
Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Special Meeting of April 30, 2009 
Open Session  
  
 The Warwick School Committee met in Open Session at Gorton Jr. High School on Thursday, 
April 30, 2009 for the purpose of public comment regarding school consolidation.  Chairman Friel called 
the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. The meeting went forward at 6:30 p.m. when the stenographer was 
present  
 
COMMITTEE 
Christopher Friel, Chairperson 
Lucille Mota-Costa, Vice Chair 
Bethany Furtado, Clerk 
Paul Cannistra 
Patrick E. Maloney, Jr.  
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Peter P. Horoschak, Superintendent 
Rosemary Healey, Esq., Director of Compliance & Human Resources  
Robert T. Bushell, Director of Elementary Education 
Richard D’Agostino, Director Special Services 
Leonard Flood, Director of Business Affairs 
David E. Small, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
 
The Chair informed the public that there was a “sign up sheet” for those who wished to speak this evening 
at the front of the auditorium.  This will be the first of two public hearings.  Individuals will be called to 
the microphone in the order that they signed up.  The ground rules are you may speak for five minutes.  
He announced that there is a stenographer here to take down everyone’s testimony, and as such to please 
speak slowly and clearly for the stenographic record.  This is not a question and answer hearing, but an 
opportunity for the public to give their testimony and opinions.  He asked that when a speaker is at the 
microphone that they be given the floor and asked that there be no yelling out comments or disruptions.   
 
The following is a summary of comments made by the public for minute purposes.  A full transcript of all 
remarks was recorded by the stenographer and will be given to the Administration. 
 
 Heather Nolan, teacher at Warwick Neck said it is necessary to work together to insure transfer to 
Warwick Neck and all kids will feel comfortable, working together, no matter what decision is made, our 
common interest is for the kids.  Bonnie Doyle, teacher at Warwick Neck, said it is important that the 
children affected by the decision be a unit.  Brian O’Connell, a Warwick Neck parent and architect said 
there were false statements in the press; professional qualified experts said no mold and the decision by 
the committee documented facts.  Joe Lunardelli said there are no bad schools in Warwick, he has a 
daughter in first grade, and he lives in the Warwick Neck area and would be disappointed if she were not 
to attend there. He did not want his 6-year old so close to a Jr. High. Matthew Schulte recently moved to 
the area from another state and said he was perplexed on process going on. There is a lot of finger 
pointing – pitting neighbor against neighbor. He felt the process was a solid process.  He felt that after a 2 
½ month process with volunteers spending hours of their time, the School Committee should look very 
closely at the recommendation of those folks.  Jason White, from Warwick Neck, commented on the roof 
replacement, fire code, and mold.  Michele Sahagian said she wished no school would close; her daughter 
(a Veterans honor student) received many tools from the staff at Warwick Neck, and she welcomed 
Greene students.  MaryAnn Waller described what a school website said of Warwick Neck and said it was 
a wonderful school. 



 2

Warwick School Committee Minutes 
Special Meeting of April 30, 2009 
Open Session  
 
 Richard Nathan (Greene) said whichever school closes he had no fears for his children’s 
education.  My issue is the process, the methodology.  He said what he has asked from the beginning is 
for a long term plan – for the future of our school district. How do decisions made now affect decisions 5 
years from now?  He asked how closing a fourth school in a year fit into the long range strategy.  Ann 
Saccaccio – said her son’s teacher was exceptional, and wanted to know how his transition would be 
addressed.  She said she didn’t care about the budget plans, she cared about her son.  Jill Caruso, a teacher 
at John Greene, has 6 children 5 at John Green (4 adopted with special needs).  When you move children 
it hurts children.  Children worry about school closing, hard to plan without a plan, and said she has no ill 
feelings toward teachers at Warwick Neck, but loves John Greene.  Read in the Beacon that the 
Administration Bldg. needs to close.  No reason all those empty rooms could not be housed by 
administration offices.  Mike Boyajian – parent of two students at John Greene – passion, anger, 
frustration, please take all comments and realize how they are delivered.  We are fighting for the same 
causes.  We are fighting for the future of our children – vested interest.  He said he has attended 
redistricting meetings, School Committee meetings, PTO meetings, parent action meetings, and over and 
over again he is waiting for answers.  What exactly are the criteria for closing John Green School – or any 
school federally funded Title I school.  Why are we paying $2.9 return to City to repay prior debts?  The 
decision to close another elementary school what was the amount saved by closing last year?  Sona 
Boyajian – grandmother – was worried about losing literacy education – reading recovery specialist.  She 
commented that should John Greene be closed there would be no access to one on one and small group 
work. Crystal Oliveria has a son, Anthony, who could not read, and because of the reading recovery 
program he is now at 10 points.  If there was no Title 1, my son would not be where he is today.  Truly 
believe you are telling kids they are not important and they don’t count – border line reader – too many 
kids in his classroom.  Cannot afford to pay for a tutor.  Think about it. James Ginolfi – should not close a 
school to balance a budget.  Consider no closure of any elementary school. 
 
 Jeanne Petit – 6th grade Holliman teacher – Rhodes 5th grade last year – heart goes out to you.  
Difficult for all of you.  I want to make sure there is a transition committee and would love to be on that 
committee to help.  Diane Greenwood – parent of two students at John Greene. She said my concerns are 
varied.  There is no long-term plan forthcoming. Rumors high school will be closed next.  8th grade 
population is dropping.  There is a drop off because of Sr. projects – kids are dropping out.  We need to 
deal with our educational system across the board from the superintendent down.  There should be a look 
at taking a pay cut to see if there could be a 1% cut across the board from Superintendent down to 
janitors.  Could we save enough money to not close schools? Jon Lautieri – thank you for forums.  He 
acknowledged hard work of Committee and the hours of work in collecting data.  If a school is going to 
be closed, there needs to be a transition.  There were problems last year and we need to learn from those 
problems.  Go to those people impacted last year.  There does need to be a long term plan.  We teach – we 
look at the parts to get up to the big picture.  We meddle with the parts without knowing the big pictures.  
 
 Joseph Gonsalves - praise parents support your school and your kids’ education.  Parent of two  
children and the reason came to live in Warwick – checked out schools in Warwick.  I heard so many 
praises of Warwick Neck – that’s why I moved.  My daughter 6th grade son 4th grade A&B – “work 
together.”  Agree we should try to cut something other than a school.  Deb Tyree – financial ramification 
to close John Greene justified?  According to your numbers, John Greene in the best condition of all 
schools in this area.  Saving money?  There will be no additional money to repair other schools.  Close 
John Greene not resolve problem.  I hope careful consideration of conditions of school. Class size/impact 
Title I.  Services will be affected by closing schools.  Provide services for the children.  Class size of 25 to 
27 – ridiculous.  Impact of itinerant programs.  Loriann Bose – hear over and over again – no child left  
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behind, why are we closing another school with Title I program?  I am the caretaker of my grandchild – 
and if he was going to John Greene I needed to see what the long term plan was going to be. I thought it 
was safe for the next 3 to 5 years, and decided not to send him to St. Kevin’s.  Now he will have to 
transition again moving to Warwick Neck.  I hope you reconsider closing another Title I school.  Michele 
Santos – parent of handicapped child  (cerebral palsy) – John Greene is a one-level school – forcing her to 
a school that still has a flight of stairs. At Warwick Neck there is only one parking space for handicapped 
– where would I park to drop her off at school.  John Greene allowed me to drive up to the door.  Please 
address these concerns.  Please put this into consideration.  She may not be in a wheelchair, but she is in 
jeopardy to fall on the stairs.  Look at kids with disabilities.  Make that one of your deciding factors.  Judy 
Lang-Chiarella – Lighthouse Estates – do not have child – my specialty in life – Title I – No school 
should close at this point, the deadline was over a month ago.  I hear “for now” “time being” – The 
minute the federal government realizes that this school is closing – Warwick looses that money.  Most 
computers and laptops, we got through Title I money; books, computers, CDs all learning material – title 
I money. I am licensed advocate, special ed teacher, postgraduate degree in education law.  Donna 
Keough-Mello – parent 3rd grader at John Greene and a 6th grader too.  They were educated in Catholic 
schools but I transferred them to John Greene.  Son has social issues and was being tormented and bullied 
and begged to go to John Greene.  I was at peace having my children attend John Greene – please keep 
John Greene open. John Collins a 5th grade student – live up to high standards (my teachers say) – Thank 
you to teachers.  Received best readers award – because of Title I at John Greene.  Tammy  McGill – 
special ed teacher at Warwick Neck – any child in that school is accommodated, principal makes sure all 
students with disabilities are accommodated and safe.   
 
 Kim Brennan - I was not going to say anything tonight – I am a proud Warwick teacher – 
teachers/children/parents all affected by consolidation – both positive and negative impacts.  Affecting 
everyone in this audience and all not able to come. I’d like to know if in the Potowomut, Drum Rock and 
Christopher Rhodes area people chose to move elsewhere.  This is negatively impacting entire city. 
Sharon Hetherman – compelled to speak – while we are voicing our opinions there is a meeting at  
Warwick Vets regarding GBP.  Kayla and Corey Leandri – 2nd grade at Warwick Neck – please don’t 
close our school.  We love our school.  Bonnie Hamilton – did not plan on speaking – address Warwick 
Neck teachers and parents.  Pitted against one another. I hope you understand our concern is for our 
children. They are looking at the numbers and we have to live with it.  Children are losing their best 
friends and are overwhelmed.  I have learned so much the last month how government runs.  Next time 
there is an advisory committee, pick people who do not have a vested interest.  Five out of the seven on 
the advisory board were employed by School Department.  David Monti – teacher at John Greene – From 
people at Cedar Hill I heard about segregation; from parents at Rhodes same thing segregation.  My wife 
is a teacher in East Providence, and she doesn’t have the materials I do, because I get money from Title I.   
Sharon Sock – preschools are very expensive, and the parent education program is very meaningful. 
Lynandrea Mejia, a fifth grade student at Warwick Neck.  I think Warwick Neck is amazing.  The 
teachers are wonderful and the students are friendly. Please reconsider keeping both schools open.  Thank 
you very much and God bless you.  Mark Banno:  there are some really good arguments.  They know 
what is going on in their schools.  Administration has no idea what goes on day in and day out.  Listen to 
what they have to say.  Not just about money – time to overlook that.  Renting trailers to put 
administration in – Parents giving good arguments.  Helen Tayler (councilwoman) council does not have 
any control.  Upset about expenses – expenses outrageous.  Rooms at the Radisson – mileage, champagne 
– don’t need to close schools.  Ed Turner:  2 ½ year old son 5 ½ year old son – commend teachers at John 
Greene – sickened by whole process. Think you are overlooking throwing away $90,000 Title I money.   
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Look at the differences in the maintenance of each school.  We would like to see decision to save money 
We didn’t save money last year and we are going to close another school.  When do we get answers?  
Only person spoke to me was Patrick Maloney.  Open process – us complaining and you pretending to 
listen.   Dr. Horoschak you get $160,000 – what are you willing to give up?  What % of your salary 
willing to give up? Next election we will get new people to represent us.  Joshua Greenwood:  6th grade 
student at John Greene – this does not affect me as much as other people.  I’m concerned about choices.  
Just that you make the right choice. Michele Marrells – two schools feed off each other. Reading your 
body language - arms folded making comments.  Half of the board does not seem to care, why are you 
here?   
 
The meeting ended at 8:50 p.m. and will reconvene May 1, 2009 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. to continue on 
with public comment. 
 
 


