• School Committee meeting date change from March 11, 2015 to March 4, 

2015. 
• Teacher Survey: Patrick McHugh: A discussion took place pertaining to 

conducting a teacher survey. P. McHugh discussed reasons for conducting 
a survey and the importance of a survey for the teachers. P. Bugara raised 
specific points and reasons that she does not support the survey. P. Bugara 
also feels that our school is small and that it would not be filled out correctly 
nor would it be anonymous. P. Allen indicated that she feels it would be a 
disservice to our students and staff to not conduct a survey. L. Craffey 
indicated that surveys should be done scientifically and done in the right 
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process, which could be very costly. P. Bugara does not think the survey 
presented would service our school. P. McHugh would like to make a 
decision after meeting with Portsmouth and after J. Dunn talks with the 
teachers. This item will be brought back on the agenda for next month as a 
discussion item. T. Allder would like to speak with a company that develops 
surveys. 

• Opening the Gym on weekends update: Patrick McHugh: P. McHugh 
discussed the idea of opening the gym on weekends.  P. McHugh is 
recommending opening the gym for 4 hours on Saturday and Sunday.  He 
would like to have this open October thru March.  The concern is the 
supervision.  This will be back on the agenda for March when Mr. 
MacGregor is back. 

 
XII:                  Action Items:  

•  Consider and Vote the appointment of School Legal Council: On a motion 
made by T. Allder, seconded by P. Bugara it was voted approved 3-1 
(Allen & McHugh opposed). 

• Consider and Vote on the School Calendar 2015-16 with February vacation 
included. On a motion made by T. Allder, seconded by  L. Craffey it was 
unanimously voted 4-1 (Bugara opposed) to approve the school calendar 
for 2015-16. 

•  Consider and Vote on the proposed School Budget 2015-16. On a motion 
made by P. McHugh, seconded by P. Bugara it was unanimously voted to 
submit the proposed school budget. 

• Consider and Vote on the Request Form for Agenda Items: On a motion 
made by P. McHugh, seconded by P. Bugara it was unanimously voted to 
approve the Request Form 

• Consider and Vote to change the school committee meeting from March 11, 
2015 to March 4, 2015. On a motion made by P. McHugh, seconded by T. 
Allder it was unanimously voted  to approve the change in the meeting 
dates. 

 
XIII.    Adjourn. 

• Consider and Vote on Motion to Adjourn: On a motion made by P. Allen, 
seconded by L. Craffey it was unanimously voted to adjourn at 9:13pm 

 
N.B. Disabled person(s) needing an interpreter or copy of the minutes should notify 

the School Committee Secretary at 401-635-2351 at least two (2) days prior 
to the meeting. 

 
Posted:   SOS: 2-2-15      School: 2-2-15  Town Hall: 2-2-15 
 


