
MINUTES 
 WOONSOCKET SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2007 
 7:00 PM – OPEN SESSION 

Woonsocket Area Career & Technical Center 
Multimedia Room 303 

 
 

Called to Order by Chairman Marc Dubois 
Moment of Silence 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Marc Dubois, Chairman Present 

Allen Auclair Present 
Michelle Williams    Present 
Eleanor Nadeau    Present 
Anita McGuire-Forcier   Absent 

 

PUBLIC GOOD & WELFARE: 
 
Chairman Dubois announced that due to the lengthy meetings recently and not being able to finish the 
agenda, WSC and Public Good & Welfare will be limited to 5 minutes per person from now on: 
 
• Sandra Gasparro, Chair of WMS School Improvement Team:   Ms. Gasparro gave a report on school 

improvement activities taking place at Woonsocket Middle School in light of Progressive Support and 
Intervention status.  She discussed the means by which they are trying to achieve a better school learning 
environment and spoke about heterogeneous grouping of students.  Gasparro gave an update on new policies 
and initiatives that have been developed and discussed activities planned by various committees.  There are 
twelve committees in all. 

 
• Dr. Patrick McGee, WMS Principal:   Stated that there a many, many people who are working hard with the 

students at the WMS to make their school a school to be proud of.  “It has been nice to see some positive press 
recently in the newspapers.”  He mentioned fundraising activities, their March breakfast, and the Math Night that 
was currently in progress.  “Parents are there with students and working with their children’s teachers.” 

 
• Susan Dukesbury, grandparent of elementary student:  Voiced a complaint about her grandson’s elementary 

school and his recent suspensions.  She has custody of him and said he was recently rushed to the hospital from 
school and now she has gotten a bill for the rescue.  She received a letter about a meeting she was supposed to 
go to that was meant for someone else.  Apparently, they must have received her letter and she missed the 
meeting.  The grandparent was told to contact the superintendent’s office. 

 
• John Boudreau, WTG:  Stated that he deals with professional development for the union and spoke about 

something they are trying to run during the summer at the WMS on “Effective Classroom Management”.  
Teachers can get 15 hours of professional development credit.  The course will be offered during the Summer 
Academy.  More courses are being offered starting in April.  “The union is also helping the teachers to achieve 
good results for the WMS also.” 

 
• Richard DiPardo, WTG President:  Congratulated Ms. Gasparro and Dr. McGee on their excellent 

presentation.  “It’s amazing to see how far the WMS has come in the last three years.  There are so many good 
things happening there, I wish The Call would emphasize those things more.” 

 
• Denise Bouley, SELAC Co-Chair:  Announced a SELAC Meeting on April 5th from 6:30 to 7:00 pm, Cedar 

Center speaker will talk about the services they provide.  From 7:00 to 8:30 pm, they will hold their regular 
meeting.  A flyer will be going out to students and the agenda is on the website.  There is also literature available 
in the back for people attending the WSC meeting. 

 
• Marlene Smith, 7th Grade Social Studies Teacher, WMS:  Spoke about heterogeneous grouping at the WMS, 

saying it has been imposed on them by the state.  “It could probably work if the levels of the students aren’t too 
far removed from each other.  I am not the only teacher opposed to this.”  She begged the WSC to look into the 
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idea of heterogeneous grouping.  “It’s very difficult to put students who are two and three grade levels apart in 
the same classroom.  Students prefer to be with kids who are at or near their grade level.” 

 

RECOGNITIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Miriam Goodman (for Dr. Macera) 
Thanked the volunteers who went to Globe Park for Reading Day and named the community leaders who 
participated, such as:  Dr. Macera, Dr. McGee, Allen Auclair and many more.  Commendations went to Pauline 
Papino for organizing the bread-baking program at the WMS.  Congratulations to Mr. Cirisi, the Student Council, Villa 
Novan staff, etc., for the successful Fashion Show at the WHS.  Announced the meeting regarding the WMS bond 
referendum on March 21st at the WMS at 4 p.m. and urged everyone to attend and get involved. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  M. Williams  2nd:  E. Nadeau (Unanimously Approved) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  February 21, 2007 OPEN/CLOSED; February 28, 2007 OPEN/CLOSED 
 
Motion to approve:  M. Williams    2nd:  E. Nadeau (Unanimously Approved) 
 
Mr. Auclair noted that at the end of the minutes for the Open Session on Feb. 28th, there should be an indication that 
the WSC “recessed until the next meeting”.   
 

CONSENT AGENDA:    
Motion to approve Consent Agenda with the following exemptions:  M. Williams 
• Personnel Actions/ Non-Certified Appointments (bottom listing on Pg. 1):  Removed by A. Auclair 
• Purchases/Transfers Over $2k – GEM Plumbing/WMS Heating System Repairs:   Removed by M. Dubois 
• Field Trip/Conference Requests – Measured Progress Conf. & LRP Conf.:  removed by A. Auclair 
2nd:  A. Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 

 
1.  Personnel Actions   

Certified Appointments    
Non-Certified Appointments  
Hourly, Stipend & Extra-Curr. Positions-  Removed appointment on Pg. 1, bottom:  A. Auclair 

 
2.    Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 

Apple Computer/Computers/District/Local 
Association for Supervision & Curr. Dev./Supplies/WMS/Local 
Dell Computers/Computers/District/Local 
GEM Plumbing/Heating System Repairs/WMS/Local:  Removed by M. Dubois 
InFocus/LCD Projector/Mt. St. Charles/Title II Grant 
Kids Klub/Back Pack Program/Grants & Curriculum/Title I Grant 
Monsignor Gadoury/Prof. Dev./Monsignor Gadoury/Title II Grant 
Stenhouse Publishers/Edu.Supplies/Citizens/Local 

 
3. Field Trip/Conference Requests 

Alton Jones, Kingston, RI/Smile Club/Harris  
Measured Progress Conference, White River Jct., VT/Savoie, WMS, WHS, Harris/Measured Progress: 
      Removed by A. Auclair 
LRP Conference, San Diego, CA/McFee/Idea Grant:  Removed by A. Auclair 

 
4. Home Schooling Requests (3):   Ms. Ann Maldonado for Andrew, Gr. 8;  

M/M Roland Berthiaume for Courtney Palin, Gr. 11; 
Ms. Elizabeth Garrison for Frederick, Gr. 4. 

  

END OF CONSENT AGENDA   
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EXEMPTIONS TO CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS – Hourly, Stipend & Extracurricular Positions 
 
Mr. Auclair said he was unaware that the WED had Family Outreach and asked if that position would have any 
connection to the LEP local advisory committee.  Mrs. Goodman will check with Linda Filomeno. 

 
PURCHASES/TRANSFERS OVER $2,000:   *GEM Plumbing Heating System Repairs  
 
Mr. Dubois asked why the WED plumbers didn’t handle this repair.  Mr. Fontaine explained that the boiler cracked in 
the middle of the night and, since we didn’t have the parts needed on hand, GEM was able to come in and make 
repairs quicker.  One day of school was lost due to the problem. 

 
FIELD TRIPS/CONFERENCE REQUESTS:   
 
• Measured Progress Conference, White River Jct., VT 
• LRP Conference, San Diego, CA 
 

Mr. Auclair noted that one of the requests was on an old form dated 3/6/06.  The most current form is dated 10/06.  
He wanted to know if the requests for respective schools go through that building’s School Improvement Team and if 
there’s a way the SIT is informed about what’s approved.  Mrs. Goodman believes Mrs. Filomeno takes care of that 
and said that many times, the SIT Chair signs off on the requisition for the conference.  Auclair wanted to make sure 
the rest of the SIT knows about it and any other professional development information also. 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE EXEMPTIONS TO THE CONSENT AGENDA:  A. Auclair 
2nd:  M. Dubois   (Unanimously Approved) 

 
COMMUNICATIONS:   Discussion & Resolution of SELAC Bylaws – Denise Bouley, SELAC Co-Chair 
 
Ms. Bouley told the WSC she was looking for approval of the bylaws.  Mr. Auclair worked with SELAC to put the 
bylaws into place and he recommended approval. 
 
Motion to approve the SELAC Bylaws:  A. Auclair   2nd:  M. Williams (Unanimously Approved) 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   None 
 
Motion to take out of order New Business #2) Approval of Audit Report FY06:  M. Dubois  
Taken out of order by unanimous consent. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
2)  Approval of Audit Report FY06: 
 
Bernard Poirier of Parmelee, Poirier & Associates, LLP, was present and thanked Miriam Goodman for the help she 
put into assisting them to get this report.  “Things are as we expected them to be.  Everything was in good order.  The 
year closed with a small deficit; but overall, the WED still has a balance of $145,000.  The records were in order,” 
said Poirier.  Auclair asked what law requires the audit to be done.  Poirier told him it’s a municipal law to be audited 
every year.  “The city bids out for the audit firm every three years,” said Mrs. Goodman.  She explained to Auclair that 
the supplementary information included in the report was for the grants that the WED receives.  Mr. Dubois met with 
the auditors yesterday and there were zero recommendations.  “This is the second year in a row with no 
recommendations.  It’s a testament to Mrs. Goodman that this has been happening,” said Dubois.  Poirier added that 
they are very impressed with the professionalism of Mrs. Goodman.   
 
Motion to approve:  M. Williams     2nd:  E. Nadeau  
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes)   4 yes.  Motion passed. 
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CONFERENCES: 
 
1) Approval of DARE Program for Elementary – Captain Lee – Woonsocket Police Department 
 
Ken Marcotte & Irwin Harris from the WPD gave a PowerPoint presentation on the history of the program and 
explained what the program is about.  They believe this program can make a difference and will give it their best 
effort.  Auclair asked if the WED’s two Resource officers are included in the DARE training.  Harris told him they 
aren’t.  He asked if this program had come before the WSC a while ago.  Mrs. Goodman explained that it was 
approved back then and is in place in our schools.  When asked how the program is funded, Lisa Carcifero from the 
Woonsocket Task Force on Substance Abuse told him that one of the task force’s grants is paying for it.  The grant 
runs out in three years and the WTFSA will be looking for continued funding after that.  Auclair asked about 
evaluation of the program.  Carcifero said that there are evaluation components built into the program.  Mr. Dubois is 
glad to see it back in our schools.  “The kids learn to build trust and confidence in the police officers.  They will 
confide in you once they do,” said Dubois.  He thanked Ms. Carcifero for all her hard work. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  M. Williams   2nd:  A. Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 

 
2) Approval of Positive Initiative Reports FY07 for each School beginning March 28th and ending June 27,  

2007  (10 - 15 minute Faculty/Student Presentations) 
 
THIS ITEM WAS TABLED. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:     
 
1) Amendment to Facilities Handbook –2nd  Passage – P. Fontaine 
 
Mr. Auclair wanted to make sure something would be sent out about the revisions.  Mr. Fontaine assured him there 
would be. 
 
Motion to approve:  E. Nadeau     2nd:  M. Williams  
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes)   4 yes.  Motion passed. 

 
2) Amendment of Policy P8-5C to Reflect Change to Facilities Handbook – 2nd  Passage – P. Fontaine 
 
Mr. Dubois noted that this item was listed incorrectly under New Business.  It is actually before the WSC tonight for 
2nd passage. 
 
Motion to approve 2nd Passage:  M. Williams   2nd:  A. Auclair 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes)   4 yes.  Motion passed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:    
 
1) Bid Award:  
 
• #07-14 Electric Scissor Lift:   Recommendation was made to reject all bids.  The WED intends to identify a   

 smaller piece of equipment that would meet our needs and fall within the budgetary constraints. 
 

Motion to reject all bids:  M. Williams    2nd:  M. Dubois 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes)   4 yes.  Motion passed. 
 
• #07-18 Drop Ceiling-WHS:    W. H. Peppes General Contractor was the recommended vendor.  These tiles are  

  for the basement area.  New lighting will be purchased with the money saved on the tile purchase. 
 
Motion to award the bid to W. H. Peppes General Contractor, Inc., of Lincoln, RI for the total amount of 
$15,215:  A. Auclair 
 
2nd:  M. Williams  Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes)  4 yes.  Motion passed. 
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4)  Approval of Tardiness Policy for Woonsocket High School Handbooks – 1st Passage – G. Nasuti, Principal 
 
Mr. Nasuti asked for this change in policy at the WHS, adding that they have been struggling for years with tardiness 
to school.  “It’s a national problem.  A NEASC recommendation was for us to look into it.  Our rate of tardiness has 
increased.  Up to 200 students a day are late.  It has doubled in the last year.  With this new policy, they will be sent 
to the cafeteria if they are late.  The reason is that these students are constantly disrupting the teachers as they come 
in.  Teachers do attendance online at the beginning of the block.  We have two sets of students:  1) kids who get to 
school early for breakfast and then hang around and get to class late; and 2) kids who stop at the local businesses to 
get something.  We need to hold these students accountable.  The consequences of detention don’t bother them 
because they don’t want to go home.  It becomes a management nightmare because we are chasing kids down a 
month later,” said Nasuti.  Auclair asked if Atty. Ackerman had reviewed this policy.  Nasuti said he hadn’t.  Auclair 
was concerned because in the handbook it says that teacher detention is for the 1st to 5th offenses.  “That policy is 
already in place,” said Nasuti.  Mr. Auclair was concerned that we are going to drive students out of the building.  “If 
we are suspending a student out-of-school for not coming to school, you defeat the purpose.  I feel that a large part of 
the kids aren’t paying attention and once this policy is in place, they will get to class on time.  The kids who are 
habitually late, we can then work with.  There will be a part of the population that just doesn’t care.  Many staff 
members are supportive of this change,” said Nasuti.  Auclair referred again to the handbook, saying that students 
are given a zero for the day if they are more than 20 minutes late to class.  He would approve the policy change until 
the end of the school year, and then review it to see if it was effective.  He said it should also be moved into the 
district policy manual.  “We have an extreme problem with hallway traffic in the morning.  Kids that get a late pass are 
often unsupervised in the hallways until they get to class because teachers are in their rooms teaching,” said Nasuti.   
 
Marlene Smith added, “Somewhere during my time at the WMS, the tardiness policy changed and if a student brings 
in a note about their alarm clock not going off, it’s excused.  It’s the same kids all the time.  You will probably be 
seeing something regarding this issue from the WMS as well.”  Donna Houle asked about inclement weather and kids 
who are occasionally late—if that would be taken into consideration also.  Nasuti said they would make allowances in 
the case of inclement weather or if the student has a legitimate excuse. 
 
Motion to approve with a review to be done over the summer:  M. Williams 
2nd:  E. Nadeau  Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes)  4 yes.  Motion passed. 

 
5) Approval  SC Policy/Gifts –1st  Passage 
 
Mrs. Nadeau added a revision to #2 of the policy to make it read as follows:  “No person subject to this policy 
shall accept a gift from any union with which the Woonsocket School Committee bargains collectively, any provider 
of services or goods, or from any agent or representative thereof. 
 
Mrs. Nadeau said that most of the people she has heard from are very supportive of this policy.  Auclair asked how 
this policy can be enforced.  “The people involved need to know that they cannot receive gifts and must return 
anything that they receive.  We need to police ourselves,” said Nadeau.  Auclair said that he will be asking that the 
WSC adopt the WSC Code of Ethics.  John McLaughlin, WMS teacher, asked about receiving gifts from students.  
“Even if it’s from a 3rd grader and the mother makes something we have to return it?  There needs to be some 
common sense,” he said.  “If it’s kept in the classroom and not taken home, it should be okay,” said Dubois.  Williams 
said that where she works, they cannot accept gifts under any circumstances.  Mr. Dubois said he will support this 
policy, but doesn’t want it to give the impression that anything improper has occurred.  “Common sense should 
prevail,” he said.  He questioned getting something from a school such as free tickets to an event, etc., adding that he 
always makes a donation to whatever cause it’s for.  Atty. Ackerman said that would not be a problem. 
 
Motion to approve with the above revision:  M. Williams  2nd:  E. Nadeau 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes)   4 yes.  Motion passed. 

 
6) Approval of SC Policy Change in Order of Agenda- 1st Passage 
 
Mr. Dubois proposed this change to move New Business up on the agenda because meetings have been running too 
long and many New Business items have not been heard during the past couple of meetings. 
 
Motion to approve:  M. Williams     2nd:  E. Nadeau 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes)   4 yes.  Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Auclair suggested moving Recognitions to later on the agenda.  Dubois said that this item isn’t usually very long 
and sometimes there are students present who are involved.  People watching at home want to hear the recognitions 
also.  Auclair asked that who is presenting and recommending an item be added to the agenda also. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  (given by Miriam Goodman in Dr. Macera’s absence) 
Dr. Macera met with Senator Reed and Congressman Kennedy regarding NCLB in Washington, DC, where’s she’s 
attending a conference this week.  Congress is reconsidering the re-authorization of NCLB.  Dr. Macera presented 
them with a position paper on this topic. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  E. Nadeau   2nd:  M. Williams  (Unanimously Approved) 
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE GOOD & WELFARE: 
 
M. Dubois:  “People were talking about the WMS and the publicity we have gotten in The Call.  I think we have made 
strides as far as getting more and more good publicity.  I went to Coleman Elementary and read a Dr. Seuss book to 
4th graders recently.  Next Wednesday is the meeting for the bond issue at 4 p.m. at the WMS. I urge everyone to 
attend.” 
 
E. Nadeau:  She and Ms. Williams dropped into the Math Night at the WMS and were amazed at the amount of 
students and parents that were there.  She thanked the members for passing the gift policy.  “It was not to cast 
dispersions on anyone.  I love the changes in the agenda.  A common complaint is that our meetings are much too 
long.” 
 
M. Williams:  She went to Math Night and saw a lot of participation.  Congratulated the WMS Cheerleaders on their 
2nd -place win.  Thanked Mrs. Goodman for her good work.  “There was a disturbing article in a magazine about some 
southern states and that their students were performing at 80% in the state testing, but at only 20% of the national 
level.  The country needs to set a single standard for all states in the country.  Vermont, New York and West Virginia 
don’t administer state test—only federal tests.  How much money are they saving by not giving the state tests?”  She 
was also glad that the agenda is changing. 
 
A. Auclair:  Asked Mrs. Goodman about the actual operating expenses to run our buildings.  “The city owns the 
buildings, but we pay to use them in the sum of operational costs.”  He suggested the subject of heterogeneous 
grouping be placed on a May meeting agenda.  “At the last meeting, there was a question about the function of 
having Atty. Ackerman on the payroll.”  He would like this item placed on an April or May meeting agenda for 
discussion of his function and how they can better utilize his services.  He also wants to review the function of school 
counselors and have a discussion about it at an upcoming meeting.  “We have endorsed the RI Frameworks For 
School Counselors and I would like it discussed.”  He asked about interpretation of performance evaluations and 
wants it put on an agenda before the end of the year. 
 
Public Session ended at 9:30 p.m.   
 
Motion to convene into Executive Session in accordance with RI Law:  42-45-(a)(2) Promac Litigation; 42-45-
(a)(2) Litigation:  M. Dubois 
 
2nd:  M. Williams    Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes) 4 yes.  Motion passed. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Nancy G. Belisle  
WSC Recording Secretary 
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