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FULL COMMISSION MEETING 
Monday, April 14, 2008, 5:00 PM 

Conference Room C 
One Capitol Hill, 2nd Floor 

Providence, RI  02908 
 

MINUTES 
 
Present:  Denise Barge, Carrie Bridges, Carol Gibbons,, Joanne Hill, Dawn L. Huntly, Victoria 
Johnson, Carol Malysz, Helene Martin, Linda Newton, Sarah Rockett, Corinne Calise Russo, 
Beverly Turner. 
Absent, Excused:  Nancy Carriuolo, Catherine Graziano, Marilyn Cocozza Trillo, Camille Vol-
laro. 
Absent, Unexcused:  Rep. Joanne Giannini, Jacqueline Laguerre, Lela Morgan, Rep. Carol 
Mumford, Rep. Eileen Naughton. 
 
 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:06 PM. 
 

Consent Agenda 
Joanne Hill made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Victoria Johnson seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Chair’s Report 
Chair Linda Newton congratulated Carol Gibbons and Shanna Wells on a job well done planning 
and implementing the Girls Non-Traditional Trades Forum.  She thanked all the program part-
ners: 
• Community College of Rhode Island 
• National Association of Women in Construction 
• Big Sisters of Rhode Island 
• YWCA of Northern Rhode Island 
• U.S. Department of Labor Women’s Bureau 
• Carpenters Local 94 
• International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 99 
• Bricklayers Local 1 
• RI Department of Health Lead Abatement Program 
• RI Tradeswomen 
 

Director’s Report 
Written report attached. 
 
Director Shanna Wells reported on her efforts to  facilitate the re-structuring of the Rhode Island 
Coalition Against Human Trafficking (RICAHT).  
The group met on March 19th and April 2nd.  Attendance was very poor at both meetings..  At 
the April 2nd meeting, Dr. Donna Hughes presented information on Federal Bill HR 3887—
Wilberforce Victims of Human Trafficking Reauthorization Bill of 2007.  Dr. Hughes also  in-
formed the group that Attorney General Patrick Lynch is now the president of the National.  
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Association of Attorney Generals (NAAG) which has come out against HR 3887.  Shanna expressed  concern about the lack of inter-
est in maintaining the coalition and ask for direction with respect to the Wilberforce legislation and her efforts to support  RICAHT.   
 
Commissioners agreed by consensus that the RICW will not take additional steps at this time to organize RICAHT.  A letter from the 
RICW will be sent to Attorney General Lynch asking why he does not support the Wilberforce bill. 
 
 

Executive Session 
None at this time.  Chair Linda Newton reminded the group that Director Wells’ evaluation will occur soon, and will be done in Ex-
ecutive Session. 
 

Committee Reports 
 
Education Committee: 
Non-Traditional Trades Research Project:  Chair Sarah Rockett informed the Commissioners that she would like to get a final report 

from URI CCE before the end of the fiscal year. 
Goldman Award:  Sarah announced that Commissioner Victoria Johnson will take over as Chair of the Goldman Education Award.  

Deadline for applications is June 12, 2008.  All applications are to be sent to the Rhode Island Foundation.  The selection com-
mittee will meet either the end of June or early July to select this year’s recipients. 

Girls Non-Traditional Trades Forum:  Carol Gibbons stated that the event was a success.  Chair Linda Newton thanked all the Com-
missioners who attended the event (Denise Barge, Dawn Huntley, Victoria Johnson, and Beverly Turner), and thanked Carol and 
Shanna for all their hard work.  The results of the event exit evaluations were distributed and reviewed.  The evaluations showed 
that 80% of program attendees had never previously considered a job in the construction trades and 70% said that, after this 
event, they would now consider it. 

 
Outreach Committee: 
Women of the Year Event:  Denise Barge and Shanna Wells reported that Nomination Forms have gone out and the media has been 

alerted.  The deadline for nominations is May 2nd.  The venue is confirmed, deposit is in process. 
 
Friends of RICW: 
The Bylaws for the 501(c)(3) were reviewed and edits were made.  Approved as edited.  Shanna was instructed to pass on the 
amended by-laws to the pro bono attorney, requesting that paperwork be submitted as soon as possible, so when sponsorship materi-
als go out for the Women of the Year event, they can be collected under the Friends of the RICW. 
 

Old Business 
A fourth draft of the letter to the Governor was reviewed.  Two grammatical errors were corrected.  Victoria Johnson made a motion 
to accept the amended letter and to send it to the Governor as soon as possible.  Denise Barge seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

Announcements 
Joanne Hill announced that the Department of Corrections (DOC) is reaching out to women in their recruiting of new correctional 
officers.  A new class for trainees will begin in October.  A link will be added to the RICW website with more information about the 
application process. 
 
Carrie Bridges announced that the Department of Health (DOH) Office of Women’s Health is hosting a Women’s Health Conference 
in Spanish on May 1st at the Airport Radisson.  The event is from 5-9 PM, free and open to the public. 
 
DOH is looking at all their programs and how those programs are serving women. 
 
Carrie recently attended a conference sponsored by Women in Government which focused on Women’s Health and Vulnerable 
Populations.  Workshops were held on Mental health, Osteoporosis, Access to Care, Disparities and Support to Legislators.  Carrie 
stated that she has attended this conference two years in a row and there was no RI legislative representation at these events.  Discus-
sion ensued regarding encouraging legislators to attend.  Carrie said she received a scholarship to attend, but was not sure whether 
legislators have to pay their own way.  Consensus was that Representative and RICW Commissioner Eileen Naughton, who is on the 
Legislative Commission on Women’s Health, should be asked if she is aware of this conference and if there are any barriers to her 
attending the event next year. 
 
Carrie stated that the Office of Women’s Health will be offering RFP’s to bring in consultants to train DOH staff on a Women Cen-
tered Approach to Work.  Carrie asked for recommendations of individuals who might be appropriate to apply for the RFP. 
 
Carol Gibbons made a motion to adjourn.  Beverly Turner seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting Adjourned at 
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Adjournment 
Carol Gibbons made a motion to adjourn.  Beverly Turner seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting Adjourned at 
6:20 PM. 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, May 12, 2008, One Capitol Hill, 2nd Floor, Conference Room C, Providence, RI. 
 
 
Minutes approved on May 12, 2008.. 
 
 
Beverly Turner, Secretary 
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Director’s Report 
Full Commission Meeting 

Monday, April 14, 5:00 PM 
One Capitol Hill, 2nd Floor, Conference Room C, 

Providence, RI  02908 
 
 
 
Website:  There were 467 hits on the RICW website in March 2008, down from 721 in February 
2008. 
 
RI Coalition Against Human Trafficking (RICAHT):   The Coalition met on March 19th and 
on April 2nd.  Turn out for these meetings has been very low.  I emailed the entire list, asking 
them to complete a meeting time survey to insure meetings are held at times that the majority can 
attend.  Few completed the surveys.   
 
On April 2nd, Dr. Donna Hughes, who is a local expert of Human Trafficking, gave a presenta-
tion on Federal Bill H.R. 3887, also known as the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2007.  This bill has passed the House and is currently in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee.  Senator Whitehouse is on the Senate Judiciary Committee.  The RICW 
sent him a letter last December, asking for his support.  Please see the attached handout for more 
information on why supporting this bill is so important.  Attorney General Patrick Lynch, who is 
currently the President of the National Association of Attorneys General (NAAG) signed a letter 
on NAAG’s behalf opposing Wilberforce.  The Coalition Against Human Trafficking is sending a 
letter to him, asking for an explanation of his position. 
 
Intern:  Anna Burnham, a sophomore in Women’s Studies at URI will work at RICW as a stu-
dent intern this summer.  My hope is she will work on a research project at the Women’s Correc-
tional Facility, gathering Human Trafficking data.  Dr. Donna Hughes will assist with student 
supervision, as well as with the data collection tool.  I am currently working on the application to 
the prison Planning and Research department. 
 
“Interrupted Life” Conference:  On April 10th I attended a conference regarding the children of 
incarcerated parents called “Interrupted Life: A Conversation About the Children of Incarcerated 
Parents.  While men represent 90-95% of the prison population, women are being incarcerated at 
higher rates than men.  When a mother is incarcerated, chances are greater that the father is or has 
been incarcerated.  To date, no definitive studies have shown that maternal incarceration is more 
detrimental than paternal incarceration. 
 
Request for Undocumented Immigration Impact on RICW:  A request was made to RICW 
from the Senate Fiscal Office, seeking data on the impact that undocumented immigrants may 
have on our department.  Attached please see the request and the RICW response. 
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