
MINUTES 
WOONSOCKET SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2007 
6:30 PM-OPEN SESSION 

WACTC – RM. 303 
MULTIMEDIA LAB 

 
 

Called to Order by Chairman Marc Dubois 
Moment of Silence 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Marc Dubois, Chairman   Present 
   Michelle Williams   Present 
   Allen Auclair    Present 
   Eleanor Nadeau    Present 
   Anita McGuire-Forcier   Present 
 
PUBLIC GOOD & WELFARE: 
 
Leslie Talamini, 136 Poplar Street:  Read a letter representing Richard DiPardo regarding the proposed 
policy of “banning gifts”.  He would like this policy to be voted against and instead have Mr. Ackerman 
draft a non-fraternization policy.  Mr. DiPardo thinks the proposed “banning gifts” policy is a waste of the 
school committee’s time when there are legitimate problems that need to be dealt with.  Mr. DiPardo will 
be present at next meeting to discuss non-fraternization and about simple respect between the teachers’ 
guild and the school committee.  Leslie Talamini then congratulated Anita McGuire-Forcier for being 
honored by the Rhode Island Association of School Committee for her completion of the association’s 
professional development program.  
 
Eleanor Nadeau said that she would like to table the proposed SC Policy/Gifts because it still needs work.   
 
Julio Acevedo:  Passed out invitations for Connecting for Children & Families. 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
Congratulated the students, faculty, and staff from Bernon Heights for winning first prize of $500 and the 
per capita award of $300 from the Project LEARN statewide 2006-2007 Pennies for Literacy campaign.  
Bernon Heights raised $2,793.47.  Great job.  Governor Pothier Elementary School would like to publicly 
thank Mr. Alan Shawn Feinstein for his generosity of allowing the entire school to attend the Imax Theater 
at Providence Place.  Mr. Feinstein donated $3,000 to Bernon and Pothier and he also donated $25,000 to 
Feinstein Academy.  Globe Park School extends thanks to Lens Crafters for providing free eyeglasses to 
some of their students.  On February 28th, Citizens’ will have a “Cat in the Hat Night”. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  A. Forcier   2nd:  E. Nadeau             
(Unanimously Approved) 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 24, 2007 OPEN 

      January 31, 2007 CLOSED 
Motion to Approve:  M. Williams  2nd:  M. Dubois  (Unanimously Approved) 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:   
 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda with the following exemptions:  M. Williams   



 
 EXEMPTIONS: 

1. Personnel Actions 
Hourly, Stipend and Extra-Curricular Positions-Roland Chenail:  Removed by M. Williams 
 

2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
Woonsocket Teachers’ Guild/Article 31 Expenses/District/Local:  Removed by M. Williams 
 

2nd: E. Nadeau (Unanimously Approved) 
 
 
1.  Personnel Actions 
 Certified Appointments/Non-Certified Appointments (Roland Chenail-Removed by M. Williams) 
 Non-Renewals/Terminations 
 
2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
 Apple Computers/Computers, Equip/Tech/District/Title 11 Grant 
 Dell Computers/Computers, Equip/Tech/District/Title 11 Grant 
 RI Center for School Leadership/Prof. Dev/Grants & Curriculum/Title 11 Grant 
 Wistow & Barylick, Inc./Legal Services/McFee/Local 
 (Woonsocket Teachers’ Guild/Article 31 Expenses/District/Local – Removed by M. Williams) 
 
3. Field/Trip Conferences 
 National Science Teachers Assoc. Conf./St. Louis, MO/WHS/Article 18 
 
END OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
EXEMPTIONS TO CONSENT AGENDA 
 

2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
                        Woonsocket Teachers’ Guild/Article 31 Expenses/District/Local – Removed by M. Williams 

Dr. Macera explained that under Article 31 by state law 25% of our budget has to be 
committed to a district strategic plan for professional development.  This is our second year 
with AFT.   

1. Personnel Actions 
Hourly, Stipend and Extra-Curricular Positions-Roland Chenail:  Removed by M. Williams 
Michelle Williams stated that her question on this personnel recommendation coincided with 
the WTG/Article 31 Expenses/District Local explanation. 
 

Motion to Approve Exemptions to Consent Agenda:  M. Williams 2nd:  A. Auclair/E. Nadeau 
(Unanimously Approved) 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
Anita McGuire-Forcier would like to propose an amendment under the bullying section in handbook to 
have cyber bullying added.  She would also like to add on the next meeting agenda a presentation on cyber 
bullying for professional development. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
 Discussion of Transportation Issues – P. Fontaine, Transportation Committee 
Peter Fontaine stated that beginning on Monday one of the buses will be dropped to save on transportation 
costs.  Many things are on the table for next year including changing starting times at different schools, 
mileage increase, and changing bus routes.  He has also requested from Senator Tassoni and Senator Picard 
to seek legislature because R.I. does not allow vans or station wagons to transport students.  For example, if 
one student has to go to Bradley Hospital they would have to ride on a school bus.  R.I. is the only state that 
has this law.  Dr. Macera said we spend approximately $1.8 million on bussing.  By changing start times at 
different schools, we could reduce seven buses. 



CONFERENCES: 
Approval of YRBS Study Presentation for February 28, 2007 Meeting 

Dr. Macera received a communication from the RI Dept. of Health, requesting for a representative to come 
to WHS and WMS to administer a voluntary and anonymous Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) in the 
spring/winter of 2007.  Each participating school would receive a $500 stipend for their effort. Mr. Dubois 
asked Dr. Macera to find out if parental consent would be required for students to participate in this survey.   
 
Motion to approve presentation:  M. Williams 2nd:  A. Forcier     Roll Call Vote:  
(MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 
 Approval for PAC PRESENTATION on February 28, 2007 Meeting 
Mr. Dubois received a letter from Cindy MacNeil requesting for PAC to do a power point presentation on 
the February 28th meeting.  This presentation will include past accomplishments and goals for the future.   
 
Motion to approve presentation:  M. Williams 2nd:  E. Nadeau     Roll Call Vote:  
(MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 
 Approval for Workshop on K-12 Literacy for April – A. Auclair 
Mr. Auclair has made this request to have a K-12 informational workshop on literacy in April.  This 
workshop will last about 3-4 hours long.  He said that he is not here to run the schools, but he feels it is his 
responsibility to make sure the schools are run well.   
 
Motion to Approve:  A. Auclair  2nd:  A. Forcier 
 
Ms. Williams asked when this workshop would take place.  Mr. Auclair said maybe on a Wednesday 
day/night.  M. Williams can not take time out of work to attend this workshop and feels this is a lot of work 
to ask administration to put this together.  Mr. Dubois also agrees with Ms. Williams.  This is a bad time of 
the year especially trying to get the budget processed.  He will be voting no.  A. Forcier asked Dr. Macera 
her opinion on this workshop.  Dr. Macera agrees that this is a tough time of the year.  The summer would 
be a better time of the year for this but she is willing to get this request fulfilled if wished.  A. Auclair said 
he understands the concerns with the timing and that it was Linda Filomeno who suggested April.  He is 
not trying to micromanage but he feels he needs to make his decisions based on information.  Dr. Macera 
stated they have tremendous oversight from the state.  In last year’s budget, $47 million came from the 
state and the city contributed $12 million.  The state is very interested in how we spend our money.  Mr. 
Auclair said the school committee should not micromanage but he wants to establish roles and 
responsibilities.  Not to tell you what to do but to set direction.  M. Dubois stated as a school committee 
they are here to set policy.  To have the administrators take the time and effort put together a 3-4 hour 
workshop on this is too much to ask.   
 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/no; MW/no; AA/yes; EN/no; AF/yes) 3no/2 yes.  Motion denied. 
 
 Approval for Workshop on K-12 Math for May – A. Auclair 
A. Auclair said considering the vote on the literacy workshop that he would like to pull this item from the 
agenda. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 Request for Fee Waiver for Woonsocket Redskins (Facilities Handbook) 
Mr. Fontaine requested to discuss this along with #2 in New Business – Amendment to Facilities Handbook 
– 1st Passage.  Mr. Dubois agreed.  Mr. Fontaine met with the subcommittee and they would like to change 
the policy to free weeknights instead of just free Thursday nights.  If this gets out of control, they will have 
to discuss hours instead of nights.  Prior to Mr. Fontaine, the Redskins were not charged.  They were 
charged since Mr. Fontaine came because that is what the policy read.   
 
Motion to approve to waive fee for Woonsocket Redskins:  A. Forcier 2nd:  A. Auclair   
A. Auclair asked if they were waiving the entire Redskins fee.  Mr. Fontaine said yes and he believes the 
amount is $802.  M. Williams asked if non-profit organizations would still have to pay on weekends.  Mr. 
Fontaine said yes because the custodians would have to get paid to be there.  



Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 
 
Motion to approve NEW BUSINESS item #2 Amendment to Facilities Handbook – 1st Passage out of 
order:  M. Dubois  2nd:  E. Nadeau 
Changes to be made: On page 4 change Thursday nights to weeknights and add Woonsocket Redskins.  On 
page 9 section 4d and on page 10 section C-1change Thursday nights to weeknights.  On page 11 section 
C-2-K eliminate Kids’ Klub.  Kids’ Klub operates on a separate contract.  M. Williams asked Atty. 
Ackerman if she should abstain from this vote because she is an employee of WHA and it is one of the non-
profit organizations listed.  He said yes. A. Auclair said that the handbook comes from the policy.  He is 
trying to avoid changing the handbook if it is not reflected in section p8-5 in the policy manual.  Atty. 
Ackerman said the policy will not be in the handbook and when the handbook is changed the documents 
will match.  
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/abstain; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 4 yes/1 abstain.  Motion passed. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 1.  Approval of Resolution for Middle School Bond Issue 
Dr. Macera read the Resolution to authorize the placement of an $80 million bond issue before the voters at 
a special election in the spring, 2007 for the construction of two middle schools.    
Motion to approve Resolution for Middle School Bond Issue:  M. Williams  2nd:  A. Auclair 
A. Forcier stated that her last name is misspelled.  On the Resolution her name is spelled Maguire-Forcier 
but it should be McGuire-Forcier.  A. Auclair would like an expiration date put on this bond. 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 

3. Approval of FY08 Non-Union Wage Proposal 
Dr. Macera read the FY08 Non-Union Wage Proposal.  This proposal included eliminating three positions 
from the year 2007.  The three positions are the Career and Technical Assistant Principal, the Early 
Childhood Coordinator and the Guidance Specialist for WMS.  Both the Guidance Specialist and the Early 
Childhood Coordinator were part-time positions with duties and responsibilities being assigned to retired 
professionals.  With this new proposal we will be saving $14,664.22 which is -.48% less than 2007.  Dr. 
Macera is proposing that the Central Office staff be compensated with a 4% increase and the Principals and 
Assistant Principals receive exactly the same annual percentages and payout as the WTG members.   
Motion to approve:  A. Forcier  2nd:  M. Dubois 
A. Auclair asked if an assistant principal leaves the system and someone new is hired at what rate would 
that new person start?  Dr. Macera answered the new person would be subject to school committee’s 
approval.  Compared to other districts our salaries are in the middle.  E. Nadeau stated that she would like 
to see all three assistant principals at WMS work a 10-month contract.  This would save about $10,575.  E. 
Nadeau said that many of the principals who are scheduled to work during the summer are usually missing 
on a daily basis.  M. Williams agreed with E. Nadeau that by changing the 12-month assistant principal to a 
10-month contract the savings combined with the $14,4664 would total $25,239.  M. Williams has also 
heard about the principals and vice-principals not being at the schools during the summer when they 
should.  Dr. Macera said she that will be visiting the schools this summer to make sure this is not 
happening and they have been spoken to about this.  
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/no; AF/yes) 4 yes/1 no.  Motion passed. 
 

4. Approval of FY08 School District Budget – Public Hearing 
Dr. Macera said that you have before you the total FY08 district budget.  This year we are requesting 
5.25% from city and we are requesting 5.25% from the state.  Last year we asked for 4.1% from the city 
and we got 3.5%.  Last year we asked for 5% from the state and we got 4.8%.  We did not get all of what 
we asked for but we figured out a way to do the best we could.  It is a responsible and reasonable budget. 
M. Dubois asked if there was anyone in the public who would wish to speak at this time.  No one spoke. 
 

5. Approval of FY08 School District Budget – 1st Passage 
Motion to approve:  A. Forcier  2nd:  M. Dubois 
A. Forcier asked if we only receive 3% what will happen.  Dr. Macera said that we would have find ways 
to cut non-instructional programs.  Every classroom needs a teacher.  A. Auclair said that he is concerned 
that if we start a pilot program with grant money and then it is successful, then we have to find a way to 



pay for it.  M. Williams questioned why is the non-certified pension such a huge increase.  Dr. Macera 
stated that the employee share has not changed and the state has increased the amount.  M. Dubois said this 
is his fourth budget and he would like to commend Dr. Macera and Miriam Goodman on all their hard 
work in preparing this budget. 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 

6. Approval of Rock A Thon Fundraiser for WHS National Honor Society 
M. Dubois asked Mr. Nasuti if he was here to speak.  Mr. Nasuti said he was not here to speak on this and 
that it was Mrs. Plante running it with the WHS National Honor Society members.  Dr. Macera read a letter 
sent to her by Mrs. Plante requesting to have this rock-a-thon to support Jessica Ferreira, a 9th grade student 
at WHS, who was hit by a car on September 5, 2006.  The rock-a-thon will be held on March 2, 2007 from 
8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.  The family has incurred many expenses since Jessica’s tragedy. 
Motion to approve:  M. Williams/A. Forcier  2nd:  E. Nadeau 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 

7. Approval of Jump Rope Fundraiser for Bernon Heights 
Dr. Macera read a request sent to her by Nancy Phillips requesting to coordinate the annual Jump Rope for 
Heart fundraiser to be held at Bernon Heights.   
Motion to approve:  A. Forcier  2nd:  A. Auclair 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 

8. Approval of Change in Date of WHS Parent/Teacher Conference to March 15th 
Mr. Nasuti said they are requesting to change the parent/teacher conference date from April 12th to March 
15th at WHS and WACTC.  The reason for this request is because April 12th is the end of the marking 
period and the staff feels that is too late.  They would rather have it mid semester right after progress 
reports.  M. Dubois asked if this request is just for this year.  Mr. Nasuti said he would like to propose for 
next year’s calendar to have conferences twice a year around progress reports.   
Motion to approve:  M. Williams  2nd:  E. Nadeau 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 

9. Proposed SC Policy/Gifts 
Motion to table:  M. Williams  2nd:  M. Dubois 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes.  Motion passed. 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
Dr. Macera said what a wonderful opportunity it was to meet the governor on February 13th.   He released 
the first RI Statewide Curriculum.  This curriculum is a web-based tool that provides students, families, 
educators, and community members with a variety of resources to help improve instruction in all public 
schools in the state.  She is very proud of the number of teachers and administrators that were involved 
with the state during the last two weeks.  When the governor was here he spoke extremely well of the 
progress that Woonsocket has made.  He went over the improvements on our test scores in detail.  Dr. 
Macera gave copies to WSC of a UNICEF Report on the well being of children in rich countries.  This 
report studied the children in six categories:  material well-being, health and safety, educational well-being, 
family and peer relationship, behaviors’ and risks, and subjective well-being.  There were 21 nations 
available.  Of the 21 nations ranked, the U.S. came in number 20, just ahead of United Kingdom.  The top 
seven nations were:  Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Spain, Switzerland, and Norway.  The quote 
that Dr. Macera said says it all is “The true measure of a nation’s standing is how well it attends to its 
children – their health and safety, their material security, their education and socialization, and their sense 
of being loved, valued, and included in the families and societies into which they are born.”   
Motion to receive and place on file:  A. Forcier  2nd:  M. Williams/E. Nadeau  
(Unanimously Approved) 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE GOOD & WELFARE 
 
Auclair:  Congratulated Mr. King, teacher at WHS, for the article in The Call.  He answered the question 
“What am I going to use this for”?  He created a hands-on lesson plan.  A. Auclair thanked Mrs. Laquerre 
and the staff who helped work on the statewide curriculum.  Regarding the budget, he suggested using a 



health savings account.  He is disheartened that he could not get any support on having a workshop on 
literacy.  He didn’t even bother to talk about the math.  The school committee is responsible for 
management oversight not to manage but oversight of that.  He wants a system of excellence and none of 
us should settle for less.  He is getting frustrated and doesn’t need to sit here to warm a seat.     
 
Dubois:  Was able to attend when the governor came to WHS.  He was impressed to see the students in 
uniform.  He was also able to be a judge in the spelling bee.  The Valley Breeze was the sponsor.  They 
almost had to cancel because the Providence Journal dropped being the sponsor.  It was a tough 
competition.  He asked Dr. Macera if it would be possible to have Alan Shawn Feinstein come to a school 
committee meeting.   
 
Forcier:  Read through the UNICEF Report completely and we should be embarrassed.  She had the 
wonderful opportunity to visit Coleman.  They are trying to get more people involved in their PTO.  Last 
meeting Dr. Macera had passed out policies from North Kingston school district on how to incorporate 
professional development.  As a school committee, we are not here to row we are here to steer.   We are not 
here to micromanage.   
 
Nadeau:  Agrees.  Some of us need professional development more than others.  It should be up to the 
individual person.  She asked Dr. Macera if the new middle schools are on the referendum how would she 
plan on getting the public to support it.  Dr. Macera said they would go door to door and they would have a 
range of things to campaign if it gets approved. 
 
Williams:  Congratulated the 7th grade students who raised money to fight malaria and Mrs. Smith matched 
the amount.  There was a disturbing article in the Providence Journal about reading in the state of R.I.  It 
was not good.  It is not just a Woonsocket issue.  It is a R.I. issue.  She was concerned with the youth risk 
behavior study requested tonight because we already have a Salt Survey.  She has heard that students lie on 
these surveys.  Why spend money and have data compiled if the facts aren’t always true.  This money could 
be spent somewhere else.  She had the opportunity to be at WMS to welcome Officer Senior.  It is sad that 
only 15 parents attended.  We are 20 out of 21 because of society as a whole.  She cannot take time off of 
work to attend a workshop.  If it is held anytime after work or on a Saturday, she will gladly attend.  She 
has moved and is settled to 513 South Main Street. Her new phone number is 597-0092.   
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:40 pm.:  M. Williams  2nd:  E. Nadeau 
(Unanimously Approved) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Michelle Gatta, WSC Recording Substitute 
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