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Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Meeting March 11, 2014 
Open Meeting  
  

The Warwick School Committee met in Open Session at Toll Gate High School on Tuesday, 
March 11, 2014.  Ms. Furtado called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following in attendance: 
 
COMMITTEE 
Bethany A. Furtado, Chair 
M. Terri Medeiros, Vice Chair 
Karen Bachus, Clerk [present at 6:55 p.m.] 

Jennifer Ahearn 
Eugene A. Nadeau 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Richard D’Agostino, Superintendent  
Dennis Mullen, Director of Secondary Education  
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
Anthony Ferrucci, Chief Budget Officer 
John Gannon, Interim Director of Special Services 
David LaPlante, Director of Buildings & Grounds          
 
 

MOTION 2013-67: Moved by Ms. Medeiros, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to go into closed 
session for discussion and/or action regarding those items of business exempt from open meetings 
under General Laws of Rhode Island 42-46-5(a)(1) and (a)(2). 

MOTION PASSES (3-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye  M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau – [absent for vote] Karen Bachus – [not present] 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  
 

Meeting reconvened 7:00 p.m.  
 
Performance by the Toll Gate Jazz Ensemble  
 
Chair announced in executive session the committee unanimously voted to uphold the recommendation of 
the superintendent with a vote of 4-0 as Ms. Bachus was not present for the vote.  They also voted to deny 
three matters presented to the committee with a vote of 4-0.  
 
Student comments: 
Hoxsie elementary (grade 6):  Samuel Mulvey and Kaitlyn Roberti 
Holliman Elementary (grade 6):  Jaime Salisbury, Jackson Bazarnick and Warren Mercier 
 
Recognition of the Tollgate Jazz Ensemble  
 
Approval of Minutes of Public Session 

 
MOTION 2014-68:  Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the Minutes of 
the Open Session for February 4, 2014 and February 11, 2014. 

MOTION PASSES (4-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn – [not present for vote]  
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MOTION 2014-69: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, to approve the 
Minutes of the Executive Session for February 4, 2014 and February 11, 2014. 

MOTION PASSES (4-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn – [not present for vote]  

Approval of Transfers: 
MOTION 2014-70: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, to approve the 
transfers presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (4-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn – [not present for vote]  

 
Approval of Warrants: 

MOTION 2014-71: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the 
warrants presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (4-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn – [not present for vote]  

Professional Personnel 
Retirements/Resignations: 

MOTION 2014-72: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the resignation of 
Roger Guilmain, science teacher at Veterans high School, be accepted effective the end of the 
2013-2014 school year; that the resignation of Joseph Unsworth, science teacher Winman 
Junior High School be accepted effective the end of the 2013-2014 school year; and that the 
retirement of Lisa Gallo Rajotte, art teacher at Lippitt Elementary School be accepted effective 
February 28, 2014. 

MOTION PASSES (4-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn – [not present for vote]  

 
GBP – Ms. Bilodeau we are following 664 seniors, 631 have completed research paper, 367 have 
completed their graduation portfolio.  March 13th: mentor and interview documents due. 
 
Approval of 2014-2015 School Calendar  

Ms. Ahearn asked if the February and April vacations had ever been looked into as just one 
vacation.  Ms. Healey said it had been.  
  
 MOTION 2014-73: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, to approve the 2014-

2015 school calendar as presented. 
MOTION PASSES (3 ayes 2 nays) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Nay Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Nay  

 
Approval of Pilgrim High School trip attend music festival in Montreal (May 2nd – 5th, 2014) 
 MOTION 2014-74: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, to approve the 

Pilgrim High School trip to attend the music festival in Montreal May 2nd to May 5th, 2014. 
MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  
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Special Education Advisory Committee Members 
 MOTION 2014-75 Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, to approve Dan 

McQuade and David Ghigliotty to the Special Education Advisory Committee. 
MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Approval of professional development contract award for Pearson EnVision Program 
 MOTION 2014-76: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Approval of contract award for IXL Math Program 
 MOTION 2014-77: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, approval of the 

contract award for IXL Math Program. 
MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Approval of Boys Club Sport – Lacrosse Team at Pilgrim High School – There are enough boys 
signed up for a lacrosse group and there has been a meeting held with the parents.  A fund raiser is about 
to begin and some members have written checks. Ms. Healey commented that the policy requirement is 
that the team can be approved for one year, and in the second year must come back for a second approval. 
If insurance is required, they will get insurance.  Ms. Furtado said that should be looked into and asked 
for a schedule of the games.   
 MOTION 2014-78: Moved by Ms. Bachus, and seconded by Mr. Nadeau, approval of the 

Boys Lacrosse Team at Pilgrim, with stipulation look into insurance. 
MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Approval of central registration clerk position – Ms. Healey remarked regarding our central 
registration pilot program, we have a critical need to have student registrations handled on a centralized 
basis rather than having it done at each of the individual school buildings.  Family data needs to be 
entered into Aspen in a standardized, consistent format; second factor is need to ensure consistent 
handling of medical and legal flags which ensure safety of students.  Third factor is need to have accurate 
data to meet our reporting obligations to RIDE.  Failure to ensure accurate data is submitted may result in 
reduction of state aid.  During the pilot program every effort to utilize existing staff was used.  The 
volume and complexity of the work has been significantly greater than originally anticipated.  We are 
asking for a new 52-week clerical position, classification4, 35 hours per week.  The annual pay range is 
$31,070 to $38,493.  This position would be exclusively devoted to the central registration process. 
 Ms. Bachus commented that librarians have been cut, 30 teachers have layoff notices, we hired a 
fellowship coordinator at $130,000, all of which are not helpful for kids.  She said she was having a hard 
time with this.  Ms. Ahearn asked if the administrative secretaries were able to help, and Ms. Healey 
responded you would have people entering data differently, not being done on a timely basis, and those 
secretaries would enter the data when their time allowed it.  We need this information in by October 1st.  
Ms. Furtado said she believed it made sense to have all information centrally located, with one person 
responsible, and it needs to be done in a timely fashion so we won’t lose state funding.  
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 MOTION 2014-79: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, to approve the 

central registration clerk position. 
MOTION PASSES (3 ayes 1 nay 1 abstain)  
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - abstain 
Jennifer Ahearn - Nay  

 
Report on teacher training opportunities and workshop – Dr. Siesel said a number of after-school 
workshop opportunities have been offered starting in December.  Anyone attending is paid a stipend.  The 
numbers of those attending in comparison to those who signed up are very low.  Workshops focused on 
STARR assessment program, the Aspen computer program and differentiated instruction, among other 
areas, has been offered.   We have had 30 to 35 people sign up, with very low numbers actually attending.   
Mr. Nadeau wanted to know if they didn’t attend did they notify anyone.  Dr. Siesel said most sent an e-
mail. Ms. Bachus commented, if teachers are offered an opportunity to learn something and they are 
wasting it, maybe we shouldn’t offer it.  Dr. Siesel said many teachers did provide reasons and said some 
said they were told not to attend.  Ms. Medeiros said those that did show up should be commended.  
Workshops are similar to open house, some parents will show up and others don’t.   
 
FY2014 Projected Year End Revised Budget Request – Mr. Ferrucci 

Presentation by Mr. Ferrucci – Summarization – in comparison to the most recent school 
committee’s approved revised budget on July 16, 2013 in which there was a projected balanced budget 
and based on year to date school committee approved line item budget transfers and school committee 
approved capital projects and Fy2013 audited carryover surplus and based on the school administration’s 
planned spending through the balance of the school year, we provide the following summary: 

 
Revenue is projected to INCREASE by $2,078,664 
Total Expenses are projected to INCREASE by 343,772 
Thereby resulting in a projected surplus of  $1,734,892 
TOTAL RECOMMENDED REVISED BUDGET AS OF 3/11/14 
REVENUE $161,503,831 
EXPENSES $159,768,939 
NET SURPLUS $1,734,892 

 
It is our recommendation that the school committee adopt the Revised Budget and earmark surplus of 
Fy2014 towards the roof project at Vets.  The balance of $646,670, which is the difference between the 
projected surplus and the roof project budget, will be funded either through additional surplus accruing 
during Fy2014 and/or through funds remaining from the two Bond issues addressing fire code.   
 

 
MOTION 2014-80: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, to approve the 
FY2014 projected year end revised budget as presented. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
FY2014 Monthly Fiscal Report – for period ending 3/3/14 – Mr. Ferrucci 
Total Revenue received     $143,466,243 
Total Expenditures         88,391,951 
Total Encumbrances          7,303,263 
[Excludes salaries and fringe benefits] 
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Summary Review of non-salary and fringe benefits costs 

                 Year to Date        Percentage of 
Approved Budget      Revised Approved Budget      Revised Approved       Exp.&Encumber        Non Staff Costs 
      7/16/13  7/16/13   TBD               3/3/14  
   $24,842,824            $25,762,824            $20,976,366  81.4% 
 
Bids/Change Orders: 
 

MOTION 2014-81:  Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Nadeau, that the bid for fire code 
improvements (phase 3) be awarded to the various vendors on the bid tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Information and proposals: 
From School Committee Members: 
Ms. Furtado congratulated the girls hockey team Division One.  Ms. Ahearn said she has asked Dean 
Burdon-CPA, Broker, Merger and Acquisitions Business Owner, Jennifer Mann, Facility Planner and 
Colleen Smith, Early Childhood Coordinator for RI public school, building administrator for an 
Inclusionary Preschool program, to be part of the Subcommittee for RFP Requirements for Long Term 
Planning Consultant which will be meeting Saturday March 15th at the Warwick Public Library.  
 
Public Comment:  James Ginolfi commented that he should have been allowed to speak under new 
business agenda item “teacher training opportunities and workshops.” A personally insulting accusation 
was made by an administrator and he wanted to comment on it.  He extended an invitation to all School 
Committee members to give him a call for a discussion on this matter.  He will be available.  Darlene 
Netcoh commented on meetings be held after school on a voluntary basis, which didn’t offer union 
members an opportunity to attend as people may have other commitments.  She also said she liked the 
school calendar the way that it is.      
 
 MOTION 2014-82: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to adjourn the meeting. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Meeting adjourned:  9:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
 


