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October 27, 2009, Town Hall 
Public Session 
 
           

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by the Chairman, Mr. Carpender, and the following 
members were present: 
 

Mr. Richard Carpender, Chair Mrs. Marge Levesque, Clerk              Mrs. Marilyn King 
Ms. Sylvia Wedge, Vice Chair             Mr. Michael Buddemeyer   Mrs. Cynthia Perrotti 
          Mrs. Angela Volpicelli 
                
Also Present:  Dr. Lusi, Asst. Supt. Jermain, Patti Cofield, and John Souza (Interim Finance Dir.) 
 

 
1. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  Mr. Carpender announced that School Committee members will 

each have 10 minutes to make comments on agenda items.  The audience will be limited to 
only 5 minutes per agenda item.  Mr. Carpender announced that the Aquidneck Island Ad-
visory Group had a meeting last week, and the RIPEC report was discussed.  They came back 
with 5 recommendations on potential regionalization.  The group agreed that what they really 
need to look at are the educational benefits to regionalization.  The group scheduled a joint 
workshop with the Portsmouth, Middletown, and Newport School Committees on Monday, 
November 9th, at 7:00 PM, at the Middletown Administration Building, to discuss areas that 
we could collaborate on to save money as a group.   

 
2.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:   Dr. Lusi reported on the following: 

• introduced John Souza, our Interim Director of Finance and Administration.   

• reported on last weekend’s homecoming activities and gave an update on the high school 
athletic teams.   

• thanked our new Commissioner of Education, Deborah Gist, for her visit to Portsmouth 
last Wednesday and all those who took the time to talk to the Commissioner.   

• provided the School Committee with the Commissioner’s letter on seniority and hiring 
and explained that she and Mrs. Jermain will be working with their colleagues to develop 
a list of questions to get guidance from RIDE.     

• announced that the rubbish pre-bid meeting was held today, and final bids are due Friday, 
October 30th.   

• announced that the district switched to an environmentally-friendly cleaning chemical 
called, “Envirox,” which according to the manufacturer kills the H1N1 virus.   

• announced that she has sent numerous communications regarding clinics and protocols 
for limiting the spread of the virus to parents and the community, and she and Mrs. 
Cofield continue to respond to parent inquiries.    

• announced that the second spotlight item was being postponed, as Mr. Schoonover was 
not available to attend the meeting.  The approval of the minutes was also postponed.    

 
a)  Teaching and Learning: Assistant Superintendent Jermain reported on the following: 

• announced that on Thursday, November 5th, a film entitled “Two Angry Moms” will 
be shown at the PMS Little Theatre from 6:00 to 7:30 PM, free of charge, sponsored 
by Health and Wellness.   
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• announced that the district will be implementing the FS Direct software package for 
scheduling community use of our buildings and fields on November 16.   

• reported that the district has been very involved in math training with the Dana 
Initiative out of Texas.  Melville, Elmhurst, and Hathaway will have training in two 
weeks.   

• thanked Trish Martins for the wonderful professional development opportunity 
regarding supporting students with autism spectrum disorders.   

• Attended a training session today with Fran Faria, and Michelle Michno, on the 
NECAP results to look more effectively at data and how to bring it back to the 
classroom for instructional improvements and make teachers more aware of how to 
implement change to meet the needs.   

• congratulated PMS on their efforts during Red Ribbon Week.  These efforts tie into 
the Portsmouth Prevention Coalition work and the efforts of Kate Mahoney, which is 
a town-wide initiative on educating people to choose healthy lifestyles.   

• reported that she went to the statehouse and testified before the Labor Committee on 
behalf of the town and as a supporting member of RISSA against binding arbitration.  
She brought forward the School Committee’s resolution.  She will also try to testify 
on moving the notification date for teachers to be laid off from March 1st to June 1st.   
 

b)  Finance and Operations:  No report.   
 

c)  High School Liaison: Mr. Carpender announced that we received an email from our High 
School Liaison, Dan Klemmer, explaining that he has not been able to attend the 
meetings so far this year because he is a member of the soccer team, and they have had 
games every Tuesday night.  He hopes to be available to attend the upcoming meetings. 

 
3.  SPOTLIGHT 
 

a)  A Celebration of Poets Anthology - Melville.  A motion was made by Ms. Wedge to 
commend the following students whose poems were selected for publication in Creative 
Communication’s 2009 anthology A Celebration of Poets.  Seconded by Mrs. Levesque.  
So voted 7-0.   

 

Evan Alvanas Liam Doherty Alistair Liptak Jenna Pasyanos 
  Sara Bertuccio      Amy Drake   Jordan Liptak   Jacob Ramsey 
David Breen Abigail Drennon Kei'ja Marshall Jordyn Riley 
Jacob Cahoon Sarah Fournier Anthony Mele Kimberly Ripa 
Jessica Chen Elijah Gavin Yamian Moro Amber Roberts 
Liam Chen Colin Greenman Ben O'Hearn Ryan Tager 
Christopher Costa Madison Hanley Jayda Owejan Kevin Vaillancourt 
Amy-Kate Crabb Melissa Leavitt Kyle Palma Stephen Vye 
Le'Sheanna Crumby Jackson Levine 
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b) Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching.  The 

Superintendent recommends adoption of the following resolution, "that the Committee 
commends PHS Science Teacher and Department Chair, Mr. Jeffrey Schoonover, for 
being selected as a State Finalist for the Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Mathematics and Science Teaching.”  This item was postponed. 

 
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

 Approval of the minutes of the meetings held September 22, 2009, and October 13, 2009.  
This item was postponed. 

 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a) Teacher Resignation, PHS.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the following 
resolution, “that the Committee accepts the resignation of Emeusiri Oduaren from the 
position of Computer Teacher at Portsmouth High School, effective immediately.”   

 

b)  Coaching Appts. – PHS.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the following 
resolution, “that the Committee affirms the coaching appointments at Portsmouth High 
School for the 2009-10 school year as presented.”   

 

A motion was made by Ms. Wedge and seconded by Mrs. Levesque to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented.  So voted 7-0.  Dr. Lusi announced the following coaching appoint-
ment:  Michael Monahan, Head Coach, Ice Hockey.  She also announced the following 
coaching re-appointments:  Shaun Horgan, Head Coach of Indoor Track; and Travis Holmes, 
Assistant Coach of Ice Hockey.   

 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
7.  BUSINESS AGENDA 

 
a)  2009-10 Budget Adjustments.  A motion was made by Ms. Wedge to approve the re-

alignment of the bottom line budget allocation of $35,746,286, as presented.  Seconded 
by Mrs. Levesque.  This budget meets the Town Council’s appropriation, and the budget 
gap has been closed. 

 
b)  Presentation on Response to Intervention.  Assistant Superintendent Jermain and Ele-

mentary Student Services Coordinator, Mrs. Lisa Moy, gave a presentation on Response 
to Intervention, which is a regular education initiative.  The goals of RTI are:  increasing 
the success rate of students receiving instruction in the general education setting; 
providing research-based instruction as an early intervention to students; providing 
critical data needed to design, implement, and monitor instructional interventions; and 
reducing the need for referrals to special education. 
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c)  Special Education Presentation.  A Powerpoint presentation on the Newport County Re-

gional Special Education program and budget was given by Mrs. Trish Martins, Director 
of Special Education.  An overview was given on the federal and state regulations, the 
Newport County Regional Special Education Program, the 2009-10 framework, Ports-
mouth School Department, and budget planning.   

 
d)  Approval of Policy #3470 – Records Retention and Destruction, 2

nd
 Reading and 

Adoption.  A motion was made by Ms. Wedge and seconded by Mrs. Levesque to 
approve as a second reading and adopt Policy #3470, Records Retention and Destruction.  
So voted 7-0.   

 
e)  Approval of Policy #8050 – Minutes of Meetings of School Committee, 2

nd
 Reading 

and Adoption.  A motion was made by Ms. Wedge and seconded by Mrs. Levesque to 
approve as a second reading and adopt Policy #8050, Minutes of Meetings of School 
Committee.  Seconded by Mrs. Levesque.  Much discussion took place.  The motion 
passed 4-2.  Mrs. Perrotti and Mrs. King were opposed.  Ms. Volpicelli was out of the 
room during the vote.   

  
f)   Discussion – Next Steps re RIPEC Report/Island-wide Collaboration Efforts.   Mrs. 

Perrotti stated that she requested this agenda item for the purposing of discussing what 
steps the Committee wants to take before meeting with the other towns.  Mr. Carpender 
stated that there are no steps that could be taken individually at this time.  Before the 
Committee can support regionalization, more information and answers are needed.  A 
joint workshop with the three island School Committees has been scheduled for Novem-
ber 9th to discuss potential areas of regionalization.  The meeting is open to the public.   

 
8.  SUBCOMMITTEE AGENDA 

 
a) Facilities.  Mr. Buddemeyer announced that the subcommittee is still working with RGB 

to submit the Stage 1 materials by December 15th.              
 

b)  Finance.  Mr. Buddemeyer stated that a Finance Subcommittee meeting will be sched-
uled after the new Director of Finance and Administration arrives to discuss the new 
Chart of Accounts and what the School Committee would like to see in terms of reports.   

 
c)   Health and Wellness.  No report. 
 
d)   Policy.  No report.   
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A motion was made by Ms. Wedge and seconded by Mrs. Levesque to adjourn the meeting.  So 
voted 7-0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:36 PM.   

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Patti Cofield 
Recording Secretary for: 
 
 
 
Mrs. Marjorie Levesque, Clerk 



 

 

Addendum to October 27, 2009 Meeting Minutes – Submitted by Mrs. Cynthia Perrotti 
 
Under item 7a, "2009-2010 Budget Adjustments" 
 

- It was referred to the SC Finance Subcommittee to determine what kind of 
reports the SC would need for fiscal management.  It was referred to the SC 
Finance Subcommittee to determine what changes in the approved adjusted 
budget the SC should be advised of and what changes the SC must adopt. 
 

- Dr. Lusi stated the $171,468 gap in the 2009-2010 budget that existed after 
the Sep 3, 2009 ratification of the teachers' contract was closed without 
any cuts to educational programs.  There were savings in employee benefits 
(due to the co-pay increases, the cost of health care decreased) and state 
retirement/pension costs).  

 


