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Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Special Meeting of May 1, 2009  
Open Session  
  
 The Warwick School Committee met in Open Session at Gorton Jr. High School on Friday, May 
1, 2009 for the purpose of continuing public comment regarding school consolidation.  Chairman Friel 
called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m.   
 
COMMITTEE 
Christopher Friel, Chairperson 
Lucille Mota-Costa, Vice Chair 
Bethany Furtado, Clerk 
Paul Cannistra 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr.  
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Peter P. Horoschak, Superintendent 
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
Robert T. Bushell, Director of Elementary Education 
Richard D’Agostino, Director Special Services 
Leonard Flood, Director of Business Affairs 
David E. Small, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
 
The chair announced that again there is a sign up sheet at the front of the room and that there is a 
stenographer present.  The same 5-minute speaking rule will apply and there will be one trip per person to 
the microphone.   The following is a summary of comments made by the public for minute purposes; a 
full transcript will be provided by the stenographer. 
 
John Collins student at John Greene – John Greene has $100,000 repairs and $600,000 repairs for 
Warwick Neck – very bad – Warwick Neck needs a new roof.  John Greene provides for the handicapped 
and Warwick Neck has two floors – John Greene has a playground – think about the kids – why are you 
closing John Greene when it is bigger than Warwick Neck?  I have 16 students in my class – perfect size.   
Jared Davenport – 5th grader at John Greene – what is happening if you close the school – one teacher 
really teaching an overcrowded room full of kids.  My education will suffer and I am very sad.  Have you 
thought of any other ways to save money?  Christine Davenport – three children – embarrassed not 
attending to politics of this situation.  Most of my information from speaking to other parents and 
teachers.  Why are we closing another Warwick elementary school?  Doesn’t make sense.  What 
happened to the money saved from the three closed schools last year?  Any discussion about saving 
money besides closing schools?  Increasing our children’s class size last resort.  Has the administration 
taken any cuts?  I bet if you asked you could get all employees to give a little.  Is it true Chartwells no bid 
contract – school system pays the difference if they don’t make a profit?  Five people in our entire 
community have the power to make decision that impacts so many.  Jerry DiPetrillo – two kids in the 
school system.  No one wants school closed – make up the $3 mil somewhere.  Commend parents’ efforts 
and loyalty.  It scares me John Greene’s proximity to Gorton. Alyssa Ferland (student) there are 18 
students in my class.  Once I move to a different school more than 18.  Hard for the teachers – please 
choose wisely.  Dianne Conley – parent one at Gorton one at John Greene – formerly at St. Kevin’s.  Put 
us through this last year and doing it again this year.  Gorton out at 2:30 Greene out at 2:45 – shared 
campus.  Jr. High can walk elementary home.  Both schools do things together.  See students from Gorton 
come to Greene for hugs.  We have been through this 2 years in a row now.  If you had a political agenda, 
for the Greene building, the only way to balance a budget to close school – it’s horrible.   
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David Testa:  parent and member of the consolidation committee – The committee’s task was 6 
schools to two.  Closing a school is emotional.  Noted last night this time was improved over last year; a 
valid process.  Look to administration, PTA, PTO, principals and teachers to make this transition work. 
Cathy Maguire – teacher at Warwick Neck – said that “Mrs. T” has been our title reading teacher for 10 
years.  We have a good library and good scores.  Katelyn Greenwood – 4th grader at John Greene – We 
did not always attend Warwick schools – went to school in Cranston.  In first grade I had extra reading 
help and was able to catch up with my class. In third grade I didn’t need extra help.  Love to read.  Sad if 
John Greene closes – don’t have the mentor program at Warwick Neck.  Mike Boyajian – copy of a check 
register – showing a magazine subscription for $1,126.50 – little obscene.  $1,142 for Verizon – can’t 
spend money like this.  Another $5,049 for 17 rooms at Airport Hotel.  Legitimate I don’t know.  $500 
Toys R Us – gift card, $1,000 at Wal-Mart – now end up closing schools.  I think that is wrong.  Step 
daughter 4th grade reading 6th grade level – reading recovery did that.  Small class rooms. 
 
 Tarah Hughes – parent of upcoming kindergartener – this is going to affect the most. My 5-year 
old daughter said “what did we do to them?”  I did not know what to say to her at that time.  Registered at 
John Greene going to school with her big brother.  If I could afford private school I would. Will you give 
me a voucher to send her to private school? My son benefited from Title I – what about children already 
benefitting from Title I  - put yourself in the shoes of our innocent children.  Reconsider closing any other 
schools.  Pay cut – from high down.  They will have to leave friends and teachers they trust.  Allied Van 
Lines $8,539.86 – Dr. Horoschak?  Now kids will suffer because of deficit.  Reconsider closing schools – 
any schools.  Joshua Greenwood – 6th grade student – did not always attend Warwick schools.  Did not 
have benefit of Title I – stayed back in the first grade.  Second grade came to John Greene put into Title I 
reading class – greatly improved.  Now I am a straight A student, and working to get into a good college.  
Hard to get jobs – school should be doing everything they can in these tough times. 
 

Dianne Greenwood – my son told me the other night he wants to go to West Point.   Government 
elected “to serve” - “serve the people”  Look at American History --- body of elected officials work for 
people of the city – blinded by dollar signs.  I went to Warwick Neck to see how the traffic was handled, 
drove into the gulley they call the parking lot, where there are no marked spaces.  Children running 
everywhere – running in front of cars and buses – take a look at safety.  Chris Ferland 6th grader at Greene 
– I have a disability (a physical disability) I can’t hear as well as other people.  John Greene has a good 
hearing program.  Dianne White - reading recovery program at Warwick Neck – son started less than 3 
months ago – jumped 5 levels in less than 3 months.  Donna Cessairo – the principal at Warwick Neck 
School, Ann Stranton, is a hands-on principal with a open door policy.  The main drive of the school is to 
“educate students” and “hands on learning.”  Concern about amendment for busing – Wharf Road – there 
is marina traffic with tractor trailers and no sidewalks.  Dillon Iadevaia – 6th grade student – I have two 
friends in 4th grade, and if you close our school they will have to go to another school, and it will be crazy 
and loud for them to listen.  Kati Morris – student at Gorton 7th – I think you should close other buildings 
instead of school.  Too many kids in one class harder for the kids.  If you close John Greene, the Gorton 
kids won’t be able to help. 
 
Judy Arruda, I have children who have been through John Greene and one still in John Greene, you pitted 
two schools against each other.  Last meeting Mr. Flood could not answer how much saved by closing 
schools last year.  Tell me how much money actually saved.  Ann St. Pierre – graduated last year from 
John Greene and attend Gorton – No one questioning faculty at Warwick Neck – this is about children – 
It is about closing a Title I school – closing schools in general- make administrative cuts – not closing 
schools.  Garabed Koosherian – 9th grade at Bishop Hendricken – looked at Vets – then Bishop  
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Hendricken – currently have 4 classed over 24 and actually one that over 30.  You are treating students 
like cargo – would you put your children into this school system.?  You really are a cancer on our school 
system. 
 
Recess - Called at 4:40 p.m. 

Suzanne Archimbault – John Greene (16 years a teacher) - Recently a student I had in second 
grade, now in high school came back for help with a financial aid question and I helped him out.  Point I 
am making “they know where to find you.”  Something happens when you pull kids apart from their 
school – siblings attend next door – they can pick them up. I’m not looking forward to a large class size.  
Kids can’t get attention they need.  Step back and look at the whole plan.  Look at things in the big 
picture.  “When you change the way you look at things; the things you look at change.”  Megan Carusso 
(child) – 4th grader at John Greene – I have a friend at Warwick Neck who said it is a really good school.   
I have four brothers, one who was in special ed but now in regular class and has flourished; I have a little 
brother with a reading disability. I have two best friends – one who will go to Warwick Neck and one to 
Sherman.  Pat Cronan – 23 years Warwick Neck kindergarten assistant.  Some issues are disturbing – we 
have a mentor program and have for 15 years.  The traffic in the morning flows perfectly, there are no 
children running in the parking lot.  It’s not my job, but I’m out there.  There are a lot of mistruths – being 
put down – do a lot of good things there.  Brooke DeSaint – I have a son, and I have a concern about my 
child going to school next to the junior high.   

 
Mr. Turner said I want the Warwick Neck parents to know children will get a great education at 

either school.  If we have another closure, evaluate all the schools, keep them all opened and don’t bring it 
down to two until the very end.  There should be open communication between the School Committee 
and the public, open process, better information.  I learned more last night talking to Mr. Horoschak.  Do 
a mold test at Warwick Neck - put everyone at ease.  All about money.  Tom Daniels – asking don’t close 
any schools.  Still have $400,000 owed by West Warwick School Department – has anyone taken step to 
get the money?  Stop payment on lunches.  Superintendent and principals pay their own dues.  Judy Lang-
Chiarella – Lighthouse Estates – want to educate you on what it means to close a Title I school -  [spoke 
about bumping, Title I, quality of education, preschool program, loss of $90,000, Obama’s pillows of 
education].   

 
Mr. Maloney asked for a 10 minute recess.  Back at 5:25 p.m.  

 
MOTION 2009-78:  Moved by Mr. Cannistra, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to adjourn the hearing. 

MOTION PASSES (4 ayes 1 nay) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. – Nay 
 

MOTION 2009-79:  Moved by Mr. Cannistra, seconded by Ms. Furtado, to adjourn the meeting. 
MOTION PASSES (5-0) 
Christopher Friel - Aye Lucille Mota-Costa - Aye 
Paul Cannistra – Aye Bethany Furtado – Aye 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr. - Aye 
 

Meeting adjourned:  5:30 p.m. 
Bethany Furtado, Clerk 
Betsey Snipes, Secretary  
 

 


