
Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Meeting August 13, 2013 
Open Session 
  
 The Warwick School Committee met in Open Session at Toll Gate High School on Tuesday, 
August 13, 2013.  Ms. Furtado called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. with the following in attendance: 
 
COMMITTEE 
Bethany A. Furtado, Chair 
M. Terri Medeiros, Vice Chair 
Jennifer Ahearn, Clerk 
Eugene A. Nadeau 
Karen Bachus 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Richard D’Agostino, Acting Superintendent  
Dennis Mullen, Director of Secondary Education  
Robert T. Bushell, Director of Elementary Education 
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
Anthony Ferrucci, Chief Budget Officer 
 

MOTION 2013-177: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Ahearn,  to go into closed 
session for discussion and/or action regarding those items of business exempt from open meetings 
under General Laws of Rhode Island 42-46-5(a)(1)and (a)(2).     

MOTION PASSES (3-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – [not present for vote]  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus – [not present for vote] 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Open Meeting reconvened at 7:05 p.m.   
 
Approval of Minutes of Public Session 

MOTION 2013-178: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to approve the Minutes 
of Open Session for July 16, 2013.  

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Vote of Minutes of Executive Session 

MOTION 2013-179: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the Minutes 
of Executive Session for July 16, 2013.  

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Approval of Transfers 
MOTION 2013-180: Moved by Ms. Ahearn, seconded by Ms. Bachus, to approve the transfer 
presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye     

Approval of Warrants 
MOTION 2013-181: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to approve the transfers 
presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye     
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Professional Personnel items: Appointments: 

MOTION 2013-182: Moved by Ms. Ahearn, seconded by Ms. Bachus, that the appointment of 
Stephen Henn, category 1, 60% Social Studies teacher at Pilgrim High School, Step 1, be 
approved.   MOTION PASSES (5-0) 

Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-183: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, that the appointment of 
Donna Barrette, elementary reading specialist, step 10, be approved pending receipt of National 
and State BCI. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
 MOTION 2013-184: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, that the appointment of 
Elizabeth Marquis, attendance and discipline administrator, part-time position at a salary of 
$33,641, be approved. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
 MOTION 2013-185: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, that the appointment 
of Christina Carter, severe/profound teacher, step 4, be approved pending receipt of National 
and State BCI.   MOTION PASSES (5-0) 

Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
 MOTION 2013-186: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, that the appointment 
of Lisa Benetti, elementary special educator, step 3, be approved pending vacancy. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-187: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the appointment 
of Christine Cobb, assistant director of special services, step 3 of the Administrative Pay Scale, 
be approved pending receipt of National and State BCI and receipt of certification from RIDE. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-188: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the appointment 
of Paul Heatherton, principal at Oakland Beach Elementary School, step 4 of the Administrative 
Pay Scale, be approved pending receipt of National and State BCI. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-189: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the appointment 
of Donna Zannelli, assistant principal Winman Junior High School, step 5 of the Administrative 
Pay Scale, be approved for one year only. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  
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Classified personnel items – appointments: 

MOTION 2013-190: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, that the appointment 
of Ashley Moore, guidance clerk typist at Gorton Junior High School, be approved. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Coaching appointments: 
MOTION 2013-191: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, that the following 
coaching appointments be approved: Kelly Harrington, head coach (girls’ volleyball) at Pilgrim 
High; Jason Metivier, assistant coach (girls’ volleyball) at Pilgrim High School for one year 
only; James Hovey, assistant coach (football) at Pilgrim High School for one year only; James 
Cook, assistant coach (football) at Toll Gate High School for one year only; Fredrick 
Schweizer, head coach (girls’ soccer) at Warwick Veterans; and Jared DeAlmo, head coach 
(boys’ cross country ) at Toll Gate for one year only. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 

MOTION 2013-192: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, that the appointment 
of Zachary Furtado, assistant coach (football) at Toll Gate High School be approved for one 
year only. 

MOTION PASSES (4 ayes 1 recusal) 
Bethany A. Furtado – recused  M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye  Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

FY 2014 Monthly Fiscal Budget – Presented by Mr. Ferrucci: 
For the period ending 7/30/2013  

Total Revenue received $119,125,648 
Total Expenditures           $ 2,636,942 
Total Encumbrances $  452,218  
[Excludes salaries and fringe benefits] 

Summary Review of non-salary and fringe benefits costs 
                             Year to Date     Percentage of 

Approved Budget      Revised Approved Budget      Revised Approved       Exp.&Encumber        Non Staff Costs 
      7/16/13  7/16/13    T.B.D.   7/30/13  
   $24,482,824  $15,762,824     $1,207,227  4.7% 

Creative Enrichment Program – Ms. Bachus commented I did vote not to continue ALAP because I 
think it has some deficits, and I think we can do better.  She proposed a new after school enrichment 
program for all elementary students in grades 4 through 6 who wish to participate.  Each of the 16 
elementary schools would offer the program once a week for 2 hours (1.5 hours for the children and .5 
hour for teacher planning and preparation).  This year the program would probably start in January – but 
would be a 30-week program in the future.  The curriculum is not written, but she said she saw it as very 
broad, including cultures of the world, literature of that time, history, philosophy, music, musical 
instruments, food, etc. for the kids to have tactile, hands-on, as well as creative academics.  It would be a 
3-phase program with a different curriculum for each grade so a student would never repeat the program.  
She based the cost starting for January at around $75,000 and believes funds can be taken from substitute 
salaries and professional development fund.  She said that is what I am looking at and put it out to the 
Committee for discussion. Dr. D’Agostino remarked since ALAP was cut he has been looking at ways 
education is provided to gifted students.  He has spoken with other communities to see how they educate 
their gifted students.  Most use differentiated learning, which is a method of teaching students and 
grouping them in different groups and focusing the instruction on those different groups.  Other after-
school programs are being looked at.  Dr. Siesel pointed out there are many curriculums she has  
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researched – so there are curriculums out there we can explore.  There are many links for resources for 
after school programs.  There are curriculums out there.  Ms Ahearn asked if every school would 
participate in the program, not just one school, and had a concern about funding. Ms. Bachus responded 
all elementary schools would participate, and any student in the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades can be part of 
this.  This would not cost the children anything.  It could be funded through tutoring money.  Mr. Nadeau 
remarked we must restore ALAP.  He said he didn’t have a problem with this kind of an idea but how are 
we advancing education when we vote two to two to eliminate the ALAP program.  We must restore 
ALAP.  The Chair said our administrators will work collaboratively with special educators, directors and 
superintendent to come up with something beneficial.  
 
Bids/Change orders:  

MOTION 2013-193: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Bachus, that the bid for 3-year 
athletic supplies and equipment be awarded to various vendors as per the bid tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-194: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Bachus, that the change orders 
for summer capital projects be approved as per the change order tabulation presented. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Adoption of Policies 
MOTION 2013-195: Moved by Ms. Bachus, and seconded by Mr. Nadeau, to approve the 
second reading of Policy GBN (disqualification of job applicants with criminal convictions and 
of volunteers with disqualifying information). 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

MOTION 2013-196: Moved by Ms. Bachus, and seconded by Mr. Nadeau, to approve the 
second reading of Policy GBCA (prohibition against holding dual employment). 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau – Aye Karen Bachus – Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn – Aye  

Information/Proposals: 
School Committee Members: 
Miss Medeiros thanked the custodial staff saying that schools looked clean and tidy and wanted to say 
thank you.  Ms Furtado announced that the Special Education Advisory Committee would be meeting on 
8/14/13 at 7:00 pm. at the Administration Building.  Dr. D’Agostino remarked the safety for schools 
policy has been worked on and will be ready for our next meeting. 
 
Public comment: Darlene commented that grouping was eliminated at the high school level.  She said 
she has attended a number of workshops on differentiated learning and the higher performing group is 
often just given more work. You finish the work and you are working at a higher pace and level, the 
response is just to give you more work – does that make sense?  Pam found issue with the after school 
program, saying many parents work and many children have to go to afterschool care. Other children 
have outside interests.  She said when her children finish their work they are told to tutor their friends. 
She questioned the cost of the program and the additional cost of administrators to be in the building as 
supervisors.  If you are going to spend money for something like that – you might as well spend it on the 
ALAP program.  Other parents commented how excited their children were to be part of the ALAP 
program, it was motivation for them, encouraged them to be challenged, and they didn’t find school 
boring any more.  George Landri said put the ALAP program back - it is worth it.  He also asked that the 
librarian at Gorton be put back before time runs out. Steven A. said he thought being the only district that 
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still had the ALAP program should be something we take pride in.  Jim F. said his children have been 
motivated by being with other highly motivated, highly skilled children. Kathleen O. said after school 
enrichment for all students is a great thing, but it is not a replacement for ALAP which challenged her 
child with higher thinking and creative problem solving.  I think we should enrich all of the kids as much 
as we can, but we’re talking about educating our kids during the school day, their normal part of 
education.   

MOTION 2013- 197: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Bachus, to adjourn the meeting. 

 
MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Meeting adjourn: 8:05 p.m. 

 


