
MINUTES 
 

WOONSOCKET SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 2006 

7:00 PM – OPEN SESSION 
WACTC –ROOM 303 
MULTI MEDIA LAB 

 
 

Called to Order by Chairman Marc Dubois 
Moment of Silence 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Marc Dubois, Chairman Present 

Allen Auclair Absent 
Michelle Williams    Present 
Eleanor Nadeau    Present 
Anita McGuire-Forcier   Present 
 

PUBLIC GOOD & WELFARE:    
 
• Denise Auclair, parent:   Wanted to make the WSC aware that the meetings have not been on the radio.  She said 

that this is happening most of the time.  She wanted to know the outcome of the school nurses and whether or not 
they would be rehired.  Dr. Macera told her that they are still doing the budget rollover, so they don’t know yet. 

 
• Carmen Boucher, PAC Co-Chair:  Wanted to know about the nurses also.  She read an article in The Providence 

Journal today that children that need 24-hour care will be put into one school.  She wanted to know when parents 
would be informed about it.  Dr. Macera told her they should know within the next week or so.  The parents should 
definitely know by August 1st, if not sooner.  Boucher thanked her for all the hard work she and her staff are putting 
into it.  One of her concerns is about which building her child would be going to.  “I want my child in her own 
neighborhood school because she knows those kids.”  She wants as much notice as possible.  Dr. Macera said that 
parents would be given a choice, if it gets to that point. 

 
• Donna Houle, 130 Ward Street:  Asked what the scheduled meetings are for the summer.  She was told that they 

are Wednesday, July 19th and the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays in August.  Houle stated that two years ago, her son 
entered the middle school with what she thought was an average reading ability.  She was then informed that he was 
reading three grade levels below what he should be at.  “He was put into a program to help him with this and he’s 
now reading at grade level.”  She begged the WSC to hire a reading specialist for the 8th grade students. 

 

RECOGNITIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
 
Extended congratulations to Woonsocket Middle School 7th grader Kyle Fontaine for being selected to travel to Europe by 
the People to People student ambassador program.  Kyle will represent our country while earning high school credits and 
will attend educational activities and meet people in England, Ireland, and Wales.  Kyle is a WMS honors student, a 
member of the student leadership program, and member of the Chess club.   Thanked Desiree Debeau for designing the 
mural at Woonsocket High School Special Education conference room and dedicating it to retiring Special Education 
Director, Rick Emerson.   Congratulated Aicha Ly on being chosen as the 2006 recipient of the 4th Annual Muriel Lagotte 
Memorial Scholarship.   She will receive a $1,000 dollar scholarship to the college of her choice.    
 
Acknowledged the WMS 8th grade students who went to Washington, DC to the Holocaust Museum.  The initial goal for 
the students was to hold their own Holocaust Remembrance Day and showcase their projects to their fellow students, 
families and members of the community.  Each student incorporated their math, science, social studies skills to showcase 
their projects depicting moments of the Holocaust.    
 
Extended kudos to Yoreidy Velez, Judy Thipphavong, Wilmari Marin, Karla Garcia and Rena Aliberti, WACTC 
Hospitality/Travel and Tourism students, for winning the “Best in the State” award from Johnson & Wales University.  
Students who entered the competition had to create a conceptual hotel, making use of their classroom studies based on a 
curriculum developed by the American Hotel & Motel Association.   WACTC students were awarded medals at the recent 
SKILLS USA competition.  All of the gold medal winners and two of the silver medal winners at the state competition 
competed on June 18th in Kansas City in the National competition.  Meghan Minot brought home a gold medal in Health 
Occupations.  She congratulated all of them. 
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Motion to receive and place on file:  A. Forcier  2nd:  E. Nadeau (Unanimously Approved) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  6-14-06 OPEN/CLOSED SESSION  
Motion to Approve:  M. Williams    2nd:  E. Nadeau (Unanimously Approved) 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:   
Motion to approve:  M. Dubois 2nd:  M. Williams   (Unan. Appr.) 
 
1. Personnel Actions 

Certified Appointments/ 
Non-Certified Appointments 
 

2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
Classroom Direct/ Ed Supplies/ Citizens/ Local 
Equipment Environments/ Tables/ Benches for Cafeterias/ Coleman, 5th Ave., 2nd Ave., Social/ Lunch Revenue 
Follett Library Resources/ Library Books/ Savoie/ Local 
The Institute for the Study & Practice of Non-Violence/ Non-Violence Training/ WMS/ P.S.&I. Grant 
Lindenmeyer Munroe/ Paper for District Printing Order/ District/ Local 
National School Board Association/ Annual Membership/ School Committee/ Local 
RI Association of School Committees/ 2007 Dues/ School Committee/ Local 
School Health/ Medical Supplies/ District/ Local 
Scott Foresman/ Educational Supplies/ Fifth Avenue/ Local 
Shilepsky O’Connell Casey Hartley Michon Yelen, LLP/ Legal Services- PROMAC/ Business Office/ Local 
Staples/ Furniture & Equipment – Culinary/ WACTC/ Perkins 
Woonsocket Teachers/ Guild/ Reimbursement for E R & D Services/ District/ Local 
 

3. Home Schooling Request: 
 M/M Anthony Antetomaso for Jessica, Gr. 5 
 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA   
  
COMMUNICATIONS:    None 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None 
 

CONFERENCES:      
 
• Title I and Tile 3 & 4 Interventions/ Elementary – L. Filomeno (POSTPONED) 
• Presentation of DRA Report/ Reading Level – L. Filomeno (POSTPONED) 
 
• Presentation by the Woonsocket Neighborhood Development Corporation 
 
Kim Eisenreich, Community Organizer for WNDC, explained WNDC’s role in the community by building affordable 
housing and asked that a policy be written to have the principals be able to release the copies of report cards for their 
students.  A lot of WNDC’s funding depends upon their students’ progress and they have had difficulty obtaining these 
records in the past.  Mr. Dubois said that it’s fine as long as a release form is signed.  Dr. Macera asked for the names of 
schools that WNDC has had problems with.  Ms. Eisenreich told her it was mainly the WMS that they have had problems 
with because they didn’t have a contact person there. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    
 
1. Approval of Woonsocket Middle School Handbook – 2nd Passage:  TABLED 
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NEW BUSINESS:     
 
1. Bid Awards: 

• #06-17 – Whiteboards 
 

Motion to approve the award to CCS of Chelmsford, MA, for the total amount of $15,939:  M. Williams 
2nd:  E. Nadeau           (Unanimously Approved) 

 
• #06-18 – Roofing Projects 

 
Motion to approve the award to Patrick J. McKenna Roofing, Inc., of Pawtucket, RI, for the total amount of 
$356,800.00:  E. Nadeau 
 
2nd:  M. Williams  (Unanimously Approved)      
 

2. Appointments of Two Elementary School Principals 
 
Motion to appoint Ms. Dianne McNeil as principal at Fifth Avenue Elementary School:  M. Dubois 
2nd:  M. Williams   Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; AF/yes; MW/yes; EN/yes)  4 yes.  Motion passed. 
 

 
Motion to appoint Ms. Donna Coderre as principal of Gov. Aram J. Pothier Elementary School:  M. Dubois 
2nd:  M. Williams   Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; AF/yes; MW/yes; EN/yes)  4 yes.  Motion passed. 

   

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
 

Motion to receive and place on file:  M. Williams 2nd:  E. Nadeau   (Unan. Approved)  
Dr. Macera said she met with Thundermist representatives today.  Due to budgetary cuts in the funding for school-based 
health centers, they are being forced to close their site at Coleman Elementary.  However, they were recently awarded a 
Ronald McDonald Grant for a mobile dental clinic called The Molar Express.  She stated that our partnership with 
Thundermist has been extraordinary and that their new facility is state-of-the-art.  She is very grateful for the services they 
provide to our students. 
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE GOOD & WELFARE 
 
Forcier:  Congratulated the new elementary principals.  Said her prayers are with Dr. Macera for everything she is going 
through with her family. 
 
Nadeau:   Congrats to the appointees.  Said she sat in on the interview process.  “It’s nice to see people within our 
system moving up.  They have a tough job ahead of them.”  She saw something on the news about the superintendent in 
North Kingstown wanting a buyout for his contract, etc., on “You Paid For It”.  “It brought back some bad memories.  Have 
a great summer.” 
 
Williams:  Congrats and good luck to the appointed principals.  Reported that Shawn Riendeau was also chosen for the 
Ambassador-To-Ambassador program at the middle school.  Dr. Macera will be sure to add it to her recognitions at the 
next meeting. 
 
Dubois:   Congratulated the new principals.  Said it’s great to see that everyone seems to be on the same page about 
building two new middle schools for the city.  He noted that one of the students in the WACTC Health Occupations 
program, Meghan Minot, won a gold medal at the National SkillsUSA Competition held last week in Kansas City. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:35 p.m.:   A.Forcier  2nd:  M. Williams (Unanimously Approved) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Nancy G. Belisle, WSC Recording Secretary 
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