
MINUTES 
 WOONSOCKET SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2006 
7:00 PM – OPEN SESSION 

Woonsocket Area Career & Technical Center 
Multimedia Room 303 

 
 

Called to Order by Chairman Marc Dubois 
Moment of Silence 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Marc Dubois, Chairman Present 

Allen Auclair Present 
Michelle Williams    Absent 
Eleanor Nadeau    Present 
Anita McGuire-Forcier   Present 

  

PUBLIC GOOD & WELFARE: 
 
• Denise Auclair, Harris Elementary School PTO President:   Thanked Mr. Dubois for helping to get safety 

signs put up in front of the school.  Announced that the PAC is hosting a SIT Workshop on Wednesday, October 
18th at the WMS for the whole school district and community.  Thursday, Oct. 19th, the PTO will be having an 
information night on the bird flu and natural disaster preparedness. 

 
• Denise Boulay, SELAC Co-Chair:   Announced their next meeting is to be held on November 2nd at Pothier 

School from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  The topic being discussed is “Music as Therapy”.  Reported that during October 
any parent with special needs children will be receiving a survey with 25 questions.  They highly encourage 
these parents to fill it out and sent it in.  The survey is to be used to enhanced special education in RI.  Said she 
still hasn’t seen the minutes from the Sept. 23rd and August 22nd WSC meetings on the website.  Jonathan 
Gallishaw was present and said he would look into it. 

 
• Missy Lemire, Bernon Hts. parent:   Said that she and her mother volunteer at the school doing safety patrol 

and they have concerns about city workers flying in and out of the parking lot.  She also asked about instituting 
parking passes because of safety concerns, maintaining that if people have to walk past a safety person to get 
into the building, it would be much safer.  She stated that speeding is also a problem.  She starts her patrol at 
8:30 a.m. and teachers start at 9:10 a.m.  Lemire asked if teachers’ outside duties could be increased.  Dr. 
Macera told her she would call the police department regarding the speeding and that teachers are supposed to 
be on duty at 8:45 a.m.  She will check with the principal regarding that issue.  Macera referred to her memo sent 
out last week about everyone having ID’s and wearing them.  She explained that the WED is doing everything it 
can to make the schools safer.  “We have security cameras at all the doors, which many other school districts 
don’t have.  But we can always do better,” she said. 

 
• Carmen Boucher, PAC Co-Chair:   Thanked the WHS for having the technology workshop on internet safety, 

saying it was not very well attended but those that did attend got a lot out of it.  Thanked those responsible for 
securing an 8th Grade Reading Specialist at the WMS.  Reported that she faxed all the local businesses about 
the upcoming SIT workshop, but needs help trying to reach the parents.  She asked that the principals help out 
with this effort and is open to ideas about how to get this information to the parents that don’t have email that 
would not involve a costly mailing. 

 

RECOGNITIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
 
Thanked Karen MacBeth on getting 1200 emergency evacuation procedures printed and distributed to the 
elementary schools in Woonsocket.  Announced that over 100 WACTC students participated in activities pertaining to 
the Autumnfest parade and announced the names of WACTC New Media students who are helping out with the 
candidates’ forum held at Cox Communications.  Announced that Margaret Tincknell will receive a very prestigious 
award from the Audubon Society.  Reported that Miriam Goodman’s husband was on the Today Show pertaining to 
the purchase of UTO and when she went home that afternoon, there were cameras all over her living room. 
  
Motion to receive and place on file:  E. Nadeau   2nd:  A. Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  September 27, 2006 OPEN 
 
Mr. Auclair noted that he reviewed the agenda and minutes from the meeting in which he said he had moved to waive 
the nepotism policy in order for Lynn DeSheppa’s name to be brought forward for appointment to a bus nurse 
position.  He wanted the public to know that he was correct and did, in fact, make that motion. 
 
Motion to Approve:  A. Auclair     2nd:  A. Forcier (Unanimously Approved) 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:   
Motion to approve:  M. Dubois     2nd:  A. Forcier (Unanimously Approved) 
 
1. Personnel Actions   

Certified Appointments   
Non-Certified Appointments 
 

2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
Audio Concepts/DVD, VCR Equipment/Mt. St. Charles/Title V Grant 
Bucky’s Automotive/Sander/Facilities/Local 
Highsmith, Inc. /Ed. Supplies & Furniture/Good Shephard School/title 11 
Konica, Minolta/Copier Maintenance/Savoie, Harris/Local 
Mentor, Inc./Adult Ed./Even Start Program/Grant 
Northern RI Collaborative/Tuition/VLA/Local  
Our Lady of Victories School/Prof. Development/Grant & Curriculum/Title 11 
Stacey Tetreault/Behavior Supervision/Spec. Ed./Local 

 
3. Field Trip/Conference Requests 

ACTE Annual Convention/A. Riley/WACTC/Perkins Grant 
New England Association of Technology Conf. Worcester, MA/WHS/M Starring  
Harvard Principals’ Conference, Cambridge MA/Gov. Pothier, D. Coderre/SI Grant 
Association of Teachers of Math, Killington, VT/Mt. St. Charles/Title 11 
NEATE Conference, Nashua, NH/Mt. St. Charles/Title ll 

 
4. Home Schooling Request (5) 
5. Disposal of Obsolete Equipment 

 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA   
   
COMMUNICATIONS:   None 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None 

 
CONFERENCES:    
 
1. Description and Discussion of work of the Secondary Grade Reporting Committee referenced in the new 

contract as it pertains to Proficiency Graduation requirements and Promotion Policies at WMS & WHS & 
WACTC 

 
Dr. Macera explained what the Secondary Grade Reporting Committee was and referred to the section of the new 
WTG contract requiring its creation.  She reported that Dr. Patrick McGee agreed to chair this Committee and will 
make periodic reports on their work. 

 
2. Discussion of the Syllabus/Lesson Plan design as it pertains to the adopted curriculum of adopted 

GLE’s/GSE’s and WED Class outline for Grades PreK-12.  
 
Dr. Macera explained the difference between GSEs and GLEs, saying that they are blueprints for what curriculum 
should look like.  The WSC’s packet included templates from Linda Filomeno, whom Dr. Macera praised for her fine 
work.  Ms. Filomeno explained the Lesson Design Templates and their use.  Jonathan Gallishaw explained how the 
outlines could be accessed on the website:  www.woonsocketschools.com under the Standards heading.  He noted 
that they are updated constantly.  Mr. Auclair thanked the administration for putting these items on the agenda so 
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they could be discussed.  Auclair read something from the Public School Parents Network on why parents should be 
provided with their child’s syllabus.  “Parents can’t help their children unless they know what the requirements are,” 
he said, adding that the syllabus should include test dates, homework that’s due, etc.   He explained that it’s a 
different path from the CREST documents.  Dr. Macera told him that there is still the question of how we get the 
syllabi home without a costly first-class mailing that we don’t have the resources for.  She pointed out that we have 
parent conferences and homework clubs.  “Many, many of our teachers provide these syllabi, but unfortunately, some 
of them never make it home,” she said.  Ms. Filomeno reported that most of the elementary teachers sent items 
home, such as classroom newsletters, to let parents know what’s going on.  The WMS has quarterly reports and 
progress reports.  She is confident that we are making the effort to make sure that parents know what’s going on in 
the classroom.  Mrs. Forcier stated that her children bring home various things from school that tell her what is 
expected of them, although her son at the WMS had ripped pages out of his agenda to get around it.  Marlene Smith 
stated that she was confused, because she always had a syllabus wherever she taught previously.  “It’s very difficult 
to draw up a mini syllabus and stick to it because it changes with the ebb and flow of your students and how they are 
absorbing the material.  Homeroom teachers are strung out.  It’s not the same workload for everyone.  We report 
home about eight times a month.  It’s very hard to stick to a schedule,” she explained.  Mrs. Majewski, who has a 
daughter in 12th grade at the WHS, reported that she had received a syllabus for every course she has taken all 
through high school.  Her other daughter is a freshman now, but she doesn’t have a syllabus for every course.  
Majewski asked about the how the grading of portfolios will be done and whether there will be any parents on the 
Grading Committee being formed.  Dr. Macera told her there would be. 

 
3. Discussion of use of Common Planning Time Design/Lesson Planning time as pertaining to new WTG 

Contract 
 
Dr. Macera complimented the bargaining unit and the WSC members for working together to get this common 
planning time put into the new contract.  Teachers must now stay 30 minutes after the students’ school day, Monday 
through Thursday, to engage in common planning, working with students, meeting with parents, supervisory duties or 
attending professional development/required meetings of the administration. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 
1. Bid Award:   
 

• #07-07 Diagnostic Tire Balancer 
 

Motion approve award to Snap On Industrial of Attleboro, MA, for the total amount of $10,393.73:  A. Forcier 
2nd:  E. Nadeau Roll Call Vote:  MD/yes, AA/yes; AMF/yes; EN/yes.   4 yes.  Motion Passes. 
 
 

• #07-08 Speech Language Pathologist Services 
 
Mrs. Goodman reported that invitations to bid were sent to 7 vendors and no bids were received by the closing 
date.  One bid was received after the bid opening, but they have not had time to review it. 
 
Motion to Table:  M. Dubois     2nd:  E. Nadeau 
Roll Call Vote:  MD/yes, AA/yes; AMF/yes; EN/yes.   4 yes.  Motion Passes. 

 
2. Endorsement of the Comprehensive ASCA Guidance Program K-12  

Dr. Macera explained that at the WMS and WHS there are planned lessons that are used during the advisory 
periods.  Dr. Macera also described the program’s benefits and informed the WSC that the WHS and WMS staffs 
are in support of it. 
 
Motion to approve:  A. Forcier     2nd:  A. Auclair 
Roll Call Vote:  MD/yes, AA/yes; AMF/yes; EN/yes.   4 yes.  Motion Passes. 
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3. Endorsement of Performance Based Graduation Requirement Regulations 

Dr. Macera stated that the administration disagrees with the assessment of Maximum Support Needed for 
Component III – Support to Staff, adding that she can provide proof to support it.   

 
Motion to approve:  E. Nadeau     2nd:  A. Auclair/M. Dubois 
Roll Call Vote:  MD/yes, AA/yes; AMF/yes; EN/yes.   4 yes.  Motion Passes. 

 
4. Approval of PBGR School Committee Policy as required under State Regulations  - Richard Ackerman  

Dr. Macera explained that this policy would supersede the previous policy, as agreed Atty. Ackerman. 
 
Motion to approve with any regulations inconsistent with his policy being hereby repealed:  E. Nadeau 
2nd:  A. Forcier       Roll Call Vote:  MD/yes, AA/yes; AMF/yes; EN/yes.   4 yes.  Motion Passes. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
Dr. Macera announced the reinstatement of the DARE program in the elementary schools and at the Feinstein 
Learning Academy.  She attended the Governor’s Forum on School Safety yesterday with Mrs. Forcier, Andrew Riley, 
and George Nasuti.  They will be implementing the initiatives recommended by the FBI.  All staff members will have 
IDs by November 1st.  Cameras will be installed at the WHS through a joint grant with the City.  Mr. Gallishaw 
explained that the Homeland Security Grant would provide these cameras inside and outside of the building because 
the WHS is a Shelter-In-Place.  When questions were raised about cameras for the WMS, Mr. Gallishaw explained 
that because of the condition of that building, it would be a consideration to install the wiring for them into the new 
middle schools. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  M. Dubois 2nd:  E. Nadeau/A. Auclair  (Unanimously Approved) 
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE GOOD & WELFARE 
 
Forcier:  She is very happy that the guidance program was endorsed.  She went to the Learning Academy and saw a 
behavior episode, which she reported was handled very professionally.  “The situation was de-escalated in a matter 
of 10 minutes.  It was very impressive,” she said.   
 
Nadeau:   She also visited the Feinstein Academy and 5th Avenue School today.  She still thinks it’s important to go 
into the schools and listen and watch what’s going on.  She went into an ESL Kindergarten classroom and most of 
the kids don’t speak any English.  One teacher told her that these kids come in with a lot of baggage and all of these 
issues need to be dealt with before any real teaching can begin.  She spoke about her experiences at the two 
schools. 
 
Auclair:    Thanked Dr. Macera and everyone else involved for the presentation this evening, saying he learned a lot.  
He attended the SELAC meeting last week.  RIDE will be hosting two input sessions regarding special education 
regulations: 1) October 16th from 5 to 7 p.m. at RI College Student Union Ballroom, and 2) November 8th from 5 to 7 
p.m. at CCRI.  He attended the Internet Safety Workshop and found it very eye opening.  He encouraged parents to 
attend if there’s another one held.  Thanked everyone involved with Autumnfest.  He missed most of it because he 
took his daughter hiking to Mt. Washington.  He asked Dr. Macera if a written statement has ever been sent to RIDE 
expressing the WED’s views on testing LEP students in English.  Linda Filomeno told him that the LEP Advisory 
Council is being very vocal.  Dr. Macera said that a statement had been delivered to Senator Jack Reed. 
 
Dubois:   Congratulated the Steering Committee on the Autumnfest.  He was proud of the Woonsocket school bands 
that marched in the parade.  He would have loved to attend the Governor’s Safe Schools Forum, but it was held 
during the day and he had to work.  He said he had nothing to do with the sign correction at Harris School and told 
the parent that Peter Fontaine was the one who did it.  He’s glad to see the DARE program coming back and thanked 
the Taskforce on Substance Abuse for helping fund part of this program. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.:  E. Nadeau  2nd:  A. Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Nancy G. Belisle, WSC Recording Secretary 
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