
Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Special Meeting April 2, 2015 
Open Session  
 

The Warwick School Committee met in Special Open Session at the Administration Building 
on Thursday, April 2, 2015. Ms. Ahearn called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following in 
attendance: 
 
COMMITTEE 
Jennifer Ahearn, Chair 
Eugene A. Nadeau, Vice Chair 
M. Terri Medeiros, Clerk  
Bethany A. Furtado 
Karen Bachus  
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Richard D’Agostino, Superintendent  
Dennis Mullen, Director of Secondary Education  
Lynn Dambruch, Director of Elementary Education 
Anthony Ferrucci, Chief Budget Officer  
Jennifer Connolly, Director of Special Education  
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
David LaPlante, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
 
Chairwoman Ahearn – under new business we have the approval to hire Vincent Ragosta 
 

MOTION 2015-78: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Nadeau, to hire Vincent 
Ragosta as legal counsel. 

 
Discussion: Ms. Bachus noted that this had to be in open session and announced.  She made the 
following Motion:  
 

MOTION 2015-79: Moved by Ms. Bachus that the Warwick School Committee hire Vincent 
Ragosta Jr. to investigate the actions of Warwick Public School officials upon learning that Mario 
Atoyan, a teacher at Gorton, assaulted two female students by drawing inappropriate and obscene 
objects on their arms during lunch approximately 18 months ago in the fall of 2013.  Warwick 
Public Schools administration, teachers and staff are hereby ordered to fully cooperate with this 
investigation and provide any and all information whether verbal or written in documents, 
memos, email, letters, recorded matter and any other material that may have any bearing on this 
matter to Vincent Ragosta and/or his associates.  Failure to cooperate and comply with this 
investigation shall result in discipline action up to and including termination.  Vincent Ragosta is 
charged to investigate and provide the results of same to the Warwick School Committee 
forthwith; seconded by Ms. Ahearn.  
 

Ms. Ahearn made the following amendment to the Motion: that I [Ms. Ahearn] be charged with 
taking on responsibility of what Vincent Ragosta will be providing, to make sure we receive 
appropriate services from Mr. Ragosta’s engagement and parameters. 
 

MOTION 2015-80:   Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the 
amendment.  
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Further discussion: 
Ms. Furtado: As an individual school committee member for approximately 9 years, a lifelong 
resident of Warwick, a student of Warwick Public Schools, a taxpayer and a proud parent of three 
children all of whom attended the Warwick Public Schools. I will vote in support of an impartial, 
confidential and fair investigation into Marion Atoyan’s work history as it relates to the events of 
2013 and the district’s knowledge of the 2015 criminal charges for the following reasons: 
1. People with little or no knowledge of the facts and circumstances have engaged in a public 

flogging of certain members of the administration without any foundation for doing so; 
2. In order to honor the privacy and confidentiality of the staff and individual students involved, the 

administration is legally unable to respond; 
3. To their credit, in order to protect our kids, potentially innocent staff and our district, they refuse 

to comment and contribute to what has become a witch hunt in this community.  I should point 
out that if the administration’s own self-interest was all that was a stake here, it would serve that 
interest to share the facts publicly; 

4. The administration has informed us that they also welcome an impartial, confidential and fair 
investigation and are confident that they will be exonerated. 
As to this teacher, what has happened to the presumption of innocence in America?  While we are 

aware that Mr. Atoyan has been indicted and he was immediately removed from school, he has not 
been convicted.  The judicial system will be making its own judgment about these charges based on 
relevant evidence and a review by a jury of his peers.  What business do we, as public officials, have 
in trying this gentleman, or anyone else for that matter, in the press? Moreover, what business do 
public officials in this City have engaging in the perpetuation of rumors, myths and untruths when no 
investigation has even started?  How can adults, who apparently have motivations unrelated to the 
facts of this case, put students in the midst of this firestorm by repeating such rumors and portraying 
them as truths?  If I stand for anything else in my lengthy service on this committee, I will not tolerate 
such conduct by remaining silent. I expect that these administrators will be fully exonerated by a fair 
investigation.  I will minimally expect, and they will deserve a full a public apology directed to each 
and every one of them by each person involved. 

In order to ensure the impartiality of the investigation, I am calling for Ms. Karen Bachus, School 
Committee member, to recuse herself from any vote which involves or impacts any of the 
administrators listed in the April 1, 2015 press release she co-authored.  I am further calling for Ms. 
Bachus to be removed from any direct involvement in the investigation. 
 
Further discussion:  Ms. Bachus I have no plans to step down – I called for this investigation – all the  
flack going around – administration not doing the right thing – I wanted this cleared – Not witch hunt 
– Investigated and be transparent and let people know what really happened.   
 
Mr. Nadeau commented there is so much publicity.  The School Committee did the appropriate action 
Monday night at the earliest that we could do in suspending without pay.  An investigation needs to 
be made – because the truth has to rule.  We need to follow this until we are satisfied. I am satisfied 
with the appropriate action we have taken at this point at 6:10 tonight.  Vincent Ragosta is well 
known, extremely qualified; and will return to us a report and bring this to a conclusion in fairness to 
everyone whose name has been brought up. 
 
Ms. Medeiros said she was very disappointed in city officials that I really respected.  They did not 
give us an opportunity to have the investigation, and wish they had trusted us to make an 
investigation before they made the choice they made. 
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Ms. Ahearn - we are not allowed to see employee records and hope by bringing in an outside counsel 
it will shed some light, and if it exonerates I will be the first to apologize. Many processes have to be 
looked at and the possible deficiencies.  My background is auditing – I see things differently.  
Hopefully Vincent Ragosta will be able to talk to everyone he needs to.  Fully believe he will have 
the cooperation of administration and staff. 
 

VOTE ON MOTION 2015-80:   Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the 
amendment, that Ms. Ahearn be the point person.  

 
MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
VOTE ON MOTION 2015-79:  to hire Vincent Ragosta legal counsel as amended  

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2015-81: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Nadeau, to adjourn the 
meeting. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Meeting adjourned:  6:15 p.m. 


