
Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Meeting of July 13, 2010 
Open Session  
  
 The Warwick School Committee met in Open Session at Toll Gate High School, on Tuesday, 
July 13, 2010.  Vice-Chair Mota-Costa called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. with the following in 
attendance: 
 
COMMITTEE 
Christopher Friel, Chairperson [present at 6:25 p.m.] 
Lucille Mota-Costa, Vice Chair 
Bethany Furtado, Clerk 
Paul Cannistra [present at 6:30 p.m.]  
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr.  
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Peter P. Horoschak, Superintendent 
William Sangster, Assistant to the Superintendent 
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
 

MOTION 2010-148:  Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to go into closed 
session for discussion and/or action regarding those items of business exempt from open meetings 
under General Laws of Rhode Island 42-46-5(a)(1) and (a)(2).   

MOTION PASSES (3-0) 
Christopher Friel - absent Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – absent Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 

Meeting reconvened at 7:10 p.m. with the following also in attendance: 
Robert T. Bushell, Director of Elementary Education 
Richard D’Agostino, Director Special Services 
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
E. Paul Jannson 
David LaPlante 
 
Approval of Minutes: 

MOTION 2010-149: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Ms. Furtado to approve the 
Minutes of the Open Session for June 8, 2010 and June 22, 2010. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
MOTION 2010-150: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to approve the 
Minutes of the Executive Session for June 8, 2010 and June 22, 2010. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

Approval of Transfers: 
MOTION 2010-151: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Cannistra, to approve the 
transfers presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 
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Approval of Warrants: 

MOTION 2010-152: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Mota-Costa, to approve the 
warrants presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

Professional Personnel Items: 
Appointments: 

MOTION 2010-153: Moved by Mr. Cannistra, seconded by Mr. Maloney, that the 
appointment of Amy Sattel, school psychologist, category 1, step 2, be approved; that the 
appointment of Katie Golbitz, school social worker, category 1, step 2 be approved pending 
receipt of State and National BCI; that the appointment of Brooke Sullivan, Science teacher, step 
3, be approved; that the appointment of Jennifer Carlone, secondary reading 
specialist/consultant, step 4 be approved pending receipt of official certification as a reading 
specialist/consultant from the RIDOE; that the appointment of Nicole Landy, secondary special 
educator, step 8 be approved; that the appointment of Stephen Shelton, secondary special 
educator, category 1, step 3 be approved pending receipt of National and State BCI; that the 
appointment of Meghan Levick, elementary music teacher, step 1, be approved pending receipt 
of National and State BCI and pending receipt of official certification from the RIDOE; and that 
the appointment of Pamela Harvey, elementary music teacher, step 2, be approved pending 
declination or appointment or additional vacancies in music.   
 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Retirements/resignations: 
 

MOTION 2010-154: Moved by Ms. Mota-Costa, seconded by Mr. Maloney, that the 
retirement of Joann Phillips, music teacher at Pilgrim High School, be accepted effective June 
22, 2010; that the retirement of Elizabeth Tierney, elementary teacher at Greenwood 
Elementary be accepted effective July 7, 2010; that the resignation of Gretchen Keefe, math 
teacher at Toll Gate High School be accepted effective June 22, 2010 and that the resignation of 
Rosemary Hunter, elementary principal at Greenwood Elementary School be accepted effective 
July 7, 2010.  

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Coaching appointments: 
 

MOTION 2010-155: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Maloney, that the appointment 
of Michael Kozusko, assistant coach of football at Pilgrim High School be approved; that the 
appointment of Arthur Andolfo, assistant coach of football at Pilgrim High School be approve; 
and that the appointment of Marissa Walser, head coach of cheerleading at Warwick Veterans 
High School be approved for one year only. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 
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New Business 
District Strategic Plan – Progress Report 2009-2010 – presentation by Mr. Lowery.  He commented 
that each year the Rhode Island Department of Education requires us to submit a revised or updated 
strategic plan.  Mr. Lowery summarized the strategic plan progress report for 2009-2010, which can be 
found on the school website.   
 
 MOTION 2010-156: Moved by Ms. Mota-Costa, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to approve the 
 District Strategic Plan Progress Report for 2009-2010. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Approval of food service management company annual agreement with Sodexo – District Manager 
Cathy Rocco and Food Service Director Marc Roy, along with two other members of Sodexo, were 
present at the meeting to answer any questions and review the first year of operation and the projections 
and plans for the 2010-2011 school year.  The proposed budget reflects a management fee of $0.03258 
per meal or $26,034.35 based on projected number of meals served (799,090) and a general 
administration fee of $0.04259 or $34,033.24 for the year.  The present contract provides an option to 
renew for four additional years and the school year 2010-2011 represents the first option year.  Discussion 
followed concerning quality of food, deficit in the amount of $177,000, numbers lower than last year,  the 
state funding formula tied into participation of free and reduced lunches; students had to get used to the 
whole grains for pizza and pasta and brown rice; having a plan to increase participation; bringing back the 
food advisory and focus groups; piloting three schools in November with POS system; getting bids at the 
zero hour.  It was suggested that perhaps the contract could include that each school be able to have one 
“field day” as an exception to the competitive food sales portion of the contract.  Mr. Place suggested 
tabling this matter for the next school committee meeting and have Mr. Flood present to speak and 
address the situation.  Comments were made by the general public saying 22 minutes for lunch is not 
enough, one of the biggest problems is there is not enough to eat and the portions are significantly 
smaller; there was a survey done and the kids hate the food and one parent said he asked to buy extra for 
his son, but the money was sent back as he couldn’t buy extra pizza.   
 
 MOTION 2010-157: Moved by Mr. Cannistra, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to table approval of 
 the food service management company annual agreement with Sodexo. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Custodial services at Greene – tabled. 
 
Bids/change orders: 
 
 A discussion regarding the bid for the district student information system included why it took 
two years to implement something; $615,250 over 5 years; once we switch will there be training (yes); 
will there be an DBA [data base administrator] (yes); report cards computerized (yes); it is now 2010 and 
there should be no training involved we need a mandate and commitment; and it was noted that there are 
still 9 classrooms at Tollgate not wired for internet. 
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MOTION 2010-158: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Ms. Mota-Costa, to approve the 
bid for the District Student Information System being awarded to X2 Development Corp-Aspen 
in the amount of $615,250, total 5-year fixed cost, as per bid tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
 Discussion regarding the change order for new fire alarm systems at Lippitt and Wyman:  who 
“mismeasured,” why can’t we go to the company that “mismeasured the space” or made a incorrect visual 
interpretation; now paying $7,800 and $2,400 more; have the company before us to see why they made 
this mistake; we must have these detectors for fire safety. 
 
 MOTION 2010-159: Moved by Chairman Friel, seconded Mr. Cannistra, that the change order 
 for new fire alarm systems at Lippitt and Wyman Elementary schools be approved as per the 
 tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (3 ayes, 1 nay, 1 abstain) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – nay 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - abstain 

Policy IKAA – Final Examinations 
[It was noted that because of the changes that this would be the first reading for Policy IKAA.]  One 
correction on the policy, first paragraph, last line, change words “have met” to “having met.” 
 
 MOTION 2010-160: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Cannistra, to approve the first 
 reading of Policy IKAA as amended. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Principal Stephen Chrabaszca wanted the Committee to know that a light fixture came down on the head 
of a student recently and her father had contacted him.  He said some of the fixtures at Tollgate are 35 to 
36 years old and this needs to be addressed.   
 
 MOTION 2010-161: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Cannistra, to adjourn the  
 meeting. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Meeting adjourned: 9:10 p.m. 
Bethany Furtado, Clerk 
Betsey Snipes, Secretary 
 
 


