
Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Meeting of May 11, 2010 
Open Meeting  
  
 The Warwick School Committee met in Open Session at Winman Jr. High School, on Tuesday, 
May 11, 2010. Chairman Friel called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. with the following in attendance: 
 
COMMITTEE 
Christopher Friel, Chairperson 
Lucille Mota-Costa, Vice Chair 
Bethany Furtado, Clerk 
Paul Cannistra 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr.  
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Peter P. Horoschak, Superintendent 
Leonard Flood, Director of Business Affairs 
William Sangster, Assistant to the Superintendent 
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
 

MOTION 2010-97: Moved by Ms. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to go into closed 
session for discussion and/or action regarding those items of business exempt from open meetings 
under General Laws of Rhode Island 42-46-5(a)(1) and (a)(2). 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 

Meeting reconvened at 7:15 p.m. with the following in attendance in addition to those listed above: 
Robert T. Bushell, Director of Elementary Education 
Richard D’Agostino, Director Special Services 
 
Student Comments:   Presentations by sixth grade students from: 
John Brown Francis: Erin Plowman, Nicole Quirk 
Wyman Elementary: Shae Janiga, Spencer Larson, Gianna Guillotte 
Holliman:  Jonathan Provencal, Alaina Moran 
Warwick Neck:  Victoria Barrette, Hannah Fraise, Lynandrea Mejia 
 
Approval of Minutes: 

MOTION 2010-98: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Mota-Costa, to approve the 
Minutes for Open Session April 1, April 13, April 21 and April 28, 2010. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
MOTION 2010-99: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to approve the 
Minutes for Executive Session April 13, April 21 and April 28, 2010. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

Approval of Transfers: 
MOTION 2010-100: Moved by Ms. Mota-Costa, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to approve the 
transfers presented to the Committee. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 
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Approval of Warrants – (no warrants presented) 
 
Professional personnel items: 
Appointments: 
 

MOTION 2010-101: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the appointment 
of Kim Rothwell-Carson, Assistant Administrator Special Education (step 3) be approved; and 
that the appointment of Linda DeConti, Social Worker (category 1, step 6) be approved. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

Retirements/Resignations: 
 

MOTION 2010-102: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Ms. Furtado, that the retirement 
of John Sanzer, Jr., Social Worker at Warwick Veterans be approved effective the last day of 
the school year; that the retirement of Ann Marie Simonelli, Elementary Science Teacher at 
Cedar Hill be approved effective the last day of the school year; that the retirement of Cynthia 
Portno, Reading Teacher at Park, be approved effective the last day of the school year; and that 
the resignation of Christine Reid, Elementary Teacher at Wyman, be approved effective the last 
day of the school year. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
New Business 
Approval of agreement to participate in a national school district purchasing cooperative 
 
 Mr. Flood:  The RI Association of School Committees has entered into a pilot program with their 
national affiliate NSBA, the Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) and the Maryland Association 
of Boards of Education (MABE) to allow school districts to access the Texas Association’s Buy Board 
Program.  This Program allows districts and municipalities to piggyback off of TASB’s purchasing 
power, which offers everything from pencils to schools buses.  NSBA has selected Rhode Island and 
Maryland to participate in a pilot program and to serve as organizing members of the cooperative.  There 
are no fees associated with the program and the Warwick School Department is not obligated to purchase 
through the program if we chose not to.  Mr. Flood recommended participation in this program. 
 
 MOTION 2010-103: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Ms. Mota-Costa, to approve 
 participation in this program. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
 
Approval of contract with TRANE Commercial Systems for facilities audit  
 This agenda item will be tabled this evening to allow the School Committee members to review 
the contract and will be placed on the agenda for May 18, 2010.  
 
Approval of Financial Analyst Position and Elimination of Accounting Technician Position 
 These two agenda items will be tabled this evening 
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Custodial Services at Greene – Mr. LaPlante proposed upgrading the existing part-time custodial 
position at Greene to a full-time position.  The building is now being used by both the West Bay 
Collaborative program as well as several departments of the administration office.  This has created a 
need for increased custodial coverage.  The position would be responsible for internal and external 
custodial duties of the entire facility.  Discussion followed:  one custodian works 15 hours per week, but 
with the addition of 30 administration staff members and the 25 students in the West Bay Collaborative 
Alternative Learning Program and staff that already occupies some of the classrooms, it now takes longer 
to clean the building.  Mr. Flood commented that the business office, information systems, transportation 
and accounting offices have been moved from the administration building to Greene. Dr. D’Agostino 
commented that initially the ALP program only used three classrooms and an all-purpose room, but with 
the relocation of more students it now uses three additional classrooms.  The Superintendent said the 
building needs to be kept in very good shape both internally and externally.  People are working there 
past the regular school hours and there’s a need for a custodian.  Mr. Maloney asked if custodial needs 
would be reduced at the old ad building, and Mr. LaPlante said that phase one of the process has been 
completed.  If we go ahead with the next phase, then that would change the needs of the old building. 
Attorney Healey remarked this position would be specified as temporary until all the administration staff 
could be moved to Greene and the duties at the old administration building would be replaced. Mr. 
Cannistra said the building could be cleaned in two hours and what else would be done with the rest of the 
time.   
 
 MOTION 2010-104: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Chairman Friel, to approve the 
 custodial service temporary full time position. 

MOTION FAILS (2 ayes 3 nays) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - nay 
Paul Cannistra – nay Bethany Furtado – nay 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Policy IKC (Class Ranking) 1st reading 
 MOTION 2010-105: Moved by Mr. Cannistra, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to approve the first 
 reading of Policy IKC (Class Ranking). 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Policy IGCCA (Honor Society) 1st reading 

MOTION 2010-106: Moved by Ms. Mota-Costa, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to approve the 
first reading of Policy IGCCA (Honor Society). 
 

Policy IGD (Co-Curricular & Extra Curricular Activities) 1st reading 
 MOTION 2010-107: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the first 
 reading of Policy IGD (co-curricular and extra curricular activities). 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Policy GCAB (English Language Learners Policy) 1st reading 

MOTION 2010-108: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Ms. Mota-Costa, to approve the 
first reading of Policy GCAB (English language learners policy). 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 
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Graduation by Proficiency Update – Miss Bilodeau we are tracking 779 Seniors; 657 all set; 59 
continuing to work on binders; 152 still working on graduation by proficiency portfolios; 42 choose not to 
be engaged.  We have heard 100 appeals.  The 42 students are broken down as follows 8 @ Pilgrim, 4 @ 
Veterans and 30 @ Tollgate. 
 
Bids/Change Orders 

 
MOTION 2010-109: Moved by Ms. Mota-Costa, seconded by Mrs. Furtado, that the bid for 
fire sprinkler inspections and testing from AFA Protective Systems, Inc., in the amount of 
$15,900 be approved as per the bid tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
MOTION 2010-110: Moved by Ms. Mota-Costa, seconded by Mr. Cannistra, that the bid for 
elevator inspections and testing from ThyssenKrupp Elevator, in the amount of $45,625 over the 
next three years be approved as per bid tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
MOTION 2010-111: Moved by Mr. Cannistra, seconded by Mr. Maloney, that the bid for a 3-
year maintenance agreement for Comdial & ISDN phone equipment be awarded to Rhode Island 
Telephone as per bid tabulation. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
MOTION 2010-112: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Ms. Mota-Costa, that the 
emergency purchase of switch equipment for Gorton Jr. High School, in the amount of $32,460, 
be approved as per bid tabulation 
 

Adoption of Policies: 
Policy IGA (Basic Instructional Program) 2nd reading 

MOTION 2010-113: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Maloney, to approve the 
second reading of Policy IGA (Basic Instructional Program. 
 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Policy IGCC/GCD/LEB (Honors Program/Advanced College Placement) 2nd reading 
 MOTION 2010-114: Moved by Mr. Maloney, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to approve the 
 second reading of Policy IGCC/GCD/LEB (Honors Program/Advanced College Placement. 
 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 
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Policy IKAA (Senior High School Assessments Policy) 2nd reading  
 Darlene Netcoh commented that we used to have a policy where students with an A (high A) at 
the end of the year would be exempt from taking the exam.  This provided incentives for all ability levels.  
This was eliminated and she felt it was time to rectify and revisit this mistake.  Think we should return to 
exempting those students that have an “A.”   
 Policy IKAA was tabled this evening.   
 
Information and Proposals – Mr. Maloney commented on the RI History Day competition and said the 
theme this year was Innovations in History.  Several of our staff were judges: Winman Chair Thalia 
Wood, ALAP teachers Lissa Scarpellino and Tom Hornstein and Winman teacher Anibal Raposo.  The 
following students received awards:  
 
Junior Documentary Group:  Second Place, Jeremy and Kyle Morrisette 
Junior Performance Individual:  Third Place, Daniel Cryan; Second Place, Abby Gregory 
Junior Performance Group: Third Place Megan Wilks and Emily Degnan; First Place Gillian Tiley and Joe Silva 
Junior Website: Third Place, Jacqueline Esmay and Devon Eckert; First Place Justine Pollard 
Junior Historical Paper: Third Place Morgan Delisle; Second Place Christine DiCenzo; First Place Haley Kiernan 
Junior Exhibits Individual: First Place Amy Sevigny 
Junior Exhibits Group: Second Place Jen Condon and Lauren and Emily Almonte; First Place Jenna Fontaine, 
Nicole Luiz, and Rachel Gousie 
Junior Documentary Individual: Third Place James Maynard; First Place Alexis Duncan 
Senior Exhibits Individual: First Place Haley Moen 
Senior Exhibits Group: Third Place Allison Dickson and Elena Chace 
Senior Documentary Individual: Third Place Nina Yu 
Senior Documentary Group: Third Place Brian Condon and Emma Hindinger; Second Place Victoria Lanoue and 
Dena Goldblatt 
Senior Performance Individual: First Place Jenna Moen 
Senior Performance Group: Second Place Melissa and Connor D’Albora 
Italian Heritage Award: Jacqueline Esmay & Devon Eckert  
RI Labor History Award: Autumn Guillotte - Aldrich Junior High School and Trent Mochel - Gorton Junior High 
School 
RISSA Award:  Emily Morris & Rosie Kaczmarek - Winman Junior High School and Nina Yu - Toll Gate High 
School 
 
Public comment:  there was no public comment 
 
Next meeting date:  May 18, 2010 
The School Committee will appear before the City Council on May 27, 2010 for budget presentation. 
 
 MOTION 2010-115: Moved by Mrs. Furtado, seconded by Mr. Cannistra, to adjourn. 

MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 

 
Meeting adjourned: 8:50 p.m. 
Bethany Furtado, Clerk 
Betsey Snipes, Secretary 
 
 


