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FULL COMMISSION MEETING 
Monday, February 11, 2008, 5:00 PM 

One Capitol Hill, 2nd Floor, Conference Room C 
Providence, RI  02908 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present:  Denise Barge, Carrie Bridges, Carol Gibbons, Catherine Graziano, Victoria Johnson, 
Helene Martin, Carol Mumford, Linda Newton, Sarah Rockett, Corinne Calise Russo, Marilyn 
Cocozza Trillo, Beverly Turner. 
 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:07 PM. 
 

Consent Agenda 
Catherine Graziano made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Sarah Rockett seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Chair’s Report 
None. 
 

Director’s Report 
 
Website:  There were 368 hits on the RICW website in November 2007, 710 hits in  December 
2007, 234 in January 2008. 
 
RI Coalition Against Human Trafficking (RICAHT):  Human Trafficking legislation passed in 
RI last session.  The RICAHT’s leadership was primarily made up of college students who are 
graduating and moving away.  The RICAHT is restructuring, and asked if any one wants to step 
up and re-organize the group.  Chair Linda Newton approved me contacting the Coalition and 
offering group facilitation services to assist in the re-org.  This offer has been accepted, and we 
are currently in the process of planning next steps.  The Commissioners recommended creating a 
list of organizations to invite to join the Coalition.  Director Wells was asked to draft a letter of 
invitation. 
 
Wi$eUp:  Wi$e Up is a financial planning course designed for Generation X women.  The 
course, distributed and maintained by the U.S. Department of Labor Women’s Bureau (DOL/WB) 
is available on line or through classroom instruction. 
 
I agreed to teach two Wi$e Up sessions to incarcerated women at the ACI.  In exchange, DOL/
WB is paying RICW $1,500, to be used to offset costs of the Girls Non-Traditional Trades Fo-
rum.  The first session was held on January 29th, and the next session will be held on February 
12th. 
 
Civil Rights Roundtable MLK Event:  I was a member on the planning committee for the Civil 
Rights Roundtable’s Martin Luther King Jr. Legislative Event.  The event was held on January 
15, at the Providence Black Repertory Theatre.  One hundred fifty people attended. 
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Girls Non-Traditional Trades Forum:  The predominant amount of my work time over the last few months has been spent work-
ing on this event. 
 

Executive Session 
No Executive Session was held. 
 

Education Committee Report 
Girls Non-Traditional Trades Forum:  The event planning is coming along well.  Donations have been received for hardhats, goggles 
and gloves.  Media information will go out next week.  Commissioners were asked to volunteer to assist at the event on Saturday, 
March 15th. 
 
URI Research Project:  The first phase of the Research Project on Non-Traditional Trades is complete.  Funding is needed for the 
second phase.  We’ve hit a dead end, with requests for donations.  Marcia Feld, Lead Researcher, suggested URI CCE might have 
funds available.  But no additional information is available at this time.  Commissioners suggested requesting funds from such or-
ganizations as:  Gem Heating and Plumbing; Plumbers Local, IBEW, Institute for Labor Studies.  
 

Old Business 
Nomination and Election of Secretary:  The Nominating Committee recommended Beverly Turner for the position of Secretary.  
Beverly accepted the nomination.  Chair Linda Newton called for nominations from the floor.  No nominations from the floor were 
received.  All those in favor of Beverly Turner for Secretary were asked to respond by saying “Aye.”  Beverly Turner was unani-
mously approved for Secretary. 
 
Legislative Committee Chair Appointment:  Linda Newton appointed Catherine Graziano as Chair of the Legislative Committee.  
Volunteers for this committee were requested. 
 
Friends of the RICW (FRICW)/501(C) (3):  Chair Linda Newton discussed the structuring of the 501(C) (3).  In order for the Pro 
Bono Attorney to write the application, certain questions have to be answered first.  Through the group discussion it was suggested 
the Mission of the FRICW should be: 
 

To support the mission of the Rhode Island Commission on Women by fundraising to support its projects. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding modifying the RICW By-Laws for FRICW.  One consideration of  major importance is the structure of 
the FRICW Board:  should it include public appointees, or do we want to veer from the current structure?  Should the Board of 
FRICW include a mix of public appointees and recruits who have extensive fund raising knowledge? 
 
The Commissioners were asked to send suggestions to Shanna.  A committee was formed to develop recommendations for presenta-
tion to the full Commission.  The committee includes Denise Barge, Joanne Hill and Victoria Johnson. 
 
Letter to the Governor:  The Commissioners discussed whether we should write a letter to the governor regarding comments attrib-
uted to him as reported in a November 20, 2007 Providence Journal article.  The comments in question were about women on wel-
fare.  There was considerable discussion around the following points: 
 
 The newspaper does not always report information accurately.  The risk of misquotes is high, and the RICW should not respond 

to information received second hand. 
 The RICW should address any perpetuation of negative stereotypes regarding women. 

The tone of the letter  was too critical of the governor. The  letter should be more positive (i.e. asking the governor how we can assist 
in helping him address an area of great concern). 
 
After discussion, the Commissioners instructed the Director to re-draft the letter, in a more positive vein. 
 

Announcements 
Denise Barge distributed Save the Date cards for the Emerging Women in Business Conference, which will be held on the Rhode 
Island College Campus on June 12, 2008. 
 
Lifespan and Miriam Hospital are sponsoring a Women’s Wellness program on March 21, 2008. 



 
Adjournment 

Catherine Graziano made a motion to adjourn.  Carrie Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM. 
 
 
Minutes approved on March 10, 2008. 
 
Beverly Turner, Secretary 


