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Full Commission Meeting 
Monday, May 12, 2008, 5:00 PM 

One Capitol Hill, 2nd Floor, 
Conference Room C 

Providence, RI  02908 
  

MINUTES 
  

Present:  Denise Barge, Catherine Graziano, Joanne Hill, Victoria Johnson, Carol Malysz, Helene 
Martin, Linda Newton, Sarah Rockett, Corinne Calise Russo, Marilyn Cocozza Trillo, Beverly 
Turner, Camille Vollaro. 
Absent, excused:  Carrie Bridges, Nancy Carriuolo, Carol Gibbons, Dawn Huntley, Lela Morgan. 
Absent, un-excused:  Joanne Giannini, Jacqueline Laguerre, Carol Mumford, Eileen Naughton. 
 
 

Call to Order 
First Vice Chair Corinne Calise Russo called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.  Quorum was pre-
sent. 
 

Consent Agenda 
Catherine Graziano made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Joanne Hill seconded the mo-
tion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Chair’s Report 
None. 
 

Director’s Report 
See attached written report.  Director Shanna Wells distributed information regarding a Maine 
Women’s Policy Center event called Girl’s Day.  Girl’s Day is an annual event in which girls 
from all over the state are brought to the state house and taught about the legislative process and 
the important role women play is shaping public policy.  Girls worked with lobbyists, journalists 
women legislators and met with the governor. 
 
Director Wells asked the Commissioners if this is an event that the RICW might like to replicate.  
Commissioners asked Shanna to gather more information about the Maine event and develop a 
plan for hosting a Girl’s Day here in Rhode Island.  Catherine Graziano stated a legislative day 
for school children is held annually at the state house in February or March, and Shanna should 
investigate that as well. 
 

Committee Reports 
Outreach/Women of the Year:  Eight nominations were received this year, down from thirteen last 
year and seventeen the year before.  Group discussed possible reasons for the decline.  After dis-
cussion about a suggestion by the Outreach Committee, Sarah Rockett made a motion that the 
Outreach Committee submit non-selected nominations for a second year, pending approval by the 
nominator.  Camille Vollaro seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Catherine 
Graziano made a motion for the Full Commission to accept the Outreach Committee’s recommen-
dation of the number of honorees selected.  Sarah Rockett seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 



Friends of the RICW 501 (C)3 Committee:  The information approved at the April 14. 2008 Full Commission meeting was sent off 
to the pro bono attorney, who sent back comments and suggestions for amendments.  The Friends Committee will meet again to edit 
the information originally submitted. 
 

Old Business 
Catherine Graziano discussed the on-going state fiscal crisis.  A rally of seniors will be held at the state house on May 15th regarding 
the proposed reform plan for redesigning Medicaid.  According to the RI Department of Human Services: 
 
Rhode Island’s long-term care system is heavily based on nursing home care, residential care and high-end services.  Through this 
change initiative, the State of Rhode Island proposes a series of specific initiatives designed to rebalance the system in favor of com-
munity-based care by diverting prospective admissions and developing alternatives.  The Goal is to have a 50/50 split in the number 
of people being served between residential highend placements and the community by 2013. There are about 40 states that already 
have achieved this or are close to a 50/50 split.  
 

New Business 
Commissioner and Director of the Center for Women & Enterprise (CWE), Carol Malysz, reported that, according to the Governor’s 
proposed budget, CWE’s state appropriation has been cut by approximately $30,000.  This cut, along with the $57,000 cut that CWE 
took last year, adds up to a 75% cut for CWE in less than 18 months.  CWE needs at least $50,000 this year to meet their federal 
match of $100,000 or they are in danger of losing the ability to provide their business-generating programs and services.  Carol re-
quested that the RICW propose a continuing resolution to restore the $30,000 to the budget.  Catherine Graziano made a motion to 
support CWE’s request.  Victoria Johnson seconded the motion.  Discussion followed and Commissioners asked many questions of 
Carol for clarification.  The motion was put to the vote.  Ayes:  Catherine Graziano, Denise Barge, Victoria Johnson, Carol Malysz.  
Nays:  Marilyn Cocozza Trillo, Sarah Rockett, Helene Martin, Camille Vollaro, Linda Newton.  Abstentions:  Joanne Hill, Corinne 
Calise Russo, Beverly Turner.  Motion was defeated. 
 

Announcement 
The Silver Haired Legislators Annual Meeting will be held on June 16th at noon, at the West Valley Inn in West Warwick.  Gary 
Sasse will be the keynote speaker.  Anyone may attend the event. The cost of the event is $10 and includes lunch. 
 

Adjournment 
Catherine Graziano made a motion to adjourn.  Marilyn Cocozza Trillo seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:27 PM. 
 
Next Meeting:  June 9, 2008, 5:00 PM,  One Capitol Hill, Second Floor, Conference Room C, Providence, RI. 
 
 
Minutes Approved on August 18, 2008. 
 
 
Beverly Turner, Secretary 


