
 

                                                                         MINUTES    
                            WOONSOCKET SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
                                                       WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2004 
                                                            7:00 P.M. -OPEN SESSION 
            WACTC-ROOM 303 
           MULTI-MEDIA ROOM 
 
Call to Order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Moment of Silence 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call: 
 
  Marc Dubois-Chairman  Present 
  Michael Bileau-Vice Chairman Present 
  Allen Auclair   Present 
  John Ward   Absent 
  Michelle Williams  Present 
 
 
GOOD AND WELFARE-PUBLIC:   
 
Ms. Linda Majewski of 51 St. Hughes Street asked if on the next school-year calendar, they would consider 
placing all the Profession Development days together before the kids come back to school. A lot of the 
Professional days are days after holidays and a lot of folks will lose their holiday pay if they don’t work the 
day after a holiday. Other Districts do all of them the week before Labor Day.  Dr. D’Acchioli stated that the 
administration tried to do that but officials at the Department of Education did not want that. They want 
them spread out so there is reinforcement. They try and schedule those days on days the schools will be 
closed anyways like Election Day, and also, coordinate the March date with a regional Middle School 
Conference. 
 
Ms. Karen DeLauria, co-chair of the Bernon heights PTO, stated that at the November 16th meeting at the 
school, it was agreed there would be bussing at Logee and parents could use the St. Agatha’s bus stop. 
Parents filed the papers and were denied bussing due to their address.  She thought no child would be denied 
for safety purposes. There are approximately thirteen students that were denied.  Supposedly, the paperwork 
was forwarded to Valley Transportation and they were denied due to their address.  The City said it would 
pay for an additional bus if necessary.  Ms. Carmine Boucher of 103 Glendale avenue stated she was one 
that was denied and explained to Mr. Legare where her child walks.  
 
RECOGNITIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Dr. D’Acchioli congratulated the administration and staff at Woonsocket High School and the WACTC for 
earning full accreditation from the NEASC.   
 
The Superintendent explained that although it’s a few weeks later, the football team deserved to be 
showcased for a remarkable season ending with a State Championship and Super Bowl Championship.  
Kudos to Anthony Gagnon for being named MVP.  Louis Rivera, Josh Letoil, and quarterback Anthony 
Marsella also heavily contributed to an impressive 27-9 victory.  Special thanks to Coach Mike Kane and 
offensive coordinator Paul Choquette, for keeping the game exciting and to the fans for adding to the pride 
of Woonsocket High!   
 
Congratulations went to Anthony Marsella for being named “ Scholar Athlete of the Week” on November 
22nd.  Anthony is not only the quarterback for the Villa Novan’s with an 8 and 2 record, he is also president 
of the Woonsocket chapter of the National Honor Society, with an excellent 3.8 GPA and is the New 
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England winner of the Wendy’s Heisman Award.  Congratulations Anthony! 
 
The Social Street School and staff once again brought recognition to the district by hosting both the 
Governor and Mrs. Carcieri.  The Governor enjoyed great performances by the fourth and fifth grade class 
and a final song by the entire school.  Mrs. Carcieri visited the school last Friday to celebrate “Read across 
America Day.”  She read to First graders and presented a lesson on substance abuse to the fifth graders.  
Social Street should be proud of the gains they have made in their State Performance scores and for hosting 
such prestigious people. 
 
A special thanks was given to Fleet Bank who will be providing the funding for a trip to the Stadium Theatre 
on Friday, December 17, for 71 kindergarten children who attend Second Avenue School. They will see 
Cinderella's Christmas. 
 
Bernon Heights was a First Place-$500.00 winner of the 2004-2005 Project LEARN Pennies for Literacy 
contest.  Bernon was in competition with Elementary, Middle and High Schools throughout Rhode Island.  
Project LEARN supports adult literacy.  Funds will be used to provide additional educational programs at 
Bernon Heights.  Also, Bernon Height’s students collected nine hundred canned goods and one hundred and 
two coats during their November annual Alan Shawn Feinstein Good Deed food and coat drives. All items 
were donated to area centers.  The Superintendent congratulated all who participated. 
 
Dr. D’Acchioli thanked Detective Paul Sevigny and Lt. Eugene Jillette for training the Citizens crossing 
guards, and performing follow-up training sessions for them each month.  Safety is paramount, and these 
two gentlemen are helping keep Citizens Memorial School safe! 
 
Globe Park became an official Toys' for Tot’s collection location.  Thanks were extended to all Globe Park 
staff for continued efforts to help those less fortunate. 
 
In the same vein, congratulations went to the students and staff at the Leo A. Savoie School for collecting 
canned goods for the Because He Lives Ministries for the Thanksgiving holiday. The generous donations 
collected made the holiday special for many families in the community.  Thanks, also, went to everyone who 
donated. 
 
Dr. D’Acchioli congratulated Mr. Legare and Valley Transportation for serving the City for 25 impressive 
years and hoped the next 25 years bring even greater success. 
 
Motion to receive and place of file                                   MB Second: AA 
Unanimously approved 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
 
Motion to table the minutes because they are still being transcribed           MD Second: MB 
Unanimously approved                      
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Personnel Actions:  (See Attached) 
 Certified Appointments   
 Non-Certified Appointments 
  
Purchases/Transfers Over $2,000 
 
Local
 Apple Computers/Computers/Harris Loca-$2,597.00 
 Lakeshore Learning Materials/Supplies/District/Local-$7,7778.27 
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 Orchard Software/Software/WMS/Local-$2,395.00 
 Rizzo Ford/Transmission Repair 1997/Facilities/Local-$3,076.14 
 Tech Depot/Printer & Supplies/Harris/Local-$2,028.00 
  
Grant  
 Donna McBurney/Consultant/District/Grant-$10,000.00 
 Marge Petit Consulting/Consulting Serv/Curriculum/Grant-$5,500.00 
 Mt. St. Charles/Prof. Development/Curriculum/Gran-$5,460.00 
 PFeil & Holding Inc./Culinary Supplies/Burriville/Grant-$2,606.20 
 RI Restaurant Equip. Co./Refrigerator & Freezer/Burriville/Grant-$4,175.00 
 Winthrop St. Motors/Van/Burriville/Grant-$10,800.00 
 
Article 18
 Century Consultants/Starbase Training/Tech/Article 18-$5,400.00 
 
Field Trips/Conference Requests  None 
 
Home Schooling Requests:  (1) 
 
Mr. Auclair asked that the Rizzo Ford item be removed for discussion. 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda except for the Rizzo Ford purchase     
MB Second: AA 
Unanimously approved 
 
Mr. Auclair stated that this was the third truck in a couple of months that is in need of repair. He wanted to 
know if there were others that needed work before the snow this winter and asked that all trucks be reviewed 
to see if they are winter ready.  Mr. Bileau stated this particular vehicle is a van and not a truck so it 
wouldn’t be used for snow plowing and it had a great deal of mileage on it. 
 
Motion to approve the Rizzo Ford purchase in the amount of $3,076.14       MD Second: AA 
Unanimously approved 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mr. Auclair reminded everyone that the next Parent Advisory Council meeting 
would be on January 5th at 7:00 P.M. in the same room as this meeting.  He asked that they be put on the 
January 12th agenda for a committee report. 
 
CONFERENCES: 
Mr. Vachon for the High School and Mr. Riley from the WACTC gave the Standard of Accreditation 
presentation.  Mr. Vachon read aloud his cover letter. He stated that this accreditation affects the 
community, as well, such as affecting tax rates, distribution of staff, etc. Some of the highlights of the report 
are as follows: the NEASC team liked that their mission and goals were well defined; staff practiced what 
they preached; staff goes above and beyond with limited resources; students engage in interactive learning; 
school leadership is doing a fine job; a safe environment; maintenance of a thirty-two year old building that 
only looks ten years old; liked sense of togetherness and making connections for the benefit of their 
students.  Some of their needs are as follows: need to develop strategies that are culturally diversified; 
eliminate drop outs; upgrade language and world science labs (pursing grants for that all ready); expand 
Professional Development and change teaching techniques; due to the high-school restructuring act, he will 
need more administration to help in the school which will be addressed later. He stated how proud he was of 
this and this is the World Series for them and t-shirts were made up showing they are the Champions and the 
School Committee members received one because they are part of the team. The report can be found on the 
high school website. 
Mr. Riley stated that the folks who came in to do this report were familiar with career and tech schools.  
They were commended on how they work with the high school. They have worked hard to make this one 
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campus and would like to physically connect the two buildings someday. 
 
Mrs. Nault a teacher and co-chair of the NEASC steering committee, added that over the last ten years, there 
has been dramatic changes in the school especially with block scheduling and the development of their 
mission statement and their expectations, school-wide Rubrics, changes in the curriculum, the increase use 
of technology in the classrooms, lab experiments, videos, self evaluation and more.  She was very proud as 
the co-chair of the NEASC steering committee. 
 
Motion to receive and place of file said presentation                              MD Second: MB 
Unanimously approved 
 
Mr. Vachon explained the introduction of the Advisor/Advisee program. High schools are going through a 
major reconstruction by the State and they require them to pursue the following three items: literacy, 
graduate requirements and personalization (a student connects with one adult in the building from when they 
enter until they graduate).  Time is allotted daily a few times a week for fifteen or less students to report to 
an adult at a specified time.  This is so no one slips thru the cracks.  A guidance counselor serves three 
hundred students.  This was a student reports to a teacher three times a week and there are no lesson plans or 
tests just a connection with a possible theme for the week such as respect or career planning.  If a student has 
a problem such as too many absences or grades are dropping off, the advisor can direct the student in the 
right direction.  This is mandated by the State and they will experiment with this in the third quarter and 
change it as they go. At the end of the third quarter, the faculty will be surveyed and modify the program as 
needed.  They will be no more homeroom and a small amount of time will be taken out of block one. A few 
minutes is taken from each period. If a parent doesn’t want their child to participate, that is all right but he 
would like to take to them first. The teachers are not counseling the students. 
 
Dr. Macera stated that this is patterned after colleges where a student is assigned a student advisor where 
they are dealing with one adult and that can really help the student. This is an expectation of your NEASC 
accreditation. 
 
Mr. Vachon stated that certified support staff would help, as well, such as the social worker and him to cover 
all students. This is not a playtime.  It is an informal time to talk about topics of the day and each teacher 
will have a buddy system with another teacher to help cover in their absence. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file said presentation                                         MD Second: AA 
Unanimously approved 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Ms. Sheri Hareter of 175 Newland Avenue stated her nine-year-old daughter attends the Leo Savoie School 
and she missed receiving bussing by 200 feet.  Where she walks, there is no sidewalk and, also, has to walk 
Mendon Road which is very busy.  
 
Chairman Dubois stated he did call her once he received her letter and did go out to measure. 
 
Mr. Legare stated that transportation can be granted if under one mile if deemed an unsafe area. 
 
Mr. Auclair suggested that she attend next week’s City Council meeting about such issues.  There is an 
ordnance that the City is responsible to clear off sidewalks or make a path.  They are not responsible until 
the student reaches school grounds. 
 
Dr. Macera was told by the State that only the Police could deem an area unsafe.  There are twenty-five 
students in that same area that don’t qualify for bussing.  They have made arrangements for inclement days 
that students will be picked up. 
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Mr. Legare suggested coordinating with other parents to assist her daughter getting to school. There are 
sixteen other residents that don’t qualify for bussing. Perhaps, she could walk with them. 
 
Ms. Williams suggested she talk to the principal or attend a PTA meeting to coordinate with other students 
or parents. 
 
Ms. Hareter claimed that no other children walk and they all get the bus. Dr. Macera asked her to provide 
actual names and she will investigate that with Mr. Prince and wills see how the other twenty-five are 
getting to school. 
 
Motion that Dr. Macera seek approval and recommendation from the Police Department 
MD Second: AA 
Unanimously approved 
 
Motion to table said item                                                            MD Second: MB 
Unanimously approved 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 
 
Prior to Thanksgiving, Dr. D’Acchioli had an opportunity to participate in an asthma prevention program 
offered at the Coleman School.  An EPA Healthy Communities program funded a partnership between 
Hasbro Children’s Hospital and Thundermist to offer awareness sessions in all of their schools. 
 
Additional grant-funds are, also, allowing Thundermist to perform dental exams and cleanings at the Middle 
School and, also, at the Harris, Social, and Fairmount schools.  These programs are well received. 
 
Last Saturday, along with Mr. Auclair, Mr. Bileau and Mr. Ward, he attended a RIASC sponsored workshop 
for new School Committee members.  The session was most informative.  This Committee has already 
confronted many of the topics discussed at that session.  Hopefully, as time passes, school operations will 
achieve an even greater level of efficiency and seamlessness. 
 
Search for a Facilities Director is on schedule.  The posting closes this Friday, December 17th.  Currently, 
they have twenty-six applicants.  A screening Committee composed the School Committee’s Facilities 
Subcommittee, the president of Local 1137, the Business Manager, and the Directors of Human Resource, 
Technology, and Athletics will assist the Superintendent with this selection of Mr. Parrillo’s replacement.  
They hope to have a recommendation ready for the January 12th meeting. 
 
The next three School Committee meetings need to be devoted almost exclusively to the budget.  The first 
meeting on January 12th will focus on enrollments, capital improvements, and approval of non-union wages.  
The January 26th meeting will be devoted to adoption of the Personnel Supplement, an overview of their 
total budget, and the annual Public Forum.  The February 9th meeting will be finalization and adoption of 
the entire budget.  The WED must deliver an approved budget to the Mayor prior to March 1.  The schedule 
is rigorous because he will not be available for the February 23rd meeting and would like to see the budget 
finalized before then. 
 
Earlier, a question was raised regarding the 2005-2006 school year calendar.  Be advised that he may be 
bringing the calendar back before Committee for modification once the RIDE makes a determination as to 
whether or not News Years Day will be observed on Monday, January 3, 2006.  To date, that determination 
has not been made by RIDE. 
 
Over the weekend, Mr. Emerson and Dr. D’Acchioli contributed to an article in the Call and were guests on 
WNRI specifically to speak to the growing wave of students bringing contraband materials to school.  He 
will took the opportunity to appeal to all parents and guardians of their students to please speak with your 
child about what may or may not be allowed to be brought to school.  He would, also, appeal to parents to be 
very selective in the holiday items that are purchased for their children.  The Administration needs parental 
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help to keep all r students safe.   
 
Dr. D’Acchioli then wished Happy Holidays to all. 
 
Motion to receive and place on file said Superintendent’s Report                      MB Second: MW 
Unanimously approved 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE GOOD AND WELFARE: 
 
 
Mr. Bileau offered kudos to Mr. Vachon, Mr. Riley and entire staff right down to the custodians for 
everyone doing their share. He congratulated Mr. Legare on his twenty-five years of service.  Kudos to the 
football team and winter sports are doing well. He attended a seminar on Saturday and it was nice to meet 
other people around the State who have the same problems and hear some solutions. Merry Christmas and a 
safe New Year. 
 
Chairman Dubois congratulated the Super Bowl Villanovans and Mr. Vachon and Mr. Riley.  He had the 
pleasure two weeks ago meeting Mrs. Carcieri and she is a very lovely person.  She read at Social Street and 
gave a science lesson. In all, she spent three hours there. He congratulated Mr. Legare. Chairman Dubois 
requested that a School Committee member be involved in the selection of a new Facilities director. Dr. 
D’Acchioli stated there would be two, Mr. Ward and Mr. Bileau who expressed interest in serving.  
Chairman Dubois wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
 
Ms. Williams congratulated the High School and Career & Tech, the football team and Mr. Legare.  She was 
concerned that at Globe Park where her daughter attends, no Science grade was given out on the report card 
because the teacher was out so many days that no grade was given.  Her daughter, along with others, worked 
very hard on their science projects.  Also, she is hearing that students are losing part or all their recess to 
punishment. This is their only physical activity and believes that there should be other options for 
punishment. Chairman Dubois stated he would have the Safety Committee look into it, as well. Regarding 
the Universal breakfast, she does not have a feeling either way but feels that if this program is so needed, 
where were all the parents at the last meeting. Last week, she visited the Bernon Heights facilities building 
and the State Law is no smoking on school grounds and she found cigarette butts on the floor, in machines 
and lots of them outside the building. We’re not abiding by the State Law. Also, the Director keeps an office 
at McFee and at the Bernon facility and in the office at Bernon, there is a couch, TV, air conditioner and 
alarm system. The Computer Department begged for an air conditioner for their equipment and there are 
three in the Facilities Department. The couch and TV has to go. Dr. D’Acchioli stated those were not 
provided by the school department. At the Middle School, there are classrooms with no shades at all and 
other have what appears to be the original shades from when the school was built because they have holes 
and are dingy. They do not promote a pleasant environment plus the SALT visit is due at the Middle School 
soon.  She wished everyone Happy Holidays. 
 
Mr. Auclair reminded everyone about the Parent Advisory Council meeting on January 5th and asked for 
more participation. He went with Mr. Ward and Mr. Bileau to the recent RIASC workshop that reviewed the 
responsibility of School Committees. The School Committee’s job is to formulate policies to drive the 
District and clear expectation.  They constantly mentioned ethics from the General Law statutes.  All must 
recognize that the first and greatest concern is the education and welfare of the students.  Everything they all 
do is based around that. Mr. Vachon did not mention parents in his report. They do promote community 
involvement. He requested a workshop with the WACTC, High School and the School Committee to review 
the recommendations of NEASC. He congratulated the Villanovans. He spoke with Mrs. Valentine at the 
Middle School and would like to set up a workshop with the Middle School. They have a SALT visit 
coming up. The school-improvement team has done their work.  Mr. Auclair gave the Committee a copy of 
the retention list and sub committee list for informational purposes. He commended Dr. D’Acchioli for 
being at the School-Committee workshop. He was one of very few superintendents who showed up. 
Regarding the Universal Breakfast Program, he has heard a lot of discussion going both ways on this issue 
and he is not for it. They need to provide data to show they are getting to children at or below poverty and 
they did not provide that. He wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
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The Chair declared a five-minute recess at 8:50 before convening into Closed session. 
 
Call back to order at 9:00 P.M.. 
 
Motion to convene into Executive Closed Session in accordance with RI Law: 42-46-5 (a) (8) Student 
Privacy Issue; 42-46-5 (a)(1) Non Renewal of Two Administrator’s Contracts   
MD Second: AA 
Roll Call Vote (All Yes) 
 
Open session reconvened at 10:05. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 10:05 P.M.                                                           MD Second: MB 
Unanimously approved 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Denise St Germain 
WSC Recording Secretary 
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