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FULL COMMISSION MEETING 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2009, 5:00 PM 

ONE CAPITOL HILL 2ND FLOOR 
PROVIDENCE, RI  02908 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Kristine Campagna, Nancy Carrioulo, Carmen Diaz-Jusino, Carol Gibbons, Joanne 
Hill, Donna Huntley-Newby, Lorraine Hynes, Victoria Johnson, Linda Newton, Sarah Rockett, 
Marilyn Cocozza Trillo, Beverly Turner. 
ABSENT, EXCUSED:  Catherine Graziano, Dawn Huntley, Corinne Calise Russo, Neena 
Savage. 
ABSENT, UNEXCUSED:  Rep. Joanne Giannini, Helene Martin, Rep. Eileen Naughton. 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Linda Newton called the meeting to order at 5:08 PM.  A quorum was present. 
 

Consent Agenda 
Victoria Johnson made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Beverly Turner seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Chair’s Report 
Chair Linda Newton welcomed new Commissioners Kristine Campagna, Carmen Diaz-Jusino and 
Donna Huntley-Newby.  Ms. Campagna is a departmental appointee, replacing Carrie Bridges 
from the Department of Health.  Ms. Diaz-Jusino is a gubernatorial appointee from the Center for 
Women and Enterprise, and Donna Huntley-Newby is a gubernatorial appointee from Rhode 
Island College School of Nursing. 
 
Ms. Newton announced that elections for RICW officers will be held in November.  She will be 
appointing a Nominating Committee.  Please inform her if you wish to be on the Nominating 
Committee or if you wish to run for a particular office. 
 
Ms. Newton reminded the Commissioners that the 2009 Women of the Year Event will be held on 
October 8th.  This is the RICW’s prime fundraising event for the year and she would like every 
Commissioner to show support for the event and the RICW by attending and bringing guests.   
 
Ms. Newton congratulated Commissioner Nancy Carrioulo on receiving a CLADEA award for 
her work in Education. 
 
Ms. Newton congratulated Director Shanna Wells for her recognition as a YWCA Northern 
Rhode Island 2009 Woman of Achievement Award for work empowering women.  The Women 
of Achievement Award event will be held on Wednesday, September 30th, at Kirkbrae Country 
Club in Lincoln. 
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Director’s Report 
See attached. 
 

The RICW Project Report 
Chair Linda Newton reported that the RICW Project is working on getting up to speed on the yearly schedule of 
events held by the RICW.  Then they will have a better ability to strategize fundraising efforts.  Marilyn Cocozza 
Trillo has offered to find a professional fundraiser to meet with them.   
 

Outreach/Women of the Year Report 
Outreach Chair Marilyn Cocozza Trillo met with The RICW Project just prior to this meeting, regarding 
sponsorships and increasing the attendance at this year’s Women of the Year (WOY) event.  Ms. Trillo hopes to 
have 225 attendees this year. 
 

Term Expirations 
The Commissioners voted on which state department to request representation.  The voting was as follows: 
 

Human Services – 4 
Elementary and Secondary Education – 3 
Environmental Management – 2 
Labor and Training – 2 
Transportation – 1 

 
Director Wells will solicit representation from the Department of Human Services. 
 

Adjournment 
Marilyn Cocozza Trillo made a motion to adjourn.  Joanne Hill seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned 6:13 PM. 
 
NOTE:  There is no Commission meeting in October, in lieu of the Women of the Year Event.  PLEASE 
ATTEND THE EVENT. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  November 9, 2009, 5:00 PM, One capitol Hill, 2nd Floor, Conference Room B. 
 
 
Minutes approved on November 9, 2009. 
 
Beverly Turner, Secretary 
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FULL COMMISSION MEETING 
Monday, September 14, 2009, 5:00 PM 

One Capitol Hill, 2nd Floor 
Conference Room B 

Providence, RI  02908 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Website:  There were 685 hits on the website in August, up 25 hits from the previous month. 
 
Women’s Policy Institute at the Women’s Fund:  The policy institute fellows decide to tackle 
two issues:  Charter Schools and micro-lending for women.  I will be the lead on the micro-
lending.  At our next meeting, we will begin planning strategies. 
 
Annual Budget:  The annual budget process has begun.  It is starting very late this year.  The 
budget is due on October 1st.  We’ve been give a budget target, but are also being asked to come 
in under the target.  My greatest concern is that we will have to reduce our operating budget to 
the point where we have to reduce programmatic work.  One way we could consider reducing 
expenses is to remove the $2000 line item for grants and awards, from which we make our 
annual donation to the Goldman Fund.  Now that The RICW Project is operational, they would 
oversee that donation. 
 


