
Redevelopment Agency of Woonsocket

Meeting Minutes

June 4, 2013

	

Attending Members: Albert Beauparlant, Doug Brown-Chairman,

Steven Thibault

Also Attending: Matthew Wojcik-Economic Development Director,

Pierre Rondeau, Esquire and Linda Plays.

Call to order:   Meeting called to order by Chairman Brown at 8:13

a.m.

Review and Approval of Minutes: MOTION was made to approve the

minutes of May 14, 2013 as presented by Beauparlant and seconded

by Thibault.  All in favor

Old Business: Wojcik spoke about making a chart of “blighted”

properties for members with the following information: Address, Plat

and Lot, Picture of the Property, etc. other pertinent information. 

Rondeau cautioned that although some of these structures may not

be “pleasing to the eye”, but are good taxpayers; he is leery about

“cherry picking” and not be subjective.  Chairman Brown spoke

about the junk yard on River Street and how it’s gradually being



cleared of junk vehicles.  Wojcik believes that is part of North

Smithfield. Wojcik said the agency can only operate in a designated

area and must be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  Wojcik

would like to layout as many targeted bundles of areas needing

redevelopment instead of constantly going back to the

Comprehensive Plan.  Wojcik agreed that it needs to be more than

cosmetic decay to make the determinations of projects for the

Redevelopment Agency.

Chairman Brown also talked about parcel of land in Highland

Corporate Park owned by the agency and having a conversation with

Summer Infant for a suggested alternative for parking issue for the

business.

School Properties:  Wojcik said he is in the process of setting up a

tour of the Social Street School with an interested developer.  He

would extend the invite for members if they wanted to join him.

Wojcik still feels confident that the focus should be in this area

because the former Social Street School has the most potential for

development.  The Chairman agreed that this could be a template

moving forward. 

 

Agency Request:  Chairman Brown spoke again about the importance

of the agency being added to the City’s General Liability Insurance



Policy. He spoke about a case that went back several years, and

discussed that this is something that should be addressed in the very

near future in the best interest of the agency and its members.

New Business:  Beauperlant talked about concerns with the Longley

Building and the RI Hospital Trust Building.  Wojcik said the hope is

to use the zoning code overlay for the Main Street area and not the

agency as the vehicle for improvement.

Other Business: The Chair set the next meeting as June 18, 2013.

Adjournment: Chairman Brown adjourned the meeting at 9:28 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by,

Linda S. Plays

Recording Secretary


