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Minutes of the January 26, 2007 Board Meeting

	The State Housing Appeals Board (“SHAB” or the “Board”) held a

public meeting on January 26, 2007 at Warwick City Hall.  

ATTENDANCE

The following Board members attended the meeting:  Donald

Goodrich (Acting Chair), Charles Maynard, Steve Ostiguy, William

White, and M. Theresa Santos.  Steven M. Richard, legal counsel to

the Board, was also present.  Cynthia Fagan was not present.  Mary

Shekarchi, Esq. was not present because she has recused herself

from the Sedona/Smithfield appeal.

Acting Chairman Goodrich called the meeting to order at 1:41 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS



1.	Docket Update by SHAB’s Legal Counsel

Mr. Richard provided an update on the status of cases at the Supreme

and Superior Courts that relate to the Low and Moderate Income

Housing Act.

Mr. Richard also reported on the SHAB docket and informed the

Board that he and Chairwoman Shekarchi had met with counsel on

the matter of Clarks Falls vs. Hopkinton, SHAB Appeal 2006-02.

2.	Sedona Associates, LLC vs. the Town of Smithfield Zoning Board

of Review

SHAB Appeal No. 2006-1

SHAB addressed the merits of the Town of Smithfield’s Motion to

Dismiss the appeal of Sedona Associates.  The Zoning Board granted

a comprehensive permit to Sedona in September 2006 for 37 units. 

Sedona’s application had proposed 74 units.  Sedona appealed the

local decision to SHAB.

SHAB deliberated the question of whether the Zoning Board’s

decision approving 37 actually constituted a denial of the application.

Counsel’s oral arguments on the Motion to Dismiss the appeal



centered on SHAB’s jurisdiction to hear the appeal.  Counsel’s

arguments addressed the consistency of the Smithfield decision with

the town’s approved affordable housing plan. Mr. Richard noted that

the issue of the consistency of the decision with the affordable

housing plan had not been briefed by the parties. The Board

discussed the benefits of receiving briefs from the parties on the full

record.

Mr. White made a motion to defer the ruling on the Motion to Dismiss

and to instruct the parties to address the jurisdictional issues in their

briefs.  Mr. Ostiguy seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Kane stated his objection to the motion for the record.    

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn passed unanimously and the meeting ended at

2:38 PM.

						Respectfully submitted,

						________________________________

						Donald Goodrich

						Acting Chairman


