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The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by the Chairman, Mr. Carpender, and the following 
members were present: 
 
Mr. Richard Carpender, Chair           Mrs. Marge Levesque, Clerk          Mrs. Marilyn King 
Ms. Sylvia Wedge, V. Chair                                    Ms. Angela Volpicelli 
          
           
Also Present:  Dr. Lusi, Mr. Mark Dunham, and Mrs. Patti Cofield 
 
Absent:   Asst. Supt. Colleen Jermain, Mr. Michael Buddemeyer, and Mrs. Cynthia Perrotti 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Wedge and was seconded by Mrs. Levesque to adjourn to Executive 
Session pursuant to R.I. Law 42-46-5, Exceptions (a)(1) Job Performance/Personnel Matters; 
(a)(2) Collective Bargaining and/or Litigation; or (a)(8) Student Discipline.  So voted 5-0.   
 
The Public Session recessed at 6:01 PM and resumed at 6:23 PM.   
 
1.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

• The next School Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 27th, the day after the 
Town Council votes on the final adopted budget.     

:  Mr. Carpender reported on the following: 

• An Executive Session was held prior to this meeting on a motion by Ms. Wedge and 
seconded by Mrs. Levesque pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5, Exceptions (a)(1) and (a)(2).  No 
motions were made, and no votes were taken.  A motion to adjourn the Executive Session 
was made by Ms. Wedge and was seconded by Mrs. Levesque.  So voted 5-0.  A motion 
to seal the minutes was made by Ms. Wedge and was seconded by Mrs. Levesque.  So 
voted 5-0.   

 
2.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
• The Public Budget Hearing will be held on Wednesday, July 14th, at 7:00 PM at the PMS 

Little Theatre.  Dr. Lusi encouraged everyone to attend. 

:    Dr. Lusi reported on the following: 

• We are somewhat behind for setting up for this coming school year.  Because we have no 
budget, we have done fewer recalls of staff than usual.  We have never not had a budget by 
the end of June since she was here.  While a limited number of recalls are being recom-
mended this evening, there are some very large open questions, such as:  how many art and 
music teachers will there be, art and music classes, etc.  Those questions cannot be answered 
this evening; however, we are making an enormous effort to do the best we can.   

• We are withdrawing Agenda Item c) on Business Agenda (the report on the June financials).  
We are still closing out the books and will bring it back to you at the next meeting.   

 
b)  Teaching and Learning:  Absent. 

 
 c)    Finance and Operations:   No report.   
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3.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 A motion was made by Ms. Wedge and was seconded by Mrs. Levesque to approve the 
minutes of the meeting held June 22, 2010.  So voted 5-0. 
 

4.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a)  Teacher Resignation.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the following reso-
lution, “that the School Committee accepts the resignation of Luis Nunes, Modern World 
Language Teacher at Portsmouth High School, effective immediately.”   

 
b)  Teacher Resignation.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the following reso-

lution, “that the School Committee accepts the resignation of Rosie Sosnowski, Modern 
World Language Teacher at Portsmouth High School, effective immediately.”   

 
c)  Appt. – Math Teacher, PHS.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the fol-

lowing resolution, "that the Committee affirms the Superintendent’s appointment, 
Recommendation #1-7/12/10, to the position of Math Teacher at Portsmouth High 
School, for the 2010-11 school year.”   

 
d)  Appt. – Math Teacher, PHS.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the fol-

lowing resolution, "that the Committee affirms the Superintendent’s appointment, 
Recommendation #2-7/12/10, to the position of Math Teacher at Portsmouth High 
School, for the 2010-11 school year.”   

 
e)  Rescission of Teacher Non-Renewals/Displacements.  The Superintendent recommends 

adoption of the following resolution, “that the School Committee rescinds the teacher 
non-renewals/displacements as presented.”   

 
f)  Request for Leave of Absence.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the fol-

lowing resolution, "that the Committee approves the request for Family and Medical 
Leave in accordance with the backup information.”   

 
g)  Contract for Accounting Assistance.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the 

following resolution, “that the Committee approves the contract for accounting assistance 
in accordance with the backup information.”   

 
A motion was made by Ms. Wedge to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Mrs. Levesque.  So voted 5-0.  Dr. Lusi stated that we are withdrawing Items c) and d).  
Ms. Wedge and Mrs. Levesque withdrew the motion.  Ms. Wedge made a motion to approve 
the Consent Agenda Items a), b), e), f), and g) as presented. Seconded by Mrs. Levesque.  So 
voted 5-0.   
 

5.   PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   
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6.   

 
BUSINESS AGENDA 

a)  Appointment of Legal Counsel.  A motion was made by Ms. Wedge to appoint Attorney 
Stephen Robinson of Robinson & Clapham as our legal counsel.  Seconded by Mrs. 
Levesque.   So voted 5-0. 

 
b)  Discussion – FY’11 Budget.  Mr. Carpender stated that as of right now, we don’t really 

know what our budget will be.  At the lat Town Council meeting, they voted 4-3 to 
approve a budget that exceeded the cap and was approximately half the request the 
School Department had originally submitted.  Since then, the particular part of the law 
that allows that to happen without a supermajority has been changed through the 
legislature in the clean-up bill, so now it does require the supermajority, a 3/5th vote.  
Even though we passed a provisional, it will require a supermajority of 6 council 
members.  Because of that, we won’t know where we will be two weeks from now.  It 
doesn’t make any sense to figure out what we should eliminate or not eliminate at this 
point.  Dr. Lusi distributed a draft document that describes how much of a budget 
increase the School Committee requested.  She is trying to make clear the history of how 
our budget has progressed over the past few months and where we stand now.  Further 
reductions will dramatically impact programmatic offerings for our students.   

 
c)  Report on June Financials.  This item was withdrawn from the agenda.   
 
d) Budget Transfers.  A motion was made by Ms. Wedge and was seconded by Mrs. 

Levesque to approve the budget transfers in accordance with the backup information 
provided.  So voted 5-0.   

 
e)  Establish Tuition Rate for the 2010-11 School Year.  A motion was made by Ms. 

Wedge and was seconded by Mrs. Levesque to establish tuition in accordance with Policy 
#5116 for the 2010-11 school year at the rate of $12,850 for a general education student.  
Tuition for students with any additional needs beyond the general education program will 
be individually calculated in accordance with the policy.  So voted 5-0.    

 
7.  

 
SUBCOMMITTEE AGENDA 

a)   Facilities.  No report.  
 
b)   Finance.  No report. 
 
c)   Health and Wellness.  No report. 
 
d)   Policy.  No report. 
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A motion was made by Ms. Wedge and was seconded by Mrs. Levesque to adjourn the meeting.  
So voted 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Patti Cofield 
Recording Secretary for: 
 
 
 
Mrs. Marjorie Levesque, Clerk 
 


