New Shoreham Town Council Meeting
Wednesday, May 19, 2010
Town Hall, Old Town Road, Block Island RI
7:00 p.m.

Present: First Warden Kimberley H. Gaffett, Second Warden Raymond J. Torrey, Town
Councilor Peter B. Baute, Town Councilor Kenneth C. Lacoste, Town Councilor Richard P.
Martin and Town Manager Nancy O. Dodge. Town Clerk Fiona Fitzpatrick took the minutes of
the meeting.

First Warden Gaffett called the meeting to order at 7:00.

Warden’s Report: First Warden Gaffett reported the CRMS’s May 11 meeting on the
expansion of Champlin’s marina been rescheduled to May 27, 2010. Ms. Gaffett wants people to
let her know what aspect of the Ocean SAMP’s research would be an interesting topic for an
informational meeting on the Island this June.

Public Input: Joanne Hutchins requested the potholes in Old Town Road be repaired. The
Town Manager said the road crew has filled the holes several times. A permanent fix is just
around the corner. Miozzi Paving will come out the first week in June to repair the first 100 feet
of Chapel Street and about half Old Town Road. The road crew will fill the holes before the
holiday weekend.

Public Hearing: Proposed amendment to New Shoreham’s Revised General Ordinances,
Chapter 8, Licenses and Business Regulations, Article VII. Motor Vehicles for Hire,
Section 8-166 Chauffeur’s License Required

First Warden Gaffett recused because her brother is licensed under the ordinance.

Second Warden Torrey called the hearing to order at 7: 10. He read the proposed ordinance,
which would reduce the number of drivers for each taxicab from five (the owner and four relief
drivers) to four (the owner and three relief drivers) and require chauffeurs to affirm they read and
understand TNS taxi rules and regulations. The proposed ordinance:

8-166-(d) No more than feur (4 three (3) persons holding valid New Shoreham
chauffeur’s licenses shall drive, operate or be in charge of any such taxicab in addition to
the owner of the taxi license for a total of four (4) drivers. The Town Clerk is hereby
authorized to issue to any person who meets the criteria of 166(b) and who is authorized
by a taxi license holder and who has read, understands and signs an acknowledgement of
the Town of New Shoreham’s Taxi, Limousine or Charter Bus rules and regulations, with
no more than fewr4 three (3) chauffeurs per license other than the license holder, a
New Shoreham chauffeur’s license.

MVFH Chair Vincent McAloon presented the Town Council a petition requesting a change from
four to two relief drivers. The petition was signed by 48 people including 27 taxicab owners.
Mr. McAloon said the MVFH Commission received the petition, discussed the issue, and
ultimately made a recommendation to change the ordinance to allow three relief drivers. MVFH
Commissioner Richard Gann spoke in support of the change. Mark Emmanuelle (#1 on the taxi
waiting list) spoke against the ordinance. He wants two relief drivers if the owner drives and
only one relief driver if the owner does not drive. Fran Migliaccio spoke in opposition to the
change, her husband does not drive his cab and she has already hired four drivers. A lengthy
discussion ensued. Dr. Baute asked how many Block Island drivers would lose their jobs if the
ordinance takes effect.

MVEFH Chair McAloon, speaking for the MVFH Commission asked the Council to withdraw the
phrase “and who has read, understands and signs an acknowledgement of the Town of New
Shoreham’s Taxi, Limousine or Charter Bus rules and regulations.” A brief discussion ensued.

Mr. Martin moved to approve the amendment to New Shoreham’s Revised General Ordinances,
Chapter 8, Licenses and Business Regulations, Article VII. Motor Vehicles for Hire, Section 8-
166 Chauffeur’s License Required, as advertised and recommended by the Commission on
Motor Vehicles for Hire, but without the phrase “and who has read, understands and signs an
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acknowledgement of the Town of New Shoreham’s Taxi, Limousine or Charter Bus rules and
regulations.” The motion was seconded by Mr. Lacoste.

Ayes: 2 (Torrey, Martin) Nays: 2 (Baute, Lacoste) Abstain: 1(Gaffett)
Motion did not carry.

Mr. Lacoste moved to approve the ordinance advertised but as without the phrase “and who has
read, understands and signs an acknowledgement of the Town of New Shoreham’s Taxi,
Limousine or Charter Bus rules and regulations” to take effect May 15, 2011. Motion
seconded by Mr. Martin.

Ayes: 3 (Torrey, Lacoste, Martin)  Nays: 1 (Baute) Abstain: 1 (Gaffett)

1. Act on recommendation of the Shellfish Commission re: annual shell fishing closure
No one was present from the Shellfish Commission to answer questions about how they
determined the health or quantities of soft-shell clams and why they recommended the harvest
prohibition.

Mr. Lacoste moved to accept the recommendation of the Shellfish Commission and adopt the
annual shellfish closure and a prohibition on harvesting soft-shell clams from June 15, 2010 to
June 15, 2011. Motion was seconded by Mr. Martin.

Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0

2. Act on 2010 Gaming Application renewals

Dr. Baute moved to renew the 2010 gaming licenses, pending Zoning Official approval and
verification that the number of games does not exceed the number permitted for the Albion Pub
(4 games permitted), Aldo’s Game Room (1 game permitted), Ballard’s Inn (6 games permitted),
Captain Nicks (4 games permitted), Champlin’s Resort (20 games permitted), Club Soda (8),
Empire Theatre, Inc.(20 games permitted), McGovern’s Yellow Kitten’s (5 games permitted),
National Hotel (6 games permitted), and Neptune House (3 games permitted). The motion was
seconded by Mr. Martin.

Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0

3. Receive and act on TNS Police Department monthly report: April

Chief Carlone was not available to present the report because he was on duty. Mr. Martin asked
if the number of alarms was decreasing. The Town Manager said State Fire Marshall Scott
Caron was working with the Town and had made progress. Cliff McGinnes said alarms at the
Old Harbor Pump Station and Sewer Plant are now working properly.

4. Discuss and establish process and timeline for considering amendments to the Town
Charter

First Warden Gaffett explained referenda questions for the November election must be submitted

to the Secretary of State’s office by August 4. A public hearing on the ballot questions must be

held by October 25. Council members discussed the process and agreed to agenda the Charter

changes for June 7 when they will decide which changes to go forward with.

5. Correspondence * Complaint from C. Warfel re: Shellfish Commission inaction on the
aquaculture portion of the Harbor Management Plan
The letter to the Shellfish Commission was received for informational purposes.

6. Update and Act on Old Harbor Dock Project Contracts (This discussion may be
held in closed session pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a)(2) for sessions pertaining to
litigation)

Ms. Gaffett said the town is in the process of reviewing the status of its contract with

Narragansett Dock Works, and a statement may be available after an executive session meeting.

At 8:30, Ms. Gaffett moved to enter closed session pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a)(2) for sessions

pertaining to litigation, with Town Manager Nancy O. Dodge, attorney Katherine Merolla via
telephone, Harbors Committee Chair Ted Merritt , Gary Hall who is the Chairman of the Harbors
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Committee subcommittee on Old Harbor Dock Construction, and Town Clerk Fiona Fitzpatrick
to take the minutes. The motion was seconded by Dr. Baute.

Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin)  Nays: 0
At 9:15, Ms. Gaffett moved to adjourn the closed session, seconded by Mr. Lacoste.
Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin)  Nays: 0

Ms. Gaffett said no motions were made during the closed session. The Town Manager reported
that Narragansett Dock Works, the low bidder for the Old Harbor Construction job, began work
in November, and in December petroleum was found in the area of the construction project. It
was an unforeseen condition, which required the project to be suspended. In trying to negotiate a
change order as a result of this unforeseen condition, the Town and NDW could not agree on
terms or pricing that the Town considered fair and reasonable and therefore the Town and
Narragansett Dock Works mutually agreed to terminate the contract. The Town has begun
conversations with the second place bidder, Reagan Construction Corp. The Town has received
verbal and email approval from DEM for a mitigation plan for Old Harbor. It is anticipated that
the schedule will not change: mitigation work will begin October 12 and take about 10 days, the
construction project will resume immediately thereafter to be completed by April 15.

At 9:30, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Lacoste and seconded by Mr. Martin.
Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin)  Nays: 0
Minutes approved: June 7, 2010

Fiona Fitzpatrick
Town Clerk
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