
 

 

New Shoreham Town Council 

Town Hall, Old Town Road, New Shoreham 

Wednesday, February 9, 2011 

4:00 p.m. 

 
Present: Second Warden Raymond J. Torrey, Town Councilor Peter B. Baute, Town Councilor 
Kenneth C. Lacoste and Town Councilor Richard P. Martin.  First Warden Gaffett was absent due to 
family illness.  Town Manager Nancy Dodge was present.  Town Clerk Fiona Fitzpatrick was present to 
take the minutes of the meeting. 
 
Second Warden Torrey called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   
 

1. Report of the Town Manager 

• Administration 

• Finance 

• Public Works 
 

Town Manager Nancy O. Dodge reported.  

• 163 deer have been taken to date. 

• A comparison of 2009 and 2010 building permits: total permits 410 in 2010 and 419 in 2009; 
single family dwellings 7 in 2010 and 2 in 2009;  replacement dwellings 2 in 2010 and 4 in 2009; 
C.O’s 13 in 2010 and 32 in 2009; new apartments 6 in 2010 and 1 in 2009. 

• The modular house pieces stored at Town Beach belong to the Gaye’s off High Street, Offshore 
Trucking brought the boxes to the Island, the Gaye’s will receive a bill from the Town.  

• The new budget schedule calls for presentation to the Town Council at regular monthly meeting 
on Monday, March 7, 2011 at 7:00 p.m., budget work session on Wednesday, March 9, 2011 at  
4:00 p.m., another budget work session (if necessary) at the interim March Council meeting 
Wednesday, March 16, 2011 at 7:00, and the budget public hearing at regular Town Council 
meeting Monday, April 4, 2011 at 7:00. 

• Surveyor Dave Hilbern is establishing the location of Cooneymus Road; his work will take 
another week or two.   

• John Gasner is trying to raise money to rebuild the Spring House Pump House. 

• RI DOT Director Michael Lewis will be sending an engineer to the Island to look at the work on 
Corn Neck Road and sidewalk in New Harbor.  Mr. Martin asked that the DOT reengineer the 
drainage on Ocean Avenue adjacent to Harbor Pond (Trim’s Pond). 

• Jim Geremia is still waiting for biologist’s report on the land in front of the National.  It is 
required for the CRMC application (which will come to the Town Council).  

• Charlie Vandemoer of Fish and Wildlife came to the Island for a discussion of deer management.  
He met with the Town Manager and Police Chief.  Possibility of deer hunting on the Bean, Boaz, 
Kerr properties and USFW property at North Light.  Anticipated that USFW will meet with Deer 
Task Force and have a public hearing or a series of public hearings between now and April when 
the Town sets hunting dates.  USFW has shifted from their 2002 broad deer management plan to 
more specifically local management.  BI deer management may or may not include hunting.  The 
First Warden is pursuing the same topic with the DEM.   

• There is no need for a closed session for contract negotiations; Dr. Baute and Town Manager 
Dodge reported they were very satisfied with this week’s meeting and will have something to 
present shortly.  Department head budgets are due in on Friday.   

• John Hopf’s letter in the BI Times generated a $500 grant for snow fence/dune restoration from 
the Block Island Conservancy. 

• The Old Harbor Dock work is proceeding on schedule and on plan.  Engineer was out last 
Thursday, the location of the old Harbormasters shack has been staked. Under the agreement 
with Filippi’s the new building may not go south or west of the old location.  The Army Corps of 
Engineers is planning to start on the east dock next fall.   

 

2. Town Council brainstorming/planning discussions:  

Consider reactivation of Great Salt Pond Ad Hoc committee / GSP monitoring and/or study needs 
Goals discussed were water testing, pond quality monitoring, pond restoration, dredging in aid of 
flushing, and proactive action for the health of the Great Salt Pond.  Membership could be drawn from 
the Committee for the Great Salt Pond, the Shellfish Commission, the Conservation Commission, 
Wastewater Inspector and Harbors Commission.   
 



 

 

Ray Torrey said he would speak with Ann Cunningham to get some feedback; the Council asked that 
Conservation, Shellfish, and Harbors be asked for comment.    
  
Review issues/needs related to $750,000 renewable energy grant from Washington County Regional 
Planning Council. (budget development, proposed statewide moratorium on land based wind turbines > 
50’) 
New Shoreham was awarded $750,000 in federal funding from a grant written by the Washington 
County Regional Planning Council’s Director Jeff Broadhead.  The federal funds came through the RI 
DOE.  Mr. Broadhead knows the Island needs a feasibility study for which it does not have funds, he has 
discussed grant parameters with RI DOE Director Ken Payne.  It has been determined the grant can only 
be used for wind, not solar.  It can only cover 25% of entire project.  The project may be reconfigured 
into two parts: a development study (budget to be drawn up as soon as possible) and construction.  
Funds must be expended by March 2012.  The project may be on municipal or private property.   
 
The EUTG met Monday with Jeff Broadhead.  The EUTG will create a development study timeline 
through the end of March, 2012 and report back to the Town Council.   
 
In a related issue, the Town wants to be excluded from any statewide moratorium on land based wind 
turbines.   
 
The Town Manager’s evaluation was postponed. 
 
At 5:05 Dr. Baute moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Martin. 
 
 Ayes: 4 (Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 Absent: 1 (Gaffett) 
 
 
 
Minutes approved March 16, 2011 
 
 
Fiona Fitzpatrick, Town Clerk 


