
MINUTES 
WOONSOCKET SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2006 
7:00 PM-OPEN SESSION 

WACTC – RM. 303 
MULTIMEDIA LAB 

 
 

Called to Order by Chairman Marc Dubois 
Moment of Silence 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Marc Dubois, Chairman   Present 
   Michelle Williams   Present 
   Allen Auclair    Present 
   Eleanor Nadeau    Present 
   Anita McGuire-Forcier   Present 
 
RECOGNITIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
Thanked the TIME teachers, in particular Denise Rodgers, the Parents Advisory Council members, Carmen 
Boucher and Tony Gabriel, Marsha Schlesinger of RIPIN, and all of the community agencies and members 
for making the Family Information Fair held on Saturday, June 3rd.  Forty-three families attended for a total 
of 200 people.  Everyone went away with lots of important information, free books, and many children left 
with wonderful raffle prizes donated by area businesses!  We hope for a bigger turnout next year! 
 
May was designated “Better Hearing and Speech” month by the U.S. Congress.  W.E.D. participated in a 
health fair that was sponsored by the Quota International Club.  It was held on May 17th at the Woonsocket 
Library and Grace Lang and Brenda Mallicoat, two SLP’s from our district, helped with screening people 
for hearing and speech during the fair.  For our participation, the Quota Club gave the W.E.D. a Maico 
Portable Audiometer to be used in the schools for screening student’s hearings.  Receipt of the audiometer 
was greatly appreciated and will ultimately have a positive impact on students in the Woonsocket School 
System.  Dr. Macera thanked the Quota Club for their gracious generosity along with Grace and Brenda for 
their participation during this wonderful event. 
 
Dr. Macera congratulated the WACTC Seniors who received awards at the Annual Senior Awards 
Ceremony held at Wright’s Farm on June 6th.  Over 500 people attended this function.  Awards and 
scholarships were given for academic achievements in Technology, Child Studies, Networking 
Construction, Health, Culinary Arts, Media, and Hospitality & Tourism.  Also, a number of scholarships 
were given at the ceremony.  She congratulated everyone who received these awards. 
 
Dr. Macera also commended the Graduating Seniors for all their hard work during the school year and 
wished everyone a wonderful summer. 
 
RECOGNITION AWARDS 2005-2006 
 -Teacher of the Year-Pauline Papino 
 -Clerical Employee of the Year – Louise Frueh 
 -Custodian of the Year – Paul Blanchard 
Dr. Macera presented the awards to Louise Frueh, Paul Blanchard, and Pauline Papino.     
 
Motion to take Consent Agenda Item #3 out of order:  M. Dubois 2nd:  M. Williams (Unanimously 
Approved) 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
3. Field Trip/Conferences 



*Progress Report on Holocaust Museum, Washington, DC –Approved on 5/31/06 
 
The trip is tomorrow at 5:00 a.m.  There will be 10 chaperones.  They raised over $9,000 for this trip with 
fundraisers.  The students will be donating an additional $41 each.  Many donations were given and 
thanked including:  Woonsocket Teacher’s Guild, Soucy Insurance Agency, Sports Court, & Valley 
Transportation for donating the buses to the airport.   
Jenessa Allen thanked Dr. Macera, Mr. Berman, Pauline Papino, Maureen Mann, Pat Dubois, Miriam 
Goodman, and all who helped and supported to make this trip possible. 
 
PUBLIC GOOD & WELFARE: 
 
Marlene Smith, 7th Grade Teacher at WMS:  Presented a bouquet of flowers to Pauline Papino from the 
7th grade teachers at WMS and congratulated her for the “Teacher of the Year” award. 
 
George Lacouture, 293 Coe Street:  Noticed that nine people have no position control numbers on the 
certified appointments to be approved tonight.  He finds that very difficult.  He is here tonight because 
there was an article in the Journal about a letter written by Dr. Todd Flaherty in which he addressed Dr. 
Macera and Marc Dubois regarding the position of Deputy Superintendent.  George Lacouture stated that, 
“We need a Deputy Superintendent in this system to make us go forward”. 
 
Kathy Bennett, parent:  Came to support positions of the school nurses.  Her son has no medical 
conditions.  She stated if a nurse was not in the school and 911 was called for a child then the principal 
would have to ride in the rescue with that child.   
 
Diane Engels, Chairperson for the Woonsocket School Nurses:  The certified school nurse teachers in 
our district service 12 Woonsocket Public Schools and 4 Parochial Schools including Mount St. Charles, 
which has over 1,000 students.  Reducing the number of school nurses by five, including one position that 
was lost last year, will have a huge impact on the Woonsocket community.  Having a nurse in every school 
reduces absenteeism, the potential for loss of life, and the district liability.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Cynthia Archambault, parent:  She has five children in the Woonsocket School System and came to 
support the school nurses and teacher assistants.  She works in the cafeteria at Citizens’.  On her first day, 
the nurse was covering another school and a child was choking.  She is certified for CPR, but does not have 
to be to work there.  As a mother, if one of her children were to get hurt at school and a nurse was not there, 
she would sue.  She supports the integrated classrooms.  She believes that when there is a will there is a 
way and they should find a way to keep the nurses and teacher assistants. 
 
Denise Auclair, parent:  She has a son at Harris who has asthma and frequents the nurses’ office.  If there 
is any money at all, please get our school nurses back. 
 
Sheila Ramsay, Leo Savoie PTC President:  She is a parent of two students at Leo Savoie School and is 
asking that all the school nurses be reinstated.  This year our nurse at Leo Savoie School was responsible 
for the well being of 377 students and she conducted health screenings and updated health records for 307 
students at Good Shepherd.  “If she is given another school next year, how is she expected to bounce back 
and forth all day?”  The nurses are required to follow doctors’ orders requiring times medications are given.  
She feels that Woonsocket needs more school nurses not less. 
 
Carmen Boucher, PAC Co-Chair:  She represented PAC and went to the State House tonight for a 
meeting to ask for more money for the school budget.  She is still waiting for the Governor to respond to 
her letter requesting a meeting.  The meeting she attended tonight was with Mr. Constantino and was set up 
for her by Roger Picard.   
 
Kimberly Beaudoin, parent:  The nurses are important.  She went to the City Budget Meeting and left 
with a sour taste because they should give more money to the schools. She has a son at Harris with 
diabetes.  Without a nurse at the school next year she will look into having her son home schooled and get a 
lawyer.  



 
Richard DiPardo, 134 Huntington Avenue:  Congratulated the three people who were recognized tonight 
and received awards.  He also extended warm wishes to the recent retirees.  He disagrees with Todd 
Flaherty and George Lacouture.  He stated that Dr. Macera is doing a wonderful job.  He believes that any 
extra money should be devoted to services and reinstating the nurses and paraprofessionals and lost 
teaching positions.   Have a nice summer. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  May 10, 2006 Page 5 Revision; May 25, 2006 SPECIAL 
OPEN/CLOSED; May 31, 2006 OPEN/CLOSED 
Motion to Approve:  M. Williams  2nd:  A. Auclair  (Unanimously Approved) 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (continued):   
 
 EXEMPTIONS: 

2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
Kids’ Klub, Inc./Sp. Ed. Program/ WHS/Local:  Removed by M. Williams 

4. Disposal of Obsolete Textbooks:  Removed by M. Dubois 
1. Personnel Actions 

Remove the transfers in the FYI section of Natalie Brennan, Jessica Butash, & Sandra 
Gasbarro 
 

Motion to approve:  A. Auclair 2nd:  M. Williams (Unanimously Approved) 
 
1.  Personnel Actions 
 Certified Appointments/Non-Certified Appointments 
 
2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
 Center for Mathematics Achievement/Math Project 
 Enrollments/ WMS/Math Grant 
 Keystone Information Systems/Software Maint./McFee Local 
 Menard’s Electric, Inc./Lights/Culinary/WACTC/Voc. Revenue 
 Postmaster/Stamps/McFee/Local 
 Quill Corp/Supplies/WACTC/Perkins Grant  
 
3. Field/Trip Conferences 
 Henry Lee Forensic Science Institute, W. Haven, CT – WACTC/Perkins Grant 
 
END OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
EXEMPTIONS TO CONSENT AGENDA 
 

2. Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
Kids’ Klub, Inc./Sp. Ed. Program/ WHS/Local:  Removed by M. Williams 
 
Dr. Macera explained that Kids’ Klub is a fiscal agent for this special education program held 
at WHS. 
 
Motion to Approve Kids’ Klub:  M. Williams 2nd:  A. Forcier (Unanimously Approved) 
 

4.    Disposal of Obsolete Textbooks:  Removed by M. Dubois 
 

Dr. Macera explained that they need the WSC’s approval to distribute these books to children.  
They will not be thrown away. 



 
Motion to Approve Disposal of Obselete Textbooks:  M. Dubois 2nd:  E. Nadeau & A. 
Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
Mr. Auclair stated that on Monday they were able to hold their first subcommittee meeting and was 
concerned with the heterogeneous grouping at the WMS. There were nine parents, Dr. Macera, and Mr. 
Auclair present at this meeting.  Dr. Macera answered a majority of the issues.  The research states that it is 
not the best way to do instruction.  They are going to transition out of this type of program.   
 
CONFERENCES: 

Title 1 and Title 3 & 4 Interventions/Elementary – L. Filomeno 
Linda Filomeno was sick this evening.  This conference will be rescheduled at another meeting. 
 
 Presentation of Woonsocket Middle School Celebration of Positive Initiatives 
Mr. Berman read a report on WMS reflections of 2005-2006.  He spoke of many positive events that 
happened at WMS this school year.  He praised the staff, students, and family members of WMS.  There 
were many after school activities offered to students this year.  The staff attended many professional 
development opportunities.  Mrs. Gasbarro stated that the professional development attendance was 
phenomenal.  They are all working together to change the climate of WMS.   
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  E. Nadeau 2nd:  A. Auclair  (Unanimously Approved) 
 
 Preliminary Report of RIDE Commissioner’s Visit 
Mary Canole, Director of Office of Progressive Support and Intervention presented the Report from the 
Commissioner’s Visit to Woonsocket Middle School.  The purpose of this visit was to create information 
about how well the school has implemented its action plan for reading during the 2005-2006 school year.  
They noticed improved communication and a willingness of almost all adults to work together and improve 
student reading.  The discipline in the entire school has improved greatly which allows more instructional 
time.  Rick Richards stated that the entire faculty appears to believe that improving reading is an important 
goal.  During this year many teachers have helped develop students with stronger reading skills.  The team 
notes that progress has occurred over that year but significant work remains to be done.  Mr. Auclair asked 
if the reading problems in the middle school level are coming from the elementary level.   
Ms. Williams asked about summer reading programs.  Dr. Macera said they are waiting for funding to get 
an instructional program.  There are summer reading requirements to be done at home.   
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  A. Auclair 2nd:  E. Nadeau (Unanimously Approved) 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 Approval of WHS & Elementary Handbooks – 2nd Passage 
 
Dr. Macera stated that WMS handbook is still under review and will hopefully be ready for 2nd passage on 
the June 28th meeting.   
 
Motion to approve WHS handbooks-2nd Passage:  M. Williams 2nd:  M. Dubois 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes. Motion passed. 
 
Motion to approve Elementary handbooks – 2nd Passage:  A. Auclair 2nd:  M. Williams 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes. Motion passed. 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Approval of Local 1137 Contract 
Dr. Macera commended the district staff who participated in negotiations and the two school committee 
members – Michelle Williams and Eleanor Nadeau, Tom Lambert, President of Local 1137, John King, and 
their representative Senator John Tassoni.  The contract negotiations were very productive.  The salary 
percent raises are the same as the teacher/teacher assistants.  Mr. Auclair requested Dr. Macera to read the 
increased benefits that W.E.D and Local 1137 will be receiving in this contract.   



 
Motion to approve:  E. Nadeau 2nd:  M. Williams 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes. Motion passed. 
 

2. Bid Award #06-15 – Dishwashers 
The bids were sent to five vendors with two vendors responding.  After reviewing the bids, it is 
recommended that the bid be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder according to specifications, 
Kittredge Equipment Company, Inc. of Springfield, MA, for the total of $31,254.   
 
Motion to approve:  A. Forcier 2nd:  A. Auclair 
Roll Call Vote:  (MD/yes; MW/yes; AA/yes; EN/yes; AF/yes) 5 yes. Motion passed. 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Dr. Maureen Macera, Superintendent 
She thanked the State Dept. of Education for all their support. Dr. Canole has been phenomenal.  She also 
thanked Rick Richards for his support.  She thanked the Central Office Staff for their tremendous support.  
She is so excited for settling three contracts very amicably.  She thanked Michelle Williams and Eleanor 
Nadeau.  They were extremely valuable during the contract negotiations.  She also thanked Miriam 
Goodman, her right hand person.   
 
Motion to receive and place on file:  M. Williams 2nd:  A. Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE GOOD & WELFARE 
 
Dubois:  He thanked Dr. Macera, Miriam Goodman, Kathie Lombardo, Michelle Williams, and Eleanor 
Nadeau for their work with the three contracts.  He congratulated the 8th grade students at WMS.  The WHS 
graduation went well and was decorated beautifully.  He was very impressed with the WACTC graduation.  
It was mentioned in tonight’s Good & Welfare about the letter from Dr. Todd Flaherty requesting to 
reinstate the deputy superintendent.  He did receive this letter, but the letter did not ask for a direct reply.  
He feels Dr. Macera is doing a wonderful job and he is very impressed.  The district is in much better shape 
than it was a couple of years ago.  Any extra money should go to reinstating the nurses and teacher 
assistants before hiring a deputy superintendent.  Mr. Dubois appreciates his opinion, but he respectfully 
disagrees. 
 
Forcier:  She congratulated the seniors who graduated.  She also congratulated the 8th grade students at 
WMS and she attended their ceremony.  She also attended the Family Information Fair.  She had a bullying 
information booth with the Woonsocket Police.  She congratulated the award recipients for the teacher, 
custodian, and secretary of the year.  She asked how come there was not a teacher assistant of the year 
awarded.  Dr. Macera answered there were no nominations received this year.  Have a great summer. 
 
Nadeau:  She agrees with Mr. Dubois regarding the comments that were made about the deputy 
superintendent position.  It was Dr. Macera who agreed to do this job without an assistant.  She realized 
that the money could be better used in other places. She has credibility and respect.  Ms. Nadeau disagrees 
with the state’s opinion.  If there is extra money in the budget, it should go to replacing the nurses and 
teacher assistants.  This year’s salutorian was only in the country three years from Poland and did not speak 
English when she entered the country.  Also the class president was from Senegal and received National 
Honors.  These students must have been very motivated to learn the language so quickly and receive such 
high honors.  This is very amazing.  We should be proud our system helped them accomplish what they 
did.   
 
Williams:  She also agrees with Mr. Dubois and Ms. Nadeau regarding the deputy superintendent position.  
She disagrees with George Lacouture.  Dr. Macera is working very hard and doing an excellent job.  We do 
need nurses, teacher assistants and teachers in the classrooms servicing the children.  She appreciates all the 
hard work Dr. Macera has done and feels they do not need a deputy superintendent at this time.  She 
congratulated Mrs. Papino, Mrs. Frueh, and Mr. Blanchard.  She also attended the WHS graduation and 
congratulated all who graduated.  She also attended the WMS awards ceremony.  She could not make the 
8th grade ceremony but congratulated those students also.  One student had perfect attendance for all three 
years. That is incredible.  How are we going to get children to gather in one place to have a summer reading 



program?  There are many community centers that may be used.  She congratulated the 8th grade team trip 
to Washington.  She thanked Mr. Legare for providing transportation to the airport. 
 
Auclair:  He agrees with Mr. Dubois regarding the deputy superintendent position.  He respectfully 
disagrees with RIDE to reinstate this position.  We need to work smarter, not harder.  He congratulated 
Pauline, Paul, and Louise for representing our district so well.  Due to his work schedule he was not able to 
attend the graduations and award ceremonies.  He is very proud of all the students.  He suggests having the 
school physician review our medical needs to recommend what we need for staffing regarding the nurses.  
He requested two meetings beginning in August.  The first on is a district leadership retreat which would 
consist of the WSC and the superintendent.  He would like to see this three times a year to establish our 
goals and to keep us all on the same page.  He also would like a quarterly management meeting.  The WSC 
and superintendent would meet with WMS administration on a quarterly basis.  He is extremely happy to 
hear about the reduction in discipline.  He will not be able to attend the June 28th meeting because he will 
be on vacation.  Have a great summer and stay safe.  He looks forward to a good opening of school in 
September.   
 
Mr. Dubois asked Mr. Ackerman if the district had a retreat would this be violating the open meeting law.  
Mr. Ackerman answered that it would be considered a meeting and it would have to be in open session. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 10:00:  A. Forcier 2nd:  A. Auclair (Unanimously Approved) 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Michelle Gatta, WSC Recording Secretary Sub 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


