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RHODE ISLAND COMMISSION ON WOMEN 

 
 

Full Commission Meeting 
Monday, August 7, 2006, 5:00 PM 

One Capitol Hill, 2nd Floor, Conference Room B 
Providence, RI  02908 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present:  Jane M. Anthony, Denise Barge, Joyce Dolbec, Rep. Joanne Giannini, Carol Gibbons, 
Catherine Graziano, Joanne Hill, Helene Martin, Rep. Eileen Naughton, Corinne Calise Russo, 
Marilyn Cocozza Trillo, Beverly Turner, Tracy E. Williams. 
Absent, Excused:  Carrie Bridges, Sen. Beatrice Lanzi, Lela Morgan, Linda Newton, Sarah Rockett, 
Jan Torres, Anna Tucker. 
Absent, Unexcused:  Jacqueline Laguerre, Neena Savage. 
Present, Non-Voting:  Shanna Wells 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Joyce Dolbec called the meeting to order at 5:05 PM.  She read a quote by Booker T. 
Washington on the subject of positive thought. 
 

Consent Agenda 
Joanne Hill made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Carol Gibbons seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Chair’s Report 
The Chair’s report was moved to the end of the agenda.  After all other reports and business were 
addressed, the Chair reported that, after nine years as a gubernatorial appointment to the RICW and 
many more years as a volunteer prior to that, she was not re-appointed to the Commission.  She was 
notified of this via a message, which she received from the Governor’s Office on Friday, August 4th at 
5:30 PM, left on her home telephone answering machine.  Her term expired June 30, 2006.  All terms 
being on July 1st.  However, due to imminent high profile events, the Governor’s Office is allowing 
Joyce to stay on as Chair until September 11, 2006.  She stressed that she would acquiesce and move 
on, and encouraged the Commissioners to focus on what is best for the Commission.  To date, the 
RICW office has not been notified of the appointments (three other Commissioners, in addition to the 
Chair, had terms expire on June 30th, 2006, plus one empty gubernatorial slot is still open from when 
Jo Eva Gaines’ term expired on June 30, 2005.)  Due to RICW not yet receiving the appointments, the 
new appointees missed the New Commissioner Orientation held on July 27, 2006.  Discussion ensued 
regarding the transfer of power.  Per the By-Laws, 1st Vice-Chair Linda Newton is the next in line to 
assume the position of Acting Chair until elections can be held to fill the Chair position.  However, 
Ms. Newton is currently on vacation in Alaska, and is unaware of these developments.  She will be 
notified immediately upon her return. 
 
Chair Dolbec asked for volunteers for a Nominating Committee.  She would like the Nominating 
Committee to present a slate at the September 11th meeting, with a special meeting called for elections  
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on September 18th.  The group discussed a point of order regarding whether she or 1st Chair Linda Newton 
should appoint the Nominating Committee.  No resolution was determined and the item was tabled until the 
September meeting. 
 

Director’s Report 
Female Prisoner Re-Entry Gap Analysis Meeting:  This meeting, was the last meeting held by outgoing 
Health Committee Chair, Mary Anne Miller on June 16, 2006.  The purpose was to look at the current 
status of:  access to behavioral and medical care and discharge planning; gaps in the Department of 
Corrections’ ability to provide adequately for re-entry due to systems limitation, and, to strategize options 
to correct these issues.  As a result of this meeting, Director Wells will be attending the “Learning Lab” 
meetings, chaired by Women’s Prison Warden, Carol Dwyer, to help determine additional gaps in services 
and potential places where the RICW could assist. 
 
Learning Lab Meeting:  Attended first Learning Lab meeting on July 13th.  During this meeting Director 
Wells was informed that, nationally, there is no standard for data collection that is gender responsive in 
prisons.  We could possibly bring this issue forward to the regional and national Women’s Commissions. 
 
Summer Intern:  On June 27th Alexandria Bios began her summer internship with RICW.  She is working 
three mornings per week until August 10th.  She is currently assisting with the Records Retention project.  
We are determining which records should be moved into storage and which we should request approval 
from the state archivist to destroy.  Director Wells spoke with both the Auditor General’s office and the 
State Archivist about which records can be destroyed and which have to be audited prior to destruction.  
The good news is only fiscal records after 1997 have to be audited.  We had an audit in 1997, so anything 
that meets the destruction schedule criteria prior to that date may be submitted for destruction. 
 
Emerging Women In Business (EWIB):  On June 27th Director Wells attended the EWIB Wrap-Up 
meeting.  The EWIB was geared toward low-income and minority women.  The event was very successful, 
with over 100 attendees.  In addition to stage-managing the event, Director Wells created an exit 
evaluation, which was translated into Spanish as well.  Forty-seven evaluations were completed.  89.4% 
were completed in English and 10.6% were completed in Spanish.  97.9% of attendees were female, and 
80.4% were non-Caucasian.  
 
Civil Rights Roundtable(CRR):  On June 21st and July 19th Director Wells attended full CRR meetings.  
Issues discussed included the on-going working relationship between the CRR and the Police Chief’s 
Association regarding racial profiling, burgeoning violence in local high schools and the impact on local 
immigrant populations of crack-downs on illegal aliens. 
 
Director Wells hosted a meeting of the Congressional Forum Committee on July 11th.  CRR will host a 
Congressional Candidate Forum with the U.S. Senate Candidates on Wednesday, September 6, 2006, from 
6-8 PM.  Director Wells will be stage-managing this event.  Please inform Director Wells by Friday, 
August 11th, of any Civil Rights questions you would like the candidates to answer. 
 
RI-FANS:  On June 29th and 30th Director Wells attended training on the new State financial and 
accounting system (RI-FANS).  This system went live on July 1st, replacing the now defunct RI-SAIL 
system.  RI-SAIL is still available to retrieve historical accounting data.  Bugs are still being worked out of 
the RI-FANS system. 
 
Office of Women’s Health Advisory Committee  (OWHAC):  Director Wells has participated with 
OWHAC in the development of Women’s Health Priorities for presentation to Dr. Gifford.  The OWHAC 
met with Dr. Gifford to review the priorities on July 27th. 
 
Permanent Legislative Commission on Child Care (PLCCC):  The PLCCC is planning a retreat to 
discuss working more efficiently and effectively as a commission, to determine which key players are 
missing from the membership, and to discuss potential legislative issues for next session.  Director Wells is 
on the committee planning the retreat. 
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“60 Days and Counting” Women’s Political Breakfast:  RICW is partnering with Leadership Rhode 
Island on this event, which will be held on Thursday, September 7th, 8-9:30 AM, State House State Room.  
The purpose of the event is to encourage women to vote and engage in the political process.  RICW Chair 
Joyce Dolbec and Director Wells met with Leadership RI’s Lisa Pelosi on July 12th to determine roles and 
responsibilities for the event. 
 
Women Ending Hunger:  In RI, over 100 women leaders have committed to creating an action plan to 
address hunger in Rhode Island.  Their focus is three-fold:  to increase participation of eligible families in 
the Federal Food Stamp Program and increase access to the RI Food Bank’s network of food assistance 
outlets; provide health and nutrition awareness and home budgeting lessons through televised and print 
media programs, community workshops and outreach opportunities, and; recruit supporters and women 
leaders to help generate resources for the RI Food Bank and grown the Women Ending Hunger 
membership.    A tour of the RI Food Bank has been scheduled for the RICW just prior to our next full 
commission meeting on Monday, September 11th, 4:30 PM, RI Community Food Bank, 200 Niantic 
Avenue, Providence.  Our meeting will be held immediately following at the same location. 
 
Commissioner Appointments:  We are currently awaiting an appointment from the Department of Labor 
and Training (Camille Vollaro’s term has expired).  Corinne Calise Russo re-appointed herself as the 
representative from Department of Elderly Affairs and Carrie Bridges was appointed to replace Mary Anne 
Miller from the Department of Health.  Helene Martin, from the Department of Mental Health, Retardation 
and Hospitals, was appointed to replace Kathleen Spangler. 
 
The Director wrote to and spoke with Representative Elaine Coderre regarding Separation of Powers, 
legislative appointments to the RICW and our chronic quorum issues related to unfilled legislative seats.  
Representative Coderre stated that RICW was determined by legal counsel to be advisory in nature, serving 
no Executive Branch functions, and is therefore not subject to Separation of Powers legislation.  She 
advised RICW to contact the appointing authorities (Senate President Montalbano and Speaker of the 
House Murphy) to request immediate appointments to RICW.  A letter was sent to each of them on July 
18th.  Senator Beatrice Lanzi and Representatives Joanne Giannini and Eileen Naughton have been 
appointed to the Commission.  Senator Hanna Gallo at one point accepted appointment, but called today to 
say she didn’t feel she had adequate time to commit to the Commission.  However, she said to let her know 
what legislative positions we take next session, as she is willing to advocate with and for us.  We are 
awaiting our Republican appointments from both the House and Senate. 
 
New Commissioner Orientation was held on Thursday, July 27th attended by 7 commissioners.  Feedback to 
this first time event was positive.  Because new gubernatorial appointments were still pending, none were 
able to attend the orientation. 
 
House Budget Analyst Meeting:  Our House Budget Analyst, Pamela Blais, asked to meet with Director 
Wells to discuss our upcoming budget.  RICW Chair, Joyce Dolbec and Treasurer Joanne Hill joined us in 
this meeting.  We tried to stress to her the needs of the Commission. 
 
New OP-Ed Piece:  Director Wells was charged by the Outreach Committee to complete another op-ed 
piece.  The goal is to have this published in time for Women’s Equality Day on August 26th.  Denise Barge 
made a motion to accept the Op Ed piece entitled The F Word with typos corrected.  Beverly Turner 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Women in Non-Traditional Trades:  Director Wells was charged by the Education Committee to seek 
data on women in non-traditional trades.  She asked Charles Newton (Minority Business) and Beverly 
Dwyer (former State Diversity officer) for input, and while they gave some resources for general data, there 
is no central repository of this information.  According to Charles Newton, he has been trying for years to 
obtain this data from local trade unions, with no success.  He is willing to partner with the RICW on a 
research project to determine racial/ethnic and gender data and may be able to assist with funding such a 
project.  Jane Anthony and Carol Gibbons suggest further contact with the Connecticut Permanent 
Commission on the Status of Women, who have extensive experience in this area.  Commissioner Tracy 
Williams offered to follow up on this. 
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Event Coordination Form:  Attached please find a new form Chair Joyce Dolbec asked me to create.  
This form should be used whenever a committee is working on an event. 
 
Corinne Calise Russo made a motion to accept the Director’s Report.  Marilyn Cocozza Trillo seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Legislative Committee Report 
Legislative Committee Chairperson Tracy Williams reported that of the six bills supported by the 
Commission, four passed into law.  They are: 

• H. 7383 Sub A:  Amends the affordable housing practices act to include owners who try to leave the 
section 8 program. 

• S. 2972/H. 7399:  Makes the selling and obtaining of telephone records without the subscriber’s 
consent a criminal offenses, and provides for a civil cause of action for violation of this section.  
Exemptions are made for law enforcement and emergency personnel. 

• S. 2419 Sub B/H. 7138 Sub B:  Adds stalking and cyber stalking to the definitions relative to 
domestic violence and domestic abuse. 

• S. 2347 Sub B:  Requires the lottery director to withhold video lottery terminal winnings for the 
payment of child support arrearages. 

• Completed second edition of the Legal Rights Guide for Women and posted it to the RICW website. 
 
House Bill 7189, which would have deleted the Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity exemption from 
the legislative branch, passed in the house but died in the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 
House Bill 6778, which would have named the New Sakonnet Bridge after Anne Hutchinson, passed the 
house while changing the name of the bridge to the Hutchinson-Gray Bridge.  The Senate let the bill die, 
and bill sponsor, representative Amy Rice will resubmit the bill again next year, seeking again to have it 
named exclusively for Anne Hutchinson. 
 
Representative Joanne Giannini made a motion to accept the Legislative Committee Report.  Corinne 
Calise Russo seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Education Award Advisory Committee Report 
Chair Sarah Rockett was not in attendance, but prior to this meeting asked Director Wells to report for her.  
The Committee met on June 26th and selected the recipients for the 2006 Freda Goldman Education Award.  
The recipients are: 

 
Maria M. Ortiz 
Cranston, RI 
Attending CCRI, majoring in Business Administration 
 
Lynn M. Prentiss 
Providence, RI 
Attending URI, majoring in Secondary Education/Math 
 
Victoria Turon 
Jamestown, RI 
Attending CCRI, majoring in Radiography 

 
Each recipient will receive two checks in the amount of $300 each.  One to be distributed in August and 
one to be hand delivered during a recognition event at the state house in January.  It had previously been 
suggested that these recipients attend the Women of the Year (WOY) event in lieu of an Education Awards 
event.  Now that is has been determined to hold an education award event, Chair Sarah Rockett does not 
feel it necessary to recognize the Education Award recipients at the WOY event.  Tracy Williams made a 
motion to accept the Education Awards Advisory Committee report.  Carol Gibbons seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
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Women of the Year Selection Committee 

In the absence of Committee Chair Linda Newton, Director Wells announced that the WOY Selection 
Committee met on June 19th, and selected the following recipients: 
 

Lt. Linda Bailey, the first woman to make it through the State Police training and to become and 
officer. 
 
Dr. Kimberly Cipolla, a naval engineer with the U.S. Navy. 
 
Kathy Jellison, strong social service advocate in the community. 
 

All three honorees spend numerous hours mentoring other girls and women.  Jane M. Anthony made a 
motion to accept the Women of the Year Selection Committee report.  Corinne Calise Russo asked if letters 
of thanks would be sent to the also-rans.  The WOY Committee chose not to do so this year.  Ms. Russo felt 
strongly this should be done, and Director Wells said she would pass those concerns on to the WOY 
Committee.  Marilyn Cocozza Trillo seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Strategic Action Planning 
The Commissioners reviewed the Strategic Action Plan.  A few insertions and edits were made.  Joanne 
Hill made a motion to accept the content of the Strategic Plan as edited, to post the plan on the RICW 
website, and to include it in the annual report.  Representative Joanne Giannini seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Announcements 
Representative Eileen Naughton announced that on February 1, 2007, the “Leading Ladies” heart health 
education program will be held at the state house. 
 

Adjournment 
Joanne Hill made a motion to adjourn.  Tracy Williams seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING (Please note time and location change): 
Monday, September 11, 2006, 4:30 PM 
RI Community Food Bank 
200 Niantic Avenue 
Providence, RI 
 
Minutes Approved on ___________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Jan Torres, Secretary 


