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FULL COMMISSION MEETING 

Monday, September 11, 2006, 4:30 PM 
Rhode Island Community Food Bank 

200 Niantic Avenue, Providence, RI  02907 
 

Minutes 

 
Present:  Jane Anthony, Denise Barge, Carrie Bridges, Joyce Dolbec, Carol Gibbons, Joanne Hill, 
Linda Newton, Sarah Rockett, Corinne Calise Russo, Neena Savage, Jan Torres, Marilyn Cocozza 
Trillo, Beverly Turner. 
 
Excused Absent:  Catherine Graziano, Senator Beatrice Lanzi, Helene Martin, Tracy Williams. 
 
Unexcused Absent:  Representative Joanne Giannini, Jacqueline Laguerre, Representative Eileen 
Naughton. 
 

Tour of the Food Bank 

Commissioners Bridges, Dolbec, Gibbons, Hill, Newton, Rockett, Russo, Savage, Torres, Trillo and 
Turner went on a guided tour of the RI Community Food Bank. 
 

Call to Order 

Chair Joyce Dolbec called the meeting to order at 5:05 PM.  Eleven seconds of silence were observed 
to honor those that perished in the events of September 11, 2001. 
 

Consent Agenda 

Director Shanna Wells noted that no monthly financial report was available due to the implementation 
of the new RI-FANS accounting system.  She did present the bi-annual financial statement from the RI 
Foundation (RIF) regarding the status of the Freda H. Goldman Education Award.  Discussion ensued 
regarding gathering more information on how the RIF is computing the amount available for distribu-
tion, how the fund was established, mechanism for increasing the amount distributed, and the possibil-
ity of RIF matching the amount RICW distributes yearly.  Joanne Hill made a motion to accept the 
Consent Agenda.  Corinne Calise Russo seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Chair’s Report 

Chair Joyce Dolbec is pleased that RICW is becoming more visible in the community, as evidenced by 
the amount of press present at the September 7th “Women in Politics” event we co-sponsored at the 
state house.  Jan Torres noted she saw coverage of that event on the television news.  Sarah Rockett 
made a motion to accept the Chair’s report.  Linda Newton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 



Director’s Report 
 

Learning Lab Meeting:  Attended my second Learning Lab meeting on August 31st.  Discussion continued regarding imple-
mentation of data collection tool. 
 
Student Intern:  Beginning on Wednesday, September 13th, Elizabeth “Betsey” Long will begin a full year internship with 
RICW.  Betsey is a Senior at URI, with a double major in Women’s Studies and Political Science.  
 
September 7th Event:  The “60 Days and Counting:  Women in Politics” event, held in collaboration with Leadership Rhode 
Island was a success!  Approximately 80 people attended, including a dozen elected officials and political candidates.  See at-
tached Providence Journal article on the event.  Also see attached handouts I developed for that event. 
 
DELTA Project:  The RI Coalition Against Domestic Violence (RICADV) invited RICW to participate as a member of the Do-
mestic Violence Prevention Enhancements Through Leadership and Alliances Project (DELTA) State Steering Committee.  
Chair Joyce Dolbec asked me to participate on behalf of RICW.  Through a collaborative agreement funded by the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), the RICADV and the DELTA State Steering Committee, (who) will create a report on intimate partner 
violence in our state and develop a strategic prevention plan designed to assist communities throughout RI in preventing intimate 
partner violence before it occurs.  The first meeting will b e held September 29th. 
 
Sunrise Rotary Club:  On August 24th, I conducted a presentation about the RICW to the Sunrise Rotary Club in Providence.  
Approximately 15 people were in attendance. 
 
Women Voters Study Released:  On August 30th, the Women’s Fund released information on the Women Voters Study they 
commissioned.  See attached newspaper article for more details.  This study reiterated the information presented in our most re-
cent Op Ed. 
 
Op-Ed Publication:  The Op-Ed entitled “The F Word” was submitted to all the local papers.  So far it has appeared in the 
Woonsocket Call.  It is slated for publication in the Providence American later this month. 
 
Up-to-Date Appointee List:  Please see attached Commissioner Appointment and Vacancy list. 
 
By-Laws:  Attached please find draft amendments to the By-Laws.  Please review this prior to our next meeting.  Any sugges-
tions for additional amendments should be forwarded to the By-Laws Committee. 
 
Neena Savage made a motion fir RICW to become a member of Women Ending Hunger.  Jane Anthony seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Carrie Bridges made a motion to accept the Director’s report.  Neena Savage seconded the motion.  Motion passed unani-
mously. 
 

Finance Committee 
 

Finance Committee Chair Joanne Hill presented the FY 07 Revised and FY 2008 Budget to the Commissioners for approval.  
Both FY budget requests are above the recommendations by the Budget Office, primarily due to increases in personnel costs.  
Corinne Calise Russo expressed concern that RICW is submitting a budget over the target defined for us by the Budget office, 
and that we will have to defend this budget.  The largest change to the budget, which led to a lengthy discussion, is the elimina-
tion of the $2,000 line item for Grants and Awards.  The rationale for this change is that this line item is a placeholder only.  No 
monies may be spent from taxpayer dollars for grants and awards.  The only time this line item can be used is when a net profit is 
made on the Women of the Year Event (WOY).  However, the $2,000 is listed in our budget request, leading to the perception of 
a greater deficit in the request than is actually there.  Jane Anthony disagreed with the choice to remove this line item, stating its 
removal would take away the mechanism in place for donating the net profits from the WOY event to the Goldman Award.  A 
suggestion was made for the Director to consult with the Budget office to resolve this issue.  Joanne Hill made a motion to ap-
prove the budget as written.  Jan Torres seconded the motion.  Ayes:  Denise Barge, Joyce Dolbec, Joanne Hill, Linda Newton, 
Sarah Rockett, Neena Savage, Jan Torres, Beverly Turner.  Nays:  Jane Anthony, Carrie Bridges, Carol Gibbons, Corinne Calise 
Russo, Marilyn Cocozza Trillo.  Motion passed. 
 



Women of the Year Event Committee 
 

Tickets were sent out for the event, as was sponsorship information.  Linda Newton made a motion that RICW work with the 
Budget office to develop a mechanism for using net proceeds from any fundraising to support a 501 (C) (3) of our choosing.  
Sarah Rockett seconded the motion.  Ayes:  Denise Barge, Carrie Bridges, Joyce Dolbec, Carol Gibbons, Joanne Hill, Linda 
Newton, Sarah Rockett, Corinne Calise Russo, Neena Savage, Marilyn Cocozza Trillo, Beverly Turner.  Nays:  Jane Anthony.  
Abstains:  Jan Torres.  Motion passed. 
 
Jan Torres voiced concerns about the annual dollar amount of the Freda Goldman Education Awards. Currently, despite the 
growing balance of the principal in the Award fund and an increase in sponsorships, the awards are limited to the annual interest 
earned.    She made a motion for RICW to get a copy of the letter of agreement between RICW and RI Foundation, and to re-
examine our relationships and agreements.  Denise Barge seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Nominating Committee Appointments 
 

Linda Newton stated that before the next full Commission meeting, she will appoint a nominating committee to recommend a 
candidate to fill the 1st Vice Chair position.  Linda called for volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee. 
 

Announcements 
 

All the Commissioners thanked out-going Chair Joyce Dolbec, for all her work.  They recognized her as a strong advocate for the 
women of Rhode Island.  Joyce thanked the Commissioners.  She stated she loved being a volunteer, and now that her tenure as a 
commissioner was up, she would return to RICW as a volunteer. 
 
Jane Anthony suggested RICW request the Attorney General’s office visit RICW to present information on Open Meetings Laws 
and “rolling consensus” .  Neena Savage said she would develop a list of specific questions prior to this presentation. 
 
Neena Savage suggested RICW look at it’s by-laws and guidelines, with an eye toward developing clearer mechanisms to assist 
the Director in being more effective in her role. 
 

Adjournment 
 

Linda Newton made a motion to adjourn.  Neena Savage seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting ad-
journed at 7:00 PM. 
 
 
Next Full Commission Meeting:  November 6, 2006, 5:00 PM, One Capitol Hill, Conference Room B, Second Floor. 
 
 
Minutes approved on November 6, 2006. 
 
Jan Torres, Secretary 


