
Portsmouth School Committee 
June 26, 2012 
Public Session 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Mrs. King, at 6:00 PM.     
 
MEMBERS PRESENT

 

:  Marilyn King, Chair; Jon Harris, Vice Chair (6:45 PM, Executive Session 
only); Angela Volpicelli, Clerk; David Croston; Michael Daly; Thomas Vadney; and Sylvia 
Wedge (6:15 PM) 

Also Present:  Dr. Krizic, Superintendent; Jeffrey Schoonover, Interim Director of Instruction 
and Assessment; Mark Dunham, Director of Finance and Administration; Patti Cofield, Admin-
istrative Assistant; Joseph Quinn, Little Compton Liaison; Kathryn Crowley, Little Compton 
Superintendent 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT
 

:   None. 

A motion was made by Ms. Volpicelli to adjourn to Executive Session pursuant to R.I. Law 42-
46-5, Exceptions (a)(1) Job Performance/Personnel Matters, and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining 
and/or Litigation.  Seconded by Mr. Daly.  So voted 5-0   
 
Public Session recessed at 6:00 PM and resumed at 7:00 PM. 
 
Mr. Harris recused himself from the meeting.   
 
1.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 

  

2.  
 

RECOGNITIONS 

A.  Cynthia S. Perrotti was recognized for her years of service as a School Committee Mem-
ber.  

 
B.  Trish Martins was recognized for her years of service as the Director of the Newport 

County Regional Special Education Program.   
 
3.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

 

:  Mrs. Marilyn King reminded the Committee of their respon-
sibilities under RIGL 16-2-9, General Powers and Duties of School Committees.  She also 
announced that an Executive Session was held prior to the meeting, and discussion took 
place regarding Council 94 negotiations.  A motion was made by Mr. Daly and was seconded 
by Ms. Wedge to seal the minutes of the Executive Session.  So voted 6-0. 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT
 

:  None 

5.  
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMUNICATION 

A.  Early Intervention Program Report.  A Powerpoint presentation on the Early Intervention 
Program was given by Interim Director of Instruction and Assessment, Jeffrey 
Schoonover. 
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B.  Investment Policy.  The Investment Policy discussion was withdrawn from the agenda 
and will be presented at a future meeting. 

 
6.  
 

APPROVAL OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MINUTES 

A motion was made by Ms. Volpicelli and was seconded by Mr. Daly to approve the June 12, 
2012, and June 18, 2012, meeting minutes.  So voted 6-0 (June 12, 2012), and 4-0-2 (June 
18, 2012).  Mr. Croston and Ms. Wedge abstained from voting on the June 18, 2012, minutes 
due to their absence from that meeting.     
 

7.  CONSENT AGENDA
 

   

A.  Appointment – Grade 8 ELA Teacher, PMS 
 
B.  Appointment – PHS Art Teacher, .4 time 
 
C.  Appointment – PHS Math Teacher 
 
D.  Appointment – PHS Math Teacher 
 
E.  Appointment – PHS Science Teacher 

 
F.  Approval of May Financial Reports 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Volpicelli and was seconded by Ms. Wedge to approve the Con-
sent Agenda as presented.  So voted 6-0.  Dr. Krizic announced the following appointments: 
 
A.  Grade 8 ELA Teacher, PMS – James Murray 
 
B.  PHS Art Teacher, .4 time – Krista Hook 
 
C.  PHS Math Teacher – Laura Izzi 
 
D.  PHS Math Teacher – Evan Denard 
 
E.  PHS Science Teacher – Tyler Angers 

 
8.  

 
BUSINESS AGENDA 

A.  Turf and Track Project Discussion.  A motion was made by Mr. Croston to provide the 
PHS field turf group permission to conduct an engineering study on the high school field.  
Seconded by Mr. Daly.  So voted 6-0.  Mr. Croston stated that he had previously re-
stricted the amount of advertising on the field, and he made a motion to remove the 
restriction of 4 on-field advertisements and to authorize the group to determine.   He 
would like the group to make a presentation to the School Committee at a later date.  
Seconded by Mr. Daly.  Mr. Croston stated that the Athletic Director can guide us best in 
that situation.  Mrs. Coll stated that it will be done tastefully.  Dr. Krizic stated that the 
group is looking at different options; and if they can attain their targeted financial goal, 
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they won’t have to do on-field advertising.  So voted 6-0.   Mr. Croston made a motion to 
accept and approve the donor levels as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Vadney. So voted 6-
0.   

 
B.  FY13 Budget Approval ($37,518,439 as appropriated by the Town Council).  Mr. Dun-

ham explained the line item changes to the budget.  A motion was made by Mr. Croston 
and was seconded by Ms. Wedge to approve the line item changes as presented.  So voted 
6-0.  A motion was made by Mr. Croston and was seconded by Ms. Volpicelli to approve 
the bottom line budget in the amount of $37,518,439.  So voted 6-0.   

 
C.  Budget Transfers.  A motion was made by Ms. Volpicelli and was seconded by Mr. Cros-

ton to approve the budget transfers as presented.  So voted 6-0. 
 
D.  Creating District Paid Family Liaison Position at Hathaway (at a cost not-to-exceed 

$30,000).  This item was requested by Mr. Croston.  A motion was made by Ms. 
Volpicelli and was seconded by Mr. Vadney for discussion purposes to create a district 
paid family liaison position at Hathaway at a cost not-to-exceed $30,000.  He feels the 
position of parent liaison at Hathaway has served this district admirably, has saved the 
district a considerable amount of money, and pays for itself.  Much discussion took place.  
Mr. Croston asked Mr. Ettinger what his recommendation was when the decision was 
made to cut the position.  Mr. Ettinger stated that his original recommendation was two-
fold with the dollars available.  His priority was for the “Before the Bell” program; 
however, he also thought it was important to retain the liaison position.  Discussion 
continued regarding how the role and responsibilities of the parent liaison could be 
performed by other personnel at Hathaway.  The motion to create a district paid family 
liaison position at Hathaway failed 1-4.  Mr. Croston voted in favor.   

 
E.  Approve a .4 Increase in Elementary Social Worker Position (to address the social emo-

tional needs of students at both elementary schools).  A motion was made by Ms. Vol-
picelli and was seconded by Mr. Daly to approve a .4 increase in the elementary social 
worker position to address the social and emotional needs of students at both elementary 
schools.  So voted 6-0. 

 
F.  Role of the School Committee regarding Federal Grants.  Mr. Croston requested that this 

item be put on the agenda for further discussion.  Dr. Krizic explained that it is the 
School Committee’s responsibility to determine what role the Committee plays in the 
handling of federal grant money.  It is the Administration’s responsibility to provide the 
information to the Committee and does so on a quarterly basis.  Mr. Croston stated that 
he would like to see it more readily available.   

 
9.  
 

SUBCOMMITTEE COMMUNICATION 

A. Facilities.  No report.   
 

B. Finance.  No report.     
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C. Health and Wellness.  No report. 
 

D. Negotiations.  No report.       
   
E. Personnel.  No report.      

 
F. Policy.  Mrs. King stated that a meeting will be scheduled shortly. 

 
G.  Portsmouth Joint Subcommittee on Fiscal Health.  Dr. Krizic stated that the Town Coun-

cil has not appointed their members yet.   
 

H.  Technology.  Mr. Vadney reported that a presentation by members of the IT Department 
on the topic of IT operations was given at the June 18th subcommittee meeting.  The next 
meeting will take place on Monday, September 17th, at 6:00 PM in the PHS Library. 
 

10.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Ms. Volpicelli and was seconded by Mr. Daly to adjourn the meeting.  
So voted 6-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM.    

 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Patti Cofield 
Recording Secretary for: 
 
 
 
Angela Volpicelli, Clerk 


