
MINUTES 
 WOONSOCKET SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2006 
 7:25 PM – OPEN SESSION 

Woonsocket Area Career & Technical Center 
Multimedia Room 303 

 
 

Called to Order by Chairman Marc Dubois 
Moment of Silence 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Marc Dubois, Chairman Present 

Allen Auclair Present 
Michelle Williams    Present 
Eleanor Nadeau    Present 
Anita McGuire-Forcier   Present 

 
Motion to take New Business Item #3 out of order:  M. Dubois     All members consented. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   (taken out of order) 
 
3) Approval of Doctoral Research (J&W) on Poverty –Human Subjects Permission – Student Request  
 
Donna Valentine, Assistant Principal at WHS, asked for approval of her request to continue her research for her 
Doctorate in Educational Leadership, which would involve interviewing and working with high-risk students at the 
Woonsocket High School.  She will spend 30 hours with each student on her own time, with parental permission, and 
students will be offered a stipend of $50 each for their participation.  All information gathered is strictly confidential 
and anonymous.  Students will be chosen at random and an example of questions to be asked would be:  “What can 
we do to help you succeed?”   
 
Motion to approve:  M. Dubois     2nd:  A. Forcier/ M. Williams 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; AF/yes; EN/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes)  5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC GOOD & WELFARE: 
 
• Donna Houle:   Announced that the next Parents Advisory Council Meeting (PAC) will be held on Nov. 29th at  

7 p.m. here at the WACTC.  She thanked the custodial staff at the WMS for their hard work in conjunction with 
the Globe Park School Dance that was held there in October.  Mrs. Nadeau asked why the dance was held at 
the WMS instead of at Globe Park School.  Ms. Houle told her that due to the new fire codes since the Station 
Fire, they have had to move the dance due to the large turnout in order to comply. 

 

RECOGNITIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
Dr. Macera congratulated Bernon Heights Elementary School on receiving a RI Recycling Award.  Extended sincere 
thanks to Mayor Menard for funding the BCI program and the WPD for processing BCI checks for our volunteers.  
Thanked parents, students and staff from Governor Pothier School who attended the Fall Math Festival.  She 
recognized the WMS staff that made presentations during the recent professional day.  Congratulated Tony Cirisi and 
the Girls’ Tennis Team on winning the RI Division IV Tennis Championship and an Outstanding Sportsmanship 
Award. 
  
Motion to receive and place on file:  M. Williams   2nd:  A. Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 25, 2006 OPEN/CLOSED 
 
Motion to Approve:  M. Williams     2nd:  E. Nadeau (Unanimously Approved) 
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CONSENT AGENDA:   
 
Motion to Table appointment of Barbara Boday as a Teacher Assistant:  M. Dubois   2nd:  M. Williams  
          (Unanimous Approved) 
 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda as amended with the following exemptions:  M. Williams  
• Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000—Norton & Associates – removed by A. Auclair 
• Field Trip/Conference Requests –College Board Seminar—removed by A. Auclair 
2nd:  A. Forcier (Unanimously Approved) 
 
1. Personnel Actions   

Certified Appointments   
Non-Certified Appointments  - Appointment of Barbara Boday:  TABLED 
 

2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
Apple Computer/Equipment, Computers/Coleman, Social, Pothier/Local 
Erna Jane Kondon/Contractor/WMS/SAELP Grant 
Konica Minolta/Copier Usage/WHS/Local 
Menor, Inc./PIP Class/WHS/Local 
Mt. St. Charles/Hockey Rink Rental/Athletic Dept./Local 
NRI Collaborative/Virtual Learning Academy Enrollments /Prof. Development/Local 
Norton & Associates/ Speech & OT Services/Sp.Ed./Local – Removed by A. Auclair 
TD Curran/Tech. Supplies/Savoie/Local 

 
3. Field Trip/Conference Requests 

The College Board MSRO, Philadelphia, PA/Mt. St. Charles/Title II 
History Conference, University of Georgia/Mt. St. Charles/Title II 
London, England/WHS/Fundraiser/WHS  
Avenues to Excellence Conference, Long Beach, CA/McFee/Title I 
College Board Seminar - Ledyard, CT/WHS, McFee/College Board – Removed by A. Auclair 
ASHA Leadership Conference, Miami, FL/Prof. Development /Speech/McFee 
 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA   
   
EXEMPTIONS TO CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Motion to approve expenditure to Norton & Associates for Speech & OT Services for $36,480:  A. Auclair 
2nd:  M. Williams  (Unanimously Approved) 
 
Mr. Auclair asked if we needed a contract for this service.  Mrs. Goodman stated that Atty. Ackerman is currently 
reviewing it and that this item is on the agenda for approval pending the working out of the contract.  Goodman was 
confident that a contract could be worked out because we have worked with this company before.  Atty. Ackerman 
asked for clarification as to whether or not the contract has to come before the entire WSC or if they had delegated 
the authority to move forward and provide a company to the WSC to the superintendent.  The consensus by the WSC 
was to delegate that authority to Dr. Macera. 

 
Motion to approve the College Board Seminar in Ledyard, CT:  A. Auclair 2nd:  M. Williams (Unan. Appr.) 
 
Since this seminar concerns school reform, Mr. Auclair asked that the information obtained by the participants be 
shared at a SIT meeting.  Dr. Macera told him that Barbara DiPardo would be more than willing to do that as well as 
share it at a faculty meeting. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS:   None 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None 

 
CONFERENCES:   None 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 
1. Approval to Waive Fees for use of Building – Woonsocket Redskins – Melissa Dorey 
 

Motion to Table:  A. Forcier     2nd:  E. Nadeau  
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; AF/yes; EN/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes)  5 yes.  Motion passed. 

 
Dr. Macera asked that this item be tabled until December 20th and to hold the fees in abeyance.  She said that 
the Mayor is going to write a letter to the WSC on the Redskins’ behalf. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 
1. Approval of Pennies for Patients Fundraiser 
 

Motion to approve:  M. Williams/A. Forcier   2nd:  E. Nadeau 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; AF/yes; EN/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes)  5 yes.  Motion passed. 

 
Dr. Macera said that this is a very worthwhile activity and has been conducted in the past to raise funds for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  She recommended approval. 

 
 

2. Approval of Appointment of Master of Teaching & Learning for WHS & WACTC (State-Funded, 1-Year 
Position) 

 
Motion to approve the appointment of Dr. Lynne Bedard:  M. Williams 2nd:  A. Forcier 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; AF/yes; EN/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes)  5 yes.  Motion passed. 
 
Dr. Macera read her letter of recommendation for Dr. Bedard, saying the appointment would be effective 
immediately through the end of this school year.  Mr. Auclair stated for the record that there is a job description 
for this position.  Dr. Macera explained that the state would fund the difference in salary from Dr. Bedard’s 
assistant principal’s salary to that of principal.  “Mr. Andrew Riley will take over the disciplinary duties at the 
WACTC,” said Macera.  Mr. Dubois thinks Dr. Bedard will do a “fantastic” job. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
Dr. Macera thanked the state for the cooperation of the Office of Progressive Support and Intervention.  She named 
other officials at the state level who have been very cooperative also.  “They have been in touch with me on almost a 
daily basis.”  She is very grateful.  She watched a presentation on Music Therapy at a SELAC meeting, saying that it 
was very well received.  She thanked Mrs. Majewski and added that she is very talented. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  M. Williams/E. Nadeau  2nd:  A. Forcier/A. Auclair  (Unan. Appr.) 
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE GOOD & WELFARE 
 
Williams:  Asked about rental fees and whether it was legal for an organization to charge $3 per person for 
admission at an event if they are not paying a rental fee.  Atty. Ackerman told her that if we are renting the facility 
unconditionally and waiving a rental fee, he would say that it’s legal.  “If it was determined that they could afford the 
rental fee out of the ticket sales, then we could charge them the rental fee the next time it comes up,” he said.  
Williams said that she knows the Redskins charge $3 per person admission and wants to be fair to all the other 
organizations that use our facilities.  She congratulated Bernon Heights for their winning the Recycling Award and 
was amazed that the meeting tonight was almost over at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Auclair:  Attended the SIT meeting at the WHS last night and said that Rich Richards from RIDE was present.  He 
doesn’t know if he will attend all the meetings, but Auclair said he was happy to see him there and gives RIDE credit.  
Announced that Team WTG placed 3rd in the Greenway Challenge and congratulated them.  In regards to the tabled 
rental fee item this evening, he asked that the fee schedule be revised before the next meeting.  He stated that Mr. 
Fontaine suggested opening up another night other than Thursday night because that night gets booked up way in 
advance.  He would be happy to work with Mr. Fontaine to have something to present at the next meeting.  He asked 
about the monthly budget report and getting an explanation of what it all means from Mrs. Goodman on an upcoming 
agenda.  He thinks a 20-minute presentation should be sufficient.  He found there are some inconsistencies between 
what’s in the handbooks and the district regulations when it comes to safety in the schools.  Asked that this issue be 
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brought forward for the WSC to review.  He has heard from the public that the message is:  “Come on in, but wait.”  
Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Dubois:   He’s looking forward to coming to the WACTC tomorrow night for the pasta dinner and Open House.  He 
went to the Feinstein Learning Academy and was very impressed.  The kids were very orderly and well behaved.  
The monitor was not working properly, however.  He went to the WMS afterwards and it was quiet, cleaner, and there 
was a good atmosphere.  
 
Forcier:  She got a call from a parent whose daughter had to get a temporary ID and couldn’t get on the bus because 
of it.  She thinks it was just the bus driver being a bully.  She has the student and parent’s names.  Stated that her 
kids are on the Redskins and she was informed that there are other leagues that use the gym that don’t pay for its 
use.  “From the looks of it, the Redskins are the only city league that does pay.”  She agrees that it should be the 
same for all.  She attended the Chopstick Auction on Sunday to raise money for the band uniforms. 
 
Nadeau:   Passed, saying that the WSC has been here since 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.:  A. Forcier  2nd:  A. Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Nancy G. Belisle  
WSC Recording Secretary 
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