
Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Meeting of May 14, 2013 
Open Session  
  
 The Warwick School Committee met in Open Session at Toll Gate High School on Tuesday, May 
14, 2013.  Ms. Furtado called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following in attendance: 
 
COMMITTEE 
Bethany A. Furtado, Chair 
M. Terri Medeiros, Vice Chair 
Jennifer Ahearn, Clerk 
Eugene A. Nadeau 
Karen Bachus 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Richard D’Agostino, Acting Superintendent  
Dennis Mullen, Director of Secondary Education  
Robert T. Bushell, Director of Elementary Education 
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
Anthony Ferrucci, Chief Budget Officer 
 

MOTION 2013-104: Moved by Ms. Bachus, and seconded by Mr. Nadeau, to go into closed 
session for discussion and/or action regarding those items of business exempt from open meetings 
under General Laws of Rhode Island 42-46-5(a)(1)and (a)(2).     

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn – Aye  

Open Meeting reconvened at 7:05 p.m.   
Student comments: 
Syed Hasan Raza (grade 6) Cedar Hill 
June Beauregard (grade 6) Norwood 
Lauren Simpson (grade 6) Norwood 
Francesca Maroni (grade 6) Wyman 
Daniel LaJoie (grade 6) Wyman 
Kaitlyn Rodrigues (grade 6) Warwick Neck 
Justin Couto (grade 6) Warwick Neck 
 
Recognitions: 
The following students were recognized and presented with certificates: 
Toll Gate HS Mock Trial Team (Coach Sharon Franco): Madeleine Anthony, Paige Carmichael, Isaac 
Davis, Matthew Deneff, Dena Goldblatt, Abby Gregory, Szabocz Kiss, Julia Paolino 
National History Day Medalists (Coaches: Thomas Hewes and Lisa Scarpellino): Gabrielle Bianco, 
James Burke, Marcus Alexander, Will Hindinger, Angus Nathan, David Cerullo, Jenna Carmichael, 
Francesca Maroni, Julia French, Natasha Savage, Ann Wajda, Brianna Boyd, Brittany Boyd, Nicole 
Racca, Hannah Ellis, Catherine Tiley, Gillian Tiley, Christine Nguyer, Stephanie Racca 
 
Patricia Behring Teacher of the Year Award (State of Rhode Island) – Lisa Scarpellino  
 
Approval of Minutes (Public Session) 

MOTION 2013-104:  Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the Minutes 
of the Open Session for April 9, 2013, April 10, 2013 and April 23, 2013. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  
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Vote of Minutes for Executive Session 

MOTION 2013-105:  Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Mr. Nadeau, to approve the Minutes of 
the Executive Session for April 9, 2013 and April 23, 2013. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Approval of Transfers 
MOTION 2013-106:  Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to approve the warrants 
presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Approval of Warrants 
MOTION 2013-107: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to approve the 
transfers presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Professional Personnel Items: 
Appointments: Approval of ESY Program Administrator Appointment  

MOTION 2013-108: Moved by Ms. Bachus, and seconded by Mr. Nadeau, that the 
appointment of John Gannon, Program Administrator for the Extended School Year Program, be 
approved. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Leaves of absence 
MOTION 2013-109: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the request for 
unrestricted leave by Sarai Pryor, foreign language teacher at Winman Junior High School be 
approved effective for the 2013-2014 school year; and that the request for parental leave by 
Shanna Factor, math teacher at Pilgrim High be approved effective for the 2013-2014 school 
year.    MOTION PASSES (5-0) 

Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Retirements/Resignations 
MOTION 2013-110: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Bachus, that the retirement of 
Ellen Hermann, occupational therapist at Lippitt Elementary be accepted effective last day of 
school;  retirement of Debra L. Miller, elementary teacher at Scott School be accepted effective 
last day of school; retirement of Linda Whittaker, elementary teacher at Wyman Elementary 
School be accepted effective the last day of school; retirement of Janice Adamec, Elementary 
teacher at Oakland Beach Elementary school effective last day of school; retirement of Patricia 
Bowie, fashion merchandising teacher at the Career Center effective last day of school; 
retirement of Kathleen Curtis, elementary teacher at Hoxsie Elementary effective last day of 
school; retirement of Craig Cole, special education severe profound teacher at Drum Rock Early 
Childhood Center effective last day of school; and retirement of Deborah P. Miller, department 
head foreign language at Toll Gate High School be accepted effective July 17, 2013. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  
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Classified personnel items: 
Retirement/resignation 

MOTION 2013-111: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Bachus, that the retirement of 
Anthony J. Costa, custodian Park Elementary School be accepted effective April 12, 2013. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

Coaching appointments 
MOTION 2013-112: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Bachus, that the following 
coaching appointments be approved: Frank Notarianni, head coach boys’ cross country at 
Pilgrim; Jared DeAlmo, assistant coach boys’ cross country at Toll Gate be approve for one year 
only and the appointment of Sherry Silven, assistant coach girls’ volleyball at Warwick Veterans 
for one year only. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

New Business - School Closure Vote 
[Noted: a stenographer present for record of proceedings for a transcript.  The following is a summary by the school 
committee secretary for minute purposes.] 
 

MOTION 2013-113: Moved by Ms. Bachus to table the vote at this time with the proviso to 
reconvene the Long Term Facilities Planning Committee to determine the best way to move the 
district forward and present three viable plans, not one, to the School Committee at its January 
2014 meeting, to enable us to provide state of the art education to our students in this district, 
seconded by Ms. Medeiros.  

 
Ms. Bachus further commented:  I don’t believe we should close any school until we know where we are 
going in the future.  The plans should take into account all-day kindergarten, kindergarten through 8th 
grade, and the final plan would likely include closing schools next year.  We need a plan solid to bring 
this district forward and give us the ability to provide the best education possible.  This is going to mean 
sacrifices for this district; class cut backs and a lot of things.  I believe this will make us a better school 
district and better schools in the future.  Please don’t think this is a great thing; we must move on and 
have a plan to put in place.  Ms. Ahearn said I agreed that the district needs to be taken to the next level, 
but don’t agree we are being responsible by approving a budget that takes us into next year $3.8 million 
over budget. That has to be looked at because we don’t know what programs will be sacrificed to keep 
schools open.  Educational sacrifices will be made if this is tabled; I want to make sure everyone is on 
board with that.  I believe that has to be looked at.   
  

MOTION 2013-114: Ms. Ahearn moved to postpone the vote until after the City Council 
approves their budget and the schools know how much money they will receive, seconded by Mr. 
Nadeau  [note: withdrawn later in the meeting] 
 
Mr. Nadeau suggested tabling to June 30th after the City Council knows their budget for the 

coming year.  He said I don’t want Gorton to close.  I believe the long term committee has their work cut 
out for them.  He also commented that the time has come to make Kindergarten full day.  It is my desire 
to have the 6th grade with the 7th and 8th grade, and create three middle schools.  We need to make sure 
that we have finances and hoped that the City Council would look to keep Gorton open.  He suggested 
delay until June 30th to see what the finances are for this year.  
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Ms. Healey said technically June 30th was not doable because of contractual deadlines.  We need to send 
transfer notices by June 14th with a job fair no later than June 30th so that takes it too far into the year.  In 
order to satisfy contract obligations we would need to know by June 7.  
 
Ms. Bachus remarked with all due respect, we will get through this next year – it will be hell with no 
additional funds.  We owe it to the entire city, the students and teachers to let them know where they will 
be before June 30th.  In my way of thinking, it is irresponsible to go forward without a long term plan for 
the City.  We should table this vote – until January 2014 – which will give us time to develop a long term 
plan or plans that we will be able to look at and decide.  We need to make decision now so that everyone 
will know what their job is. 
 
Ms. Ahearn said she believed it was irresponsible to make a decision without knowing what the 
educational ramifications are going forward.  There are a lot of students out there that are not in the 
audience tonight and any programs that have to be let go will affect them.      
 
There was a call for the vote on the Motion to Amend the Amendment – Mr. Nadeau withdrew his 
motion.   
 

Call for a vote on the Motion 2013-112 to table, made by Ms. Bachus and seconded by Ms. 
Medeiros. 
 
Further discussion re tabling the vote until the committee meets in January 2014.  Ms. Bachus commented 
this is a difficult vote and we have one chance to do this right.   
 
Ms. Furtado commented:  Thank everyone who spoke at the public forums.  We can’t continue the way 
we are; we need to consolidate and move forward to provide the highest level of education possible.  This 
is not all about the money, but about providing the best possible education that my students are entitled 
to, which is the best and brightest teaching them every day and providing the items they need to 
accomplish their goals.  Important to remember how we arrived at this current state.  There are draconian 
cuts needed to balance a level funded budget, which was reduced by $5 million three years ago and has 
been level funded since.  We’ve been asked to do far more with far less.  We have made difficult 
decisions, such as reducing administrative staff, eliminating an entire WISE department and closing 
elementary schools.  We closed four elementary schools, which had not happened in 30 years.  Secondary 
schools have not been touched since Lockwood was closed in the 70’s.  There is a continual decline in 
population and a decline of 1,000 is projected over the next decade.  If Gorton closed, schools would still 
have to look at cutting $2.5 million from the budget.  If Gorton stays open, the committee has to look at 
$3.8 million in cuts.   
 
Ms. Bachus further commented that in the past couple of weeks I have witnessed people beat up our 
administration.  Every administrator is doing two or three jobs, and is not getting two to three salaries. We 
brought you the numbers and facts that they have and I believe those numbers.  I did not make proposal 
based on numbers, but it was based on the need for a long-term plan to give us the best school district in 
the state.   
 
Ms. Ahearn further commented - a long-term plan will require lots of concessions by our staff and our 
union membership for this district.  It is important to make sure we’re all on the same page as to the 
direction the district will go. I am willing to proceed with vote on the table. 
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MOTION 2013-113:   The Chair called the Motion to Table made by Ms. Bachus, and seconded 
by Medeiros for further study by the long range planning committee reporting in January 2014 be 
approved.  

MOTION PASSES 4 ayes 1 nay 
Bethany A. Furtado – Nay M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 

Approval of Special Education Advisory Committee Appointments – recommended Joanne 
Cousineau and David Ghigliotty  

MOTION 2013-115:  Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Medeiros, to approve the 
appointment of Joanne Cousineau and David Ghigliotty to the Special Education Advisory 
Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Approval of April 2014 Toll Gate High School trip to Italy 

MOTION 2013-116: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to approve the April 
2014 Toll Gate High School trip to Italy. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Approval of Grade 5 Curriculum - Handwriting Without Tears  

MOTION 2013-117: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to approve the grade 5 
curriculum – Handwriting Without Tears. 

MOTION PASSES (4 ayes 1 nay) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Nay 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Approval of elementary math textbook adoption –  

MOTION 2013-118: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to approve the 
elementary math textbook adoption. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Approval of cafeteria tables replacement purchase 

MOTION 2013-119: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, to approve the 
purchase of cafeteria tables. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

[Note this was budgeted] 
 

Approval of Elementary principal appointment, transfer, reassignment:  Mr. Bushell remarked that 
the policy of transferring of principals or assistant principals upon recommendation of the Superintendent, 
taking into consideration relevant circumstances and consulting with the principal or assistant principal.  
Ms. Ahearn said she knew there were concerns from parents about transferring.  
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MOTION 2013-120: Moved by Ms. Bachus, and seconded by Mr. Nadeau, that the 
appointment of Gary McCoombs Principal Hoxsie Elementary School #2 of the 
Administrative pay scale be approved. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-121: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the transfer of 
Colleen Mercurio from Hoxsie Elementary School to Cedar Hill Elementary School be 
approved. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Update of Food Service Contract – tabled  
 
FY 2013 Monthly Fiscal Budget – Presented by Mr. Ferrucci: 
For the period ending 5/1/2013:   

Total Revenue received $152,159,755 
Total Expenditures           $111,259,576 
Total Encumbrances $5,023,209  
[Excludes salaries and fringe benefits] 
 
Summary Review of non-salary and fringe benefits costs 
                          Year to Date           Percentage of 

Approved Budget      Revised Approved Budget      Revised Approved       Exp.&Encumber        Non Staff Costs 
      7/10/12  12/11/12     3/12/13   5/1/13 
   $24,673,572             $25,254,127  $25,984,425            $22,029,852 88.7% 
 
Bids/Change Orders 

MOTION 2013-122: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the bid for re-
roofing WPS maintenance facilities building be awarded to Eagle Cornice Co., Inc. in the amount 
of $127,300 as per bid tabulation.  [Note: included in the 12-13 budget] 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-123: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Ahearn, that the bid for fire 
sprinkler inspection and testing be awarded to Red Hawk Fire and Security LLC in the amount of 
$24,000 as per bid tabulation. [Note: next year’s budget] 

MOTION PASSES (4 ayes 1 nay) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Nay 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-124: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the bid for 
security alarm monitoring be awarded to Electronic Alarms, Division of American Alarm and 
Communications, Inc. for a 3 year contract, $16,183.80 per year, per bid tabulation. [Budgeted] 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  
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MOTION 2013-125: Moved by Mr. Nadeau, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the bid for 
elevator maintenance be awarded to ThyssenKrupp Elevator Americas for a 3 year contact in the 
amount of $43,800.00 as per bid tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Discussion regarding the bid for basketball scoreboards at Veterans High School being awarded to 
Scoreboard Enterprises Inc. in the amount of $10,970.  It was noted that there had been several attempts 
to repair the scoreboards.   There is no insurance that could be applied.  The request was denied by the 
Chair. 

 
MOTION 2013-126: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the bid for a new 
color copier for the Graphic Design Department at the Career Center be awarded to BVOS Xerox, 
in the amount of $19,995 as per bid tabulation. 
 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-127: Moved by Ms. Bachus, and seconded by Mr. Nadeau, that the bid for 
Cisco routers and equipment be awarded to Function 5 Technology Group with unit pricing as per 
bid tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
MOTION 2013-128: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the bid for a 
vehicle training system and welding equipment and supplies be awarded to Technical Education 
Products, Inc in the amount of $7,982.50 and Industrial Welders Supply in the amount of 
$7,885.21. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Adoption of Policies: 
KBA Policy - Public’s Right to Know (2nd reading) 
GCC/GCCA Policy – Recruitment, Support and Retention of Highly Effective Staff (2nd reading) 
GCD Policy – Professional Staff Hiring (2nd reading) 
GCI Policy – Professional Staff Assignments and Transfers (2nd reading) 
 

MOTION 2013-129: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the second 
reading of Policies: KBA, GCC/GCCA, GCD and GCI.   
 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  
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Public Comment: 
Kevin Shepherd thanked the Committee for tabling the vote until 2014 given the facts were 
misrepresented.  He said he had submitted a public record request for the salary of Dr. D’Agostino and 
Rosemary Healey, and several other members, and the response was $150 for 10 staff hours and 100 
copies.  He said he attempted to bring in a check to administration, and the Chair told Mr. Shepherd give 
the check to Mr. Ferrucci. He said he will be seeking a waiver of the fee from the attorney general’s 
office.  Tracy McDermott questioned the cost for the handwriting curriculum and asked why we just 
couldn’t do it ourselves and save money.  Darlene Netcoh thanked the Committee for holding open 
meetings and listening to the people.  Thanks for proving the vote wasn’t set ahead of time – you listened 
to those that spoke and made a decision based on what they said and not what the administration wanted. 
When the long-term planning committee reconvenes, the short term planning committee should join them.   
Tom Daniels commented that there are no substitutes for special education teachers and we don’t staff for 
substitutes.  He also asked if the bullying program extends to adults. Patrick Maloney said he knew it was 
difficult to make the decision to table, but people should understand how we got to the position we are in. 
In 2009 the city cut funding 5%, $46.2 million going into our 5th year of the lowered amount.  The four 
years I was on the School Committee, we made cut after cut.  The schools get no extra money and the 
bills on the school side go up.  Next year will be even a bigger problem.  Lynn (Cedar Hill) said 
transferring does not mean the best process, and you should have included parents and teachers in transfer 
without violating privacy.  This has nothing to do with the person, it goes with the process made. Nothing 
came to us and we are disappointed. David Testa said the School Committee’s job is to fight to make sure 
the city doesn’t level fund the schools.  You are here to represent all the people that were here tonight, not 
the administration.  Your job is to advocate for the students to get the best education possible.  Carmella 
Vella-Wilkinson  said you need to look at how to tighten the amount of administrative positions between 
the city and schools.  Why do we have 2 purchasing, 2 MIS, 2 maintenance between School Department 
and the City?  We need to look at combining those departments to provide additional funding to go into 
the classrooms.  Kids bringing in reams of paper so teachers have paper for copies, makes me infuriated. 
She said the City Council ratifies the budget, they don’t make the budget.  Ed Turn said we should 
embrace technology and e-mail notices not send them home on paper.  Mary Townsend remarked a lot of 
students do not have access to computers, and how we would know who gets paper and who doesn’t get 
paper? 
 

MOTION 2013-130: Moved by Ms. Bachus, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to adjourn. 
MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Bethany A. Furtado – Aye M. Terri Medeiros – Aye  
Eugene A. Nadeau - Aye Karen Bachus - Aye 
Jennifer Ahearn - Aye  

 
Meeting adjourned 9:35 p.m. 


