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Rhode Island Commission on Women 

Outreach/Woman of the Year Committee Meeting  
April 21, 2006, Noon-2:00 PM 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Rhode Island 
444 Westminster Street, Providence, RI  02903 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present: Joanne Hill, Kim Keough Linda Newton, Camille Vollaro. 
Absent, excused:  Joyce Dolbec, Marilyn Cocozza Trillo. 
Present, non-voting:  Shanna Wells. 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Linda Newton called the meeting to order at 12:10 PM. 
 

Education Committee Recommendations 
The Education Committee voted unanimously to have recipients of the Goldman Edu-
cational Award attend the WOY event for free in lieu of a separate event.  Two free 
tickets would be given to each recipient, along with having their bios on the tables with 
donation envelopes.  The Outreach Committee did not agree that this was the best way 
to handle the situation.  They feel it detracts from the WOY event as recognition of the 
WOY.  They also believe we cannot afford so many free tickets.  Other options to con-
sider: 

 
• A separate event, even poorly attended, is still a second touch point in 

the community. 
• Recipient names could be listed in the WOY program 
• Education Committee should meet with the RI Foundation to see about 

changing the education award application and distribution dates. 
 

Finalize Woman of the Year Event Forms 
Application:  Approximately 330 mail and 200 email applications were sent out on 

April18th.  The application is also posted to the RICW website. 
 
Press Release:  Kim Keough will review the draft press release and get it back to Shanna 

Wells ASAP.  Chair Linda Newton told Shanna to immediately distribute it to print 
outlets upon receipt. 

Scoring Sheet:  Committee made some edits to the form for clarification. 
 
Sponsor Solicitation Letter:  Tabled until recipients selected, as this may change the 

character of the letter. 
 

Review Timeline 
See attached timeline.  No changes were made. 
 



Venue 
The Crowne Plaza Atrium was secured for the event. 
 

Mistress of Ceremonies 
Karen Adams was confirmed as the host of the event, but she was only available On Tuesday, October 3rd.  The event 

date was re-scheduled to October 3rd. 
 

Selection Committee 
Committee brainstormed who should be included from the community on the selection committee.  Linda Newton 

will contact Laurie White, Providence Chamber of Commerce and Carol Golden, Women’s Fund.  Kim Keough 
will contact Jen Bramley.  Shanna Wells will contact Carol Malyz, Center for Women and Enterprise.  The Selec-
tion Committee will meet on June 19th, 4-7 PM at BCBS.  A total of seven members will be on the committee. 

 
Promotion Plan 

Kim Keough will contact Channels 6, 10 and 12, to get information out on their morning shows.  Kim will also con-
tact Helen Glover of WHJJ radio.  Shanna will contact Jim Vincent, George Castro, Deb Ruggiero and Donna Mac 
to see if they will promote the call for nominations and the event on their radio programs.  Shanna will contact Peter 
Wells of the Providence American to see if he will interview past recipient Ceryl Watkins Snead and advertise the 
call for nominations. 

 
Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 1:18 PM. 
 
Next Meeting:  Friday, May 12, 2006, 12- 2:00 PM, Blue Cross Blue Shield of RI, 444 Westminster Street, 

Providence, RI, 02903. 
 
 
Minutes approved on May 12, 2006 
 
Linda H. Newton, Chair, Outreach Committee 


