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Public Session 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Wedge at 6:05 PM.  The following members were 
present: 
 

Ms. Sylvia Wedge, Chair             Mrs. Terri Cortvriend, Clerk               Mrs. Marge Levesque            
Mr. Richard Carpender, V. Chair            Mr. Jamie Heaney                Mr. Douglas Wilkey      
                  Mr. Michael Buddemeyer    
 

Also Present:   Dr. Lusi, Assistant Superintendent Jermain, Christine Tague, Patti Cofield 
                                                                  
A motion was made by Mr.  Carpender and seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend to adjourn to Executive 
Session pursuant to R.I. Law 42-46-5, Exceptions (a)(1) Job Performance/Personnel Matters, 
(a)(2) Collective Bargaining and/or Litigation; or (a)(8) Student Discipline.  So voted 7-0.    
 
Public Session recessed at 6:05 PM and resumed at 7:25 PM. 

1. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT :  Ms. Wedge reported that an Executive Session was held, and 
one vote was taken on a legal matter.  She announced that a facility tour of the exterior of 
PHS will take place tomorrow, followed by a tour of Melville, then possibly Hathaway.  She 
also announced that the PHS band is still looking for donations for new uniforms.   

 
2.   SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:   Dr. Lusi reported that the State’s revenue estimating 

conference took place last week, and the State is now projecting a $400 million deficit for the 
coming fiscal year.  An advisory was sent out over the weekend from RIASC on this.  She 
also reported that she attended a statewide funding conference today with Ms. Cortvriend, 
Ms. Wedge, and Mrs. Jermain regarding funding formulas and district consolidation.  

 

Dr. Lusi stated that the Performance Audit is underway, and Berkshire Advisors is the 
contractor.  The representatives spent two days at the School Department last week and 
interviewed School Administrators.  This week, one representative will be talking with Town 
Finance and the Central Administration personnel.  The Liaison Committee met last week.  
That committee’s role is to oversee the fulfillment of the contract, and they will meet 
periodically.  The members of the committee are Dr. Lusi, Mr. Carpender, Ms Tague, Mr. 
Driscoll, Mr. Faucher, Mrs. Gleason, Mr. Katzman, and Mr. West.   
 

Dr. Lusi congratulated PHS Senior John Pedrotty, who has signed a National Letter of Intent 
to play baseball at Holy Cross.  In addition, PHS Senior Ryan Westmoreland will be signing 
his National Letter of Intent to play baseball at Vanderbilt University.  Dr. Lusi also congrat-
ulated Mary Ellen Johnson, an art teacher at PHS, for receiving National Board Certification.  
She will be invited to a future meeting to be recognized.   

 
Dr. Lusi announced that the minutes of October 9th are being removed from the agenda, and the 
Summer School Report is being pulled from the agenda because Mr. Arruda has been called 
away on a personal matter. 
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a)  Teaching and Learning:   Assistant Superintendent Jermain reported that the NECAP 

testing for the fall has been completed, and the results will be coming back in late 
December or early January.  She reported that the Professional Development calendar is 
underway throughout the district.  She needs to start looking at goals for next year, 
program of studies, and curriculum K-8, to make sure we are making the modifications 
necessary for our students to enter high school.  She also needs to look at tools to enhance 
literacy. 

 

b)  Finance and Administration:   Ms. Tague reported that the financial audit commenced 
approximately three weeks ago.  Once the results are received, she will present them to 
the Committee.  She stated that by law, we are required to provide the Town with a 
financial forecast with implications of S3050.  A draft has been distributed to the School 
committee for their review.  She will present a detailed report to the committee at the 
next meeting.   

 

c)  High School Liaison:   Miss Julie MacDougall announced that a blood drive will be held 
on November 30th.  In addition, the students are working on a fundraiser for St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital. 

 
3.  SPOTLIGHT  
 

a)  Summer Quest Program.  A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by Mr. 
Heaney to commend Mr. Duncan Ingraham, Trend Realty, and other parent and com-
munity members for donating to the Summer Quest Workbook Program. So voted.  Dr. 
Lusi stated that Mr. Ingraham came to see her last spring, and he wanted to lead an effort 
to promote summer learning for students.   She thanked Mr. Ingraham, as well as the 
parents and citizens who donated to the program.  She reported that she sent a survey 
home to parents to get feedback on the, and so far approximately 230 responses have 
been received.  Most of the feedback has been positive.   

 

b) Raytheon Tutor Volunteers:  A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by 
Mrs. Cortvriend to commend the following Raytheon Tutor Volunteers, under the 
direction of PHS Teachers Margaret Prior and Jeffrey Schoonover, for their extensive 
support and assistance with Physics First and the Ramp-Up program at Portsmouth High 
School and Portsmouth Middle School: 

 
Jose A. Adroved Greg Huffman Mark J. Munkacsy 
Thomas C. Amirault Chatterpaul S. Joseph Mark F. Parker 
Renee Boeglin Alan E. Kelley Rahul R. Parwani 
James W. Casalegno Erik S. Kelly Rafael J. Pastrana 
Kellie E. DiPalma Robert E. Kelly Ira Ross 
Carl C. Gallagher Daniel J. Kelsay Dana Riveire 
Stephen J. Gaul Mike Kemper Alan Southwick 
Angela J. Gruschke Paul M. McCormick Palmer B. Stickney 
Amir W. Habboosh Megan L. McGuire Daniel J. Smith 
Sondra Heos Diana H. Mirabello  
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So voted.   Assistant Superintendent Jermain thanked the Raytheon Tutor Volunteers, as 
well as Peg Prior and Jeff Schoonover at PHS.   

 
c) Athletic Administrators – State Award of Merit.  A motion was made by Mr. Carpen-

der and seconded by Mr. Heaney to commend Michael Lunney for receiving the State 
Award of Merit by the Rhode Island Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association.  
So voted.   

 
d) 2007 American Baseball Coaches Association – Division III Coach of the Year.  A 

motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend to commend Dave 
Ulmschneider for being selected as the Division III Coach of the Year by the American 
Baseball Coaches Association.  So voted. 

 
e) 2007 National High School Baseball Coaches Association – Assistant Coach of the 

Year.  A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by Mr. Heaney to commend 
Ron Westmoreland for being selected as the 2007 Baseball Coaches Association 
Assistant Coach of the Year.  So voted.   

 
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
 A motion was duly made and seconded to approve the minutes of the meeting held Septem-

ber 25, 2007.  So voted.  The minutes of the October 9, 2007, were withdrawn from the 
agenda. 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
a)   Teacher Resignation.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the following reso-

lution, “that the School Committee accepts the resignation of Jennifer L. Baldwin, Part-
time Kindergarten Teacher at Melville School, effective immediately.”   

 
b)  Request for Leave of Absence.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the fol-

lowing resolution, "that the Committee approves the request for Family and Medical 
Leave in accordance with the backup information.”   

 
c)   Appt. – General School Aide, Melville.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of 

the following resolution, "that the Committee affirms the Superintendent’s appointment, 
Recommendation #1-11/13/07, to the position of General School Aide at Melville School, 
effective immediately.”   

 
d)   Appt. – General School Aide, Melville.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of 

the following resolution, "that the Committee affirms the Superintendent’s appointment, 
Recommendation #2-11/13/07, to the position of General School Aide at Melville School, 
effective immediately.”   
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e)  Appt. – Student Activity Advisors, PHS.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of 

the following resolution, “that the School Committee approves the appointments of the 
listed individuals to the Advisor positions at Portsmouth High School for the 2007-08 
school year.”   

 

f)  Coaching Appts. – PHS.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the following 
resolution, “that the Committee affirms the coaching appointments at Portsmouth High 
School for the 2007-08 school year as presented.”   

 

g)  Approval of Requests for Permission to Home School.  The Superintendent recom-
mends adoption of the following resolution, “that the Committee approves the requests to 
provide home schooling for the 2007-08 school year for students HS#15 through HS#17-
11/07, as listed in the confidential memo dated November 7, 2007, in accordance with the 
provisions of R.I. Law 16-19-2.”   

 

A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend to approve the 
Consent Agenda as presented.  So voted.  Dr. Lusi announced the following appointments: 
 

c)   General School Aide, Melville:  Karyn Hudson 
d)   General School Aide, Melville:  Chris Sacco 
e) Student Activity Advisors, PHS: 

 
Student Activities Advisors   Jeffrey Schoonover/Kathleen Beebe 
Multicultural Explorers Advisors   Kristin Crary/Lynn Hoegan 
National Honor Society Advisor   Melissa Bellotti 
Outdoor Club Advisor    Marjorie Cogar 
Freshman Class Advisor    Vicky Clark 
Sophomore Class Advisors   Greg DeCoteaux/Lisa Murphy 
Junior Class Co-Advisors    Rose Escobar/Danielle Grise 
Senior Class Co-Advisors    Michelle Medeiros/Mary Ellen Johnson 
Flag Team Advisor    Lisa Mailloux 
Math Club Advisor    AnneFay Sullivan/Katie Woronick 
Web Page Advisor    Elizabeth Carter 
Assistant Band Director     Donna Valente 
Community Service Advisor   Michael Medeiros 
Drama Club Advisor    Gary Vaspol 
Ski/Snowboard Club Advisor   Joel DeMarco 
Newspaper Advisor    Sandy Derecktor 
Oceanography Club    Elaine Amaral 
Public Relations Advisor    Sandra Derecktor 
Yearbook Advisor    Kevin Reilly 
SADD Advisor     Katie Rawstron 
Choral Director Stipend    Meryl Moore 
Intramurals Advisor    Nancy Fitzgerald 
Student as Mediators Advisor   Vicky Hathaway 
Science Olympiad Advisor   Thomas Holstein 
Literary Magazine Advisor   Sarah Hunicke 
Mock Trial Advisor    Deborah Wrobleski 
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f)  Coaching Appointment – PHS: 
 

Peter Kells  Head Coach  Girls Indoor Track 
 

Reappointments: 
 
Dave Ulmschneider Head Coach  Baseball 
Ron Westmoreland Assistant  Baseball 
Tom Galib  Head Coach  Softball 
Sarah McLean  Assistant  Softball 
Chuck Simeone  Head Coach  Golf 
Jeff McGuirl  Head Coach  Girls Lacrosse 
Mike Medeiros  Head Coach  Boys Tennis 
 

6.  BUSINESS AGENDA 
  
 Dr. Lusi announced that Item c) was being withdrawn from the agenda.   
 

a)  Prudence Island School Working Committee Presentation.  Mr. Carpender announced 
that the task of the Prudence Island School Working Committee was to explore the 
feasibility of and long-term solutions for both maintaining the school building and 
providing an elementary education to students residing on Prudence Island.  Ms. Kate

 Hibbard created the PowerPoint presentation, and the purpose of it is to describe what has 
been taking place and where they are going.  Ms. Hibbard announced the other members 
of the Committee: Dick Carpender, Joanne Olson, Dennis Canario, Alan Bearse, Bob 
Marshall, Grace McEntee, and Shawen Williams.  Currently, Prudence Island School has 
one first grader and two fourth graders.   

 
 The following options were presented: 
 
 Charter School:  Ms. Hibbard reviewed the benefits and challenges of becoming a 

Charter School.  Mr. Carpender stated that a charter school is not run by the School 
Department.  It takes about three years to become a charter school.  The School 
Department would pay tuition to the charter school for any students attending it.    

 
 Magnet School:  Ms. Hibbard doesn’t know if they even qualify to become a Magnet 

School.  She reviewed the benefits and challenges of becoming a Magnet School.  Mr. 
Carpender stated that a Magnet School does belong to the School District and is funded 
by the School District.  Ms. McEntee stated that the transportation issue should be 
clarified.  Students coming from the mainland to the island wouldn’t be spending as 
much time traveling, and it wouldn’t be such a long day.  The school could be opened up 
to the entire state, and it would be a parent’s choice to send their child there. 
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 Form a Prudence Island School District (two versions).  Ms. Hibbard reviewed the 

benefits and challenges for both versions of forming a separate Prudence Island School 
District.  Dr. Lusi asked if they would have to become their own municipality.  Ms. 
Hibbard stated that they couldn’t find anything that prohibited it and that it would require 
action by the legislature.  Mr. Carpender stated that either version would require 
legislative action, and the Town Council would have to request it.  In Version 1, 
Prudence Island residents would be taxed differently, and they determined that over a 
million dollars would be lost on the tax side for Portsmouth.  Therefore, Mr. Carpender 
feels that Version 1 would not be acceptable.  He thinks Version 2 is somewhat intriguing 
in that Portsmouth could collect the taxes as we do today, but Prudence Island would be 
their own district, and they would submit a budget to the Town Council indicating what 
they would need to fund the school.  There are layers of issues with this version.  There 
would be a loss to the Portsmouth district of money being sent over to Prudence Island.  
Mrs. Cortvriend stated that Prudence Island would have administrative costs to run their 
own school department.  Alan Bearse said Prudence Island is rural and low-income 
because it is based on year-round residency, so they are eligible for federal funds; 
however, they can’t get federal funds while they are a part of the Portsmouth district.  
Assistant  

 
 Superintendent Jermain stated that if they weren’t part of Melville School, then they 

would be eligible for Title I money.   
 
 Increase Grade Levels:  Ms. Hibbard reviewed the benefits and challenges of increasing 

grade levels at Prudence Island School.  Mr. Carpender stated that there would be some 
minor cost reductions, but the overall budget wouldn’t change.  Bob Marshall stated that 
this option was just to have enough kids to justify the expense.   

 
 Historical Society Involvement:  Ms. Hibbard reviewed the benefits and challenges for 

having an agency take over the school and leasing it back to the School Department.  Mr. 
Carpender stated that this doesn’t get rid of the operational cost of running the school.  
He thinks the Town views the building as an asset and that the Town Administrator views 
it as an “asset that could be sold.”  Bob Marshall stated that he doesn’t think we can 
move forward on this option until we figure out the operational issues.   

 
 Operate Prudence Island School as a Public, Non-Charter School:  Ms. Hibbard stated 

that Prudence Island School is the last operating 1-room schoolhouse in the state.  She 
reviewed the benefits and challenges for operating the school as a public, non-charter 
school.  If the school were to be closed, the savings would be approximately $50,000 to 
$75,000.  Mr. Wilkey brought up the issue of having no students in any given year.  He 
stated that we would have to close the school “temporarily,” because if it were to be 
closed indefinitely, the state would require us to comply with the new codes upon re-
opening it.  
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 Endowment Fund Option:  Ms. Hibbard reviewed the benefits and challenges for creating 

an endowment fund.  She stated that it would be restricted to Prudence Island.  Westerly 
has an endowment through their Foundation, and they use it to pay for their extra-
curricular and athletic activities; and the Rhode Island School for the Deaf has an 
endowment.  Mr. Carpender stated that he asked Attorney Updegrove to check on the 
legalities of having an endowment fund; and he responded that as a public school system, 
we can’t be directly involved in an endowment fund.  It has to be administered by a 
separate entity, a separate group of people who go out and try to raise funds to support 
the operations of the school.  The School Committee cannot approve or disapprove it, and 
the Prudence Island School Working Committee cannot do it because it is an ad-hoc 
group of the School Committee.  Dr. Lusi stated that Westerly’s foundation is larger than 
ours, and it is a separate 501(c)3.  Alan Bearse asked if a group were to find money to set 
up an endowment and figure out how to get the money into the School Department, if 
that would be an option.  Mr. Carpender stated that he would talk further with Attorney 
Updegrove. 

 
 Other options discussed included tutoring the children. 
 
 The following “next steps” questions were asked by the Prudence Island School Working 

Committee:  Does the School Committee and administration support our continued work 
to find a financial solution to keep Prudence Island school open?  What feedback would 
you like to offer? 

 
 Mr. Carpender asked Ms. Hibbard to email the PowerPoint presentation to him so that he 

could share it with the School Committee and set up a workshop to discuss the options 
further.  Assistant Superintendent Jermain stated that the PowerPoint presentation can be 
posted on the website.   

 
 Assistant Superintendent Jermain inquired about have a boarding school or outward 

bound.  Ms. Hibbard stated that they hadn’t thought about those options.   Mrs. Jermain 
stated that they could think about how it could enhance all students, not just Prudence 
Island students.   

 
 Dr. Lusi thanked the Prudence Island School Working Committee for their efforts.  She 

said the dilemma every year is not knowing what the budget is going to be until nearly 
the beginning of the next school year.   

 
b)  Technology Presentation.  Mrs. Rose Muller introduced the following members of the 

IT Department:  Gail Darmody, Jimmy Peluso, Michelle Medeiros, as well as Pat Massa-
rotti, and thanked them for their assistance with the Technology Plan.  Mrs. Muller 
distributed hand-outs to the Committee and gave an in-depth PowerPoint presentation on 
the Technology Plan.  She stated that the School Department really needs to start 
addressing technology from a business perspective if we want to stay current.  A motion  
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  was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend to accept the Technology 

Plan.  So voted.  Dr. Lusi thanked all of the members of the IT Department.   
 
c)   Report on Summer School and Enrichment Activities.  This item was withdrawn from 

the agenda. 
 
d)  Request for Approval – PHS Parent-Sponsored Swim Team.  Robert Littlefield stated 

that he and Mr. Lunney met recently with a group of parents regarding the prospect of 
fielding a team in the Rhode Island Interscholastic League swim season this year.  Since 
Portsmouth High School dropped the sport of swimming in 1984, they have entered three 
individuals in both the boys and girls competition each year.  Rhode Island Interschol-
astic League rules limit individuals to three.  To enter more would constitute a team. 
Portsmouth High School pays the entry fee, which is the same fee as a school entering a 
full team.  Each year they have more than three requests from both the boys and the girls, 
and they have to turn students away each year who want to represent their school in the 
high school competition. 

 
Mr. Lunney called a meeting of students who might be interested in participating, and 
over twenty students responded.  In the meeting with parents, Mr. Littlefield explained 
that there are no funds in the high school’s athletic budget to field a swim team other than 
the entry fees paid to the Rhode Island Interscholastic League for individual competition. 
They were assured by the parent group that they are eager to fundraise to cover the costs 
of transportation, officials’ fees, and the coach’s stipend.  Mr. Lunney inquired at the 
Rhode Island Interscholastic League if there was room on the schedule for an additional 
school this winter, and he was assured that they could accommodate PHS. They were also 
been assured that the pool at the Newport Navy Base would be available for team 
practices. and the pool at the Newport Boys and Girls Club could be used to host meets.  
A local vendor has generously offered to donate team competition suits.  Mr. Littlefield 
stated that he and Mr. Lunney are in agreement that there is sufficient interest among the 
students at PHS to field a successful boys and girls swim team, and they support the 
request to enter a team in the Rhode Island Interscholastic League this season at no cost 
to our athletic department.  He stated that they have not added a sport in the winter season 
since 2000, and their student body has grown by almost three hundred students in that 
time. He added that there are over thirty high schools in Rhode Island who field both 
boys and girls swim teams. Currently, Rogers, Middletown and Mt. Hope all field swim 
teams in the Rhode Island Interscholastic League.   Mr. Lunney stated that they were 
looking for the School Committee to give their blessing for them to compete as a team, 
knowing that all of the costs incurred would be handled through fundraising from the 
parents group.  Mrs. Levesque asked if it will be a Portsmouth School Department 
endorsed sport administered by the Athletic Department, and Mr. Littlefield replied yes.  
It would be administered by Mr. Lunney, falling under all of the rules and regulations of 
our athletic department.  They estimate the cost to be about $5,000, including the coach’s 
stipend, entry fees, official fees, and pool rental fees for competition.  Mr. Carpender  
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stated that he doesn’t have a problem with $5,000, but he doesn’t want to see it be 
$10,000 when more kids join.  Mr. Lunney stated that if it grows, transportation will be 
an issue, etc.  He thinks the School Department should fund it eventually.  There have 
always been more kids interested in participating than we’ve had slots available; and 
right now, they have more than twenty kids that want to participate.  The group is very 
motivated to see this happen, and it is a fairly inexpensive sport to run.  Dr. Lusi stated 
that she fully supports the team this year as outlined, without adding to the budget.  She 
also made it clear that she would not recommend at this point adding anything to next 
year’s budget until we know where we are.  We are not at this point committed to funding 
it.   Mr. Carpender made a motion to approve the request for a parent-funded swim team 
administered by the athletic director under the policies and procedures of the School 
Department for the 2007-08 school year.  Seconded by Mr. Heaney.  So voted.   

.   
7.  SUBCOMMITTEE AGENDA  

 
a)  Finance.  No report. 
 
b) Policy. Dr. Lusi stated that the Subcommittee reviewed the building use and a few 

financial policies, and she needs to rewrite them before presenting them to the 
Committee. 

 
c)  Gymnasium Construction Oversight Committee (GCOC).  Mrs. Cortvriend stated that 

Mr. Davidson is working on the RFP for the mezzanine, and it will go out soon.   
 
d)   Prudence Island School Working Committee.   See above. 
 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by Mr. Heaney.  So 
voted.  The meeting adjourned at 9:36 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Patti Cofield 
Recording Secretary for 
 
 
Terri Cortvriend, Clerk 

 
 


