
  

   

MINUTES 
WOONSOCKET SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2010 
7:00 PM – OPEN SESSION 

Woonsocket Area Career & Technical Center 
Multimedia Room 303 

 
Call to Order / Moment of Silence / Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Marc Dubois, Chairman Present 

Eleanor Nadeau, Vice Chairwoman  Absent 
Linda Majewski    Absent 
Anita McGuire-Forcier   Present 
Vimala Phongsavanh   Present 
 

PUBLIC GOOD & WELFARE:   
 
Donna Houle, 130 Ward Street:  Announced that there will be no meeting in July for the School Success Coalition.  
Their next meeting will be on August 12th at the Harris Public Library from 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm.  They will be working 
on the “Family Matters Conference” being held on November 6th from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
Diane Engels, Chairperson for the School Nurse Teachers:  She expressed her full support of the Thundermist 
Health Hut coming into the high school this fall.  “The school nurses see this partnership as a tremendous benefit to 
the students, parents and the school.”  Engels listed the many benefits it would provide.  “It would be foolish to forego 
this free opportunity. 
 
Lee Scorobagaty, Bristol:  Spoke about the superintendent’s recommendation for termination of secondary principal 
Dr. Patrick McGee.  “Most of the faculty agrees that it would be terrible to remove him from his post as principal of the 
middle school.”  She spoke about all the positive changes that have taken place there over the past three years.  “To 
replace him with someone who doesn’t have the familiarity he has with the school would be very detrimental.  The 
forward momentum that the school has experienced has been under his leadership.  I feel that removing him will 
impact the progress we have been making.” 
 
Sandra Gasbarro, Retired Teacher:  She spoke in support of Dr. Patrick McGee, saying she knows what has taken 
place over the past five years at the WMS because she lived it.  Gasbarro read an article from the Providence Journal 
from 2005 regarding the WMS having a “toxic” environment, and that there was discord between the teachers and the 
administrators.  She read a more recent article on the WMS regarding the improvements the school has made, 
saying that Dr. Patrick McGee was instrumental in this positive change.  “We have moved the largest middle school in 
New England into two middle schools in the middle of the school year under his leadership.” 
 
Mike Sexton, Lincoln, WMS Teacher:  He has been at the WMS for a year, previously working at the high school.  
Sexton said there’s a lot more to consider when someone who has been so successful at the middle school has their 
contract terminated.  “It doesn’t look right.  It seems to be personal and smacks of politics.  It is just not the right thing 
to do.” 
 
Tracy Dorry, Retired WMS School Nurse:  She had been the nurse at the WMS for 25 years and had gone through 
a number of principals after George Gru left.  “We love Patrick.  It doesn’t make sense.  Why would you do this?  He 
has a faculty that is 100% behind him.” 
 
Kevin Conway, Science Teacher at WMS:  He asked for reconsideration of Dr. McGee’s termination.  Conway has 
been a middle school teacher there for six years.  He compared how the school was when he started and how it is 
now.  “It was poorly performing in many areas.”  He spoke about how well the students are performing now under Dr. 
McGee’s leadership.  “The WMS was one out of 20 who saw an increase in NECAP test scores in Science.  As a 
Science teacher, I have seen more than just improved scores.  I have seen more rigorous promotion strategies 
implemented.  Students must now pass science and social studies at least once during their three years at the WMS 
to be promoted.  Dr. McGee is on the Board of Public Middle School Administrators.  He has brought respect back to 
our school.  The image of the middle school has improved because of him.  Please reconsider his termination.” 



WSC Minutes Open Session   
July 14, 2010 

2  

 

RECOGNITIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Dr. Robert Gerardi 
Gerardi reported on behalf of Dr. Bedard at the WACTC that the WIA Summer Career Exploration Academy has 
begun and 72 students are enrolled. These students are earning money while learning about careers and reinforcing 
their numeracy and literacy skills. Students will participate in a number of field trips, including the University of Rhode 
Island, the New England Institute of Technology, the Center for Digital Imaging Arts at Boston University, and the 
Boston Museum of Science. Students will work on a culminating project, which will be the construction of a gazebo at 
the Career Center.  On behalf of Mr. Celio, Principal of Fifth Avenue, Gerardi recognized Estelle Bubble for her efforts 
in getting a freezer donated to Fifth Avenue School cafeteria. Estelle is also working to get other important items 
donated to the school. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  A. Forcier   2nd:  V. Phongsavanh (Unan. Approved) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   June 23, 2010 OPEN/CLOSED 
Motion to approve:  V. Phongsavanh    2nd:  M. Dubois (Unanimously Approved) 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:    
Motion to approve Consent Agenda with the Personnel addendum and addition of US Dept. of Education 
Conference for Carole Lerner:  A. Forcier  
  
2nd:  V. Phongsavanh      (Unanimously Approved) 

 
CONSENT AGENDA:   
 
1. Personnel Actions 

 Certified Appointments/Non-Certified Appointments & Addendum 
   

2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
Elco Electric Service Corp/Repairs/WACTC/Vocational Revenue 
Industrial Refrigeration Corp/Repairs/WACTC/Local 
Keystone Info Systems Inc./Annual Contracts-Financial Software/Business Office/Local 
Lindenmeyr Munroe/Paper for District-Wide Printing/Local 
RI Association of School Committees/Annual Dues/School Committee/Local 
 

3. Field Trip/Conference Requests 
Otis Air Base, Cape Cod, MA/AFJr.ROTC/WHS/Air Force Funded, Parent Support Group 
US Department of Education/Carole Lerner/Anaheim, CA/CCF Funded 
 

4.     Disposal of Obsolete Equipment  
 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA   

 
COMMUNICATIONS:    None 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   None. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    
 
1.    None 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Bid Awards: 

 
• Janitorial Supply - #11-02:  Motion to approve:  A. Forcier 2nd:  M. Dubois (Unan. Appr.) 

 
• Nursing Medical Supplies - #11-03 (REMOVED) 
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2. Rental Policy - Rental Charges of Building Usage – S. Busby 

 
Mrs. Busby reported that she and Peter Fontaine have reassessed the rental policy and will have a recommendation 
for the next meeting. 

 
3. Approval of Administrator’s Contracts – E. Nadeau, L. Majewski  - REMOVED 

 
4.    Approval of Non-Union Contract – E. Nadeau, L. Majewski – REMOVED 

 
5.    Superintendent’s recommendation for Secondary Administrative assignments based on consolidations  
       resulting in termination of employment of one Secondary level Administrator – R. Gerardi  (REMOVED) 
 

CONFERENCES:   Thundermist Health Hut – WHS:  Dave Bourassa, Chief Medical Officer for Thundermist 
Health Center for 12 years.  Bourassa gave a quick background on Thundermist and said that it provided high-
quality health care where it’s needed, regardless of ability to pay.  “The Woonsocket site is the oldest site at 40 years 
of being in service.  There were three school-based clinics in the past in Woonsocket, but they lost funding and they 
were discontinued.  We are looking to reestablish the one in the high school.”  Bourassa noted that a Teen Summit 
was held and something that came out was that losing the Health Hut was a great loss at the WHS.  “What we have 
found at our site on Clinton Street, is that teens aren’t as likely to go to a pediatrician if it’s not on-site.  Having a 
school-based clinic helps decrease absenteeism.  All students would be eligible and they wouldn’t have to pay a fee.  
They are seen by appointment and can only be seen if they have parental consent.  The clinics provide physical 
exams and immunizations.  They provide over-the-counter medications, sick calls, pregnancy tests and STD tests, 
and address other emergencies.  Other possibilities are dental care, such as routine cleaning.”  Mrs. Forcier asked 
when the appointments would be set up.  Bourassa said they would take place during class or study hall.  “We don’t 
have study hall anymore.  What about our strict attendance policy and missing classes?” Forcier asked.  Dr. Gerardi 
said that it would still be considered as being in school.  “Where would the clinic be set up?” asked Forcier.  Ms. 
Engels said she looked at them taking over their original office and she would move into a smaller office.  “It’s 
completely free for us?” asked Forcier.  Mr. Bourassa explained that it’s grant-funded right now and there is no cost to 
the school department.  They will seek other funding also so that there will be no cost to us in the future.  Mr. 
Garceau added that they are working to limit the amount of time students would be away from their classrooms.  Ms. 
Engels noted that students get excused from class to go to the nurse anyway.  “I would like to see something offered 
afterschool or before school for appointments,” said Forcier.  Bourassa said he could try to work the hours out with 
the staff that they have.  “We are committed long-term to this project and will find ways to continue to have it at the 
WHS,” said Bourassa. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Dr. Gerardi 
Gerardi announced that Summer School has begun at Woonsocket Middle School and there are 72 students 
enrolled.  He also announced that registrations for Kindergarten through Grade 5 only will begin on Thursday, July 22 
and July 29 and continue on August 5,12, and 19 at Harris Elementary School from 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon.   Parents 
can obtain a registration packet online at www.woonsocketschools.com.  Parents are asked to bring a birth certificate, 
proof of residence, immunization records, proof of lead screening, and Social Security and Medicaid Number, if 
available, to register their child.  Gerardi announced that Neighborhood Health is sponsoring a “BACK TO SCHOOL 
CELEBRATION” on Saturday, August 21, 2010, from 10:00am – 1:00pm at St. James Baptist Church on 340 South 
Main Street in Woonsocket and urged everyone to mark their calendars to attend this celebration.  There will be free 
entertainment, school supplies, activities and educational information for parents and students.   
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  A. Forcier   2nd:   M. Dubois (Unanimously Approved) 
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE GOOD & WELFARE: 
 
V. Phongsavanh:  Reported that she visited the CCF summer program for 80 students enrolled at Coleman 
Elementary.  “It was amazing seeing the kids put education and fun together.  They have a partnership with the 
Audubon Society and are also learning safe routes to school.  It’s a great program which is funded by a Nellie Mae 
Foundation Grant.”  She noted that CCF has put in a grant application for Expanded Learning Opportunities at the 
middle school level.  She thanked everyone for their support and said that the grant is due tomorrow.  “We have a 
pretty good chance of getting it.”  She also asked that all the computers in the district be set up to use 
www.goodsearch.com as their search engine and asked if she could receive the WSC agenda items electronically.  
Dr. Gerardi will look into it. 

http://www.woonsocketschools.com/�
http://www.goodsearch.com/�
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M. Dubois:  Extended his sympathy to Mrs. Nadeau and her family on the death of her sister.  Announced the calling 
hours are tomorrow from 7pm to 9 pm.  Asked people to spread the word about kindergarten registration starting and 
to please register prior to school starting.  Reminded the public that we had 80 students show up on the first day of 
school a couple of years that weren’t registered.  Urged everyone to attend the Back-To-School Celebration. 
 
A. Forcier:  Reported that she went to the City Council meeting recently with Atty. Robinson to make a presentation 
on the fair funding formula.  “It was great to see the light bulbs going on over the City Council’s heads about how the 
state is not funding us properly.”  She said to Dr. McGee at the last meeting that Dr. Gerardi is trying to not let 
anyone go.  “I know some people think it’s personal.  It’s financial—to my knowledge.”  She echoed what Chairman 
Dubois said about the kindergarten registration.  “Is there something we can get the Housing Authority to send out 
with their rent slips?” she asked.  Mr. Garceau had his secretary draft a letter to that effect today and is having it put 
on the school marquees.  Forcier thanked Dr. Bedard for writing the grant that’s providing summer jobs for our kids.  
Said that Mrs. Nadeau is in her prayers and thoughts.  “It was very sudden.” 
 
Mr. Dubois told everyone to double check the location of the next meeting.  He’s hoping it will be at the new middle 
school on Hamlet.  Mrs. Forcier told him that people have been telling her she’s not in the videotapes of the meetings 
and asked that it be addressed when they are in the new location. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.:  A. Forcier 2nd:  V. Phongsavanh (Unan. Approved) 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
 
 
Nancy G. Belisle, WSC Recording Secretary 
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