
BURRILLVILLE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
Meeting Place: Jesse M. Smith Library, Community Room 
Meeting Date:  June 24, 2014 
Meeting Time: 7:00 PM 
 
Members Present: 

James Langlois, Chairman  David Fontaine 
Edward Bonczek Renay McLeish, Alternate Member 
Mark Thompson, Alternate Member Royal Laurent 
Jeffrey J. Barr, Vice Chairman   

 
Members Absent: 

   
 
Staff/Consultants Present: 

Michael C. Wood, Secretary Scott A. Gibbs, NEEDS, Inc. 
Tom Kravitz, Town Planner  

 
Others: 

  
 
Call To Order Of Regular Meeting: 
Langlois called the Meeting to order at 7:06.  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Approval of minutes of the April 22, 2014 Regular Meeting, and to dispense with the 
reading of said minutes. 
David Fontaine made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 22, 2014 regular 
meeting.  Royal Laurent seconded the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous.  
 
Approval of minutes of the May 27, 2014 Regular Meeting, and to dispense with the 
reading of said minutes. 
Royal Laurent made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 27, 2014 regular 
meeting.  Jeffrey Barr seconded the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous.  
 
Invoices: 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the invoice from New England 
Economic Development Services, Inc. dated June 19, 2014 for economic 
development advisory services for the period of July 2013 through June 2014. 
Jeffrey Barr made a motion to approve the invoice from New England Economic 
Development Services, Inc. dated June 19, 2014 in the amount of $2,737.50.  Royal 
Laurent seconded the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous with David 
Fontaine recusing himself from the discussion and vote.    



 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the invoice from Timothy F. Kane 
dated June 20, 2014 for legal services for the period of April 17, 2013 through June 
20, 2014. 
Jeffrey Barr made a motion to approve the invoice from Timothy F. Kane dated June 
20, 2014 in the amount of $690.00.  David Fontaine seconded the motion and the 
vote in favor was unanimous.  
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the invoice from Airhart Electric 
dated June 24, 2014. 
Jeffrey Barr made a motion to approve the invoice from Airhart Electric dated June 
24, 2014 in the amount of $605.50.  David Fontaine seconded the motion and the 
vote in favor was unanimous.   
 
Citizens Comment: 
None 
 
Consultants Staff Report: 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Financial Report including 
Budgets and Audits. 
James Langlois made a motion to receive and file the Financial Report dated June 13, 
2014.  Jeffrey Barr seconded the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous.  
 
July 1, 2014 Operating Budget - Renay McLeish requested clarification regarding 
budget items pertaining to rental income and expenses relating to the Clock Tower 
building. Jeffrey Barr made a motion to approve the July 1, 2014 Operating Budget.  
Royal Laurent seconded the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous.  The 
approved Operating Budget is attached. 
 
Old Business To Be Discussed And Acted Upon: 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Stillwater Mill Redevelopment 
District 
 
Neighborworks Project – Tom Kravitz indicated that his office is working with 
Neighborworks to ensure the requirements of the RIDEM permit are followed.  
Wood stated that the DPW still has plans in the current year to do the Phase I 
improvements. 
 
Summer Concert – Langlois stated that they had a late jump on this issue and 
consequently most of the bands that could draw a crowd have already been booked.  
Langlois indicated that they are looking towards the Fall of this year for a potential 
event.  Langlois explained that the bands are concerned about the number of people 
that would be attending, indicating that there should be additional attractions to 
draw people.  Langlois stated that he still isn’t discounting the possibility of a 
summer event; however, it will be difficult to organize. 



 
Family Fair Report – There was a consensus among several Members that the 
event was busy and went very well.   
 
Wood referenced the Farmers Market and efforts to get the municipal bus to 
provide transportation support.  Wood inquired about interest in pursuing this 
option.  Wood explained that it is important that the bus service be flexible, which 
was not the case with RIPTA last year.  Laurent asked whether the municipal bus 
would be a cost item and part of the BRA budget?  Wood indicated it would. There 
was a consensus for Wood to further explore and price the option and report back 
to the BRA. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Clock Tower Project 
Nothing to report. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Downtown Pascoag 
Redevelopment District 
 
Neighborworks Project – Wood stated that the Town and NeighborWorks have 
filed for a CDBG grant this week for financial support of the proposed project.   
 
Wood indicated that a decision on the Rhode Island Housing funding application by 
NeighborWorks is expected in August/September. 
 
Gonyea Park Project – Wood referenced a meeting this week to begin coordination 
for execution of the remediation plan pursuant to the RIDEM permit. Wood stated 
that the remediation process is similar to the Neighborworks park/playground 
project at Stillwater.  Wood stated that the 50% matching requirement for the grant 
will be provided primarily by the Town’s DPW and limited contracted services.  
 
Pascoag Natural Gas Expansion Project – Wood informed Agency members that 
he received notification from National Grid that the Pilot Project may not get off the 
ground.  Wood stated that National Grid might be redefining what is eligible for 
funding under the project which may impact Pascoag’s eligibility.   
 
New Business To Be Discussed And Acted Upon: 
None 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Roger Williams University Community Partnerships Center project application 
Kravitz provided a summary of the program, which is focused on land use and 
community development issues.  Kravitz explained that the program is student 
based, and is offered at no cost to the Town and the BRA.  Kravitz specifically 
referenced architectural and marketing services.  Kravitz stated that the application 
deadline is in August of this year. David Fontaine made a motion to approve 



submission of the application to Roger Williams University.  Jeffrey Barr seconded 
the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
General Discussion:  
Langlois stated that there should be discussions on formulating a redevelopment 
plan to consider new project areas in Town.  Fontaine referenced the previous list 
and the need to revisit the list for its suitability.  Barr stated that it has been 10 
years since the initial review was conducted and therefore there may be a need to 
reconsider.  Wood stated that the administrative team would meet to further discuss 
and report back.   
 
 
Executive Session: 
Request for Executive Session from Michael C. Wood, Secretary, pursuant to Rhode 
Island Open Meeting Law [42-46-5 (a) (5)] for discussion and considerations related 
to the acquisition, sale or exchange of real property. 

 
 
No items to discuss in Executive Session. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
On a motion by Langlois, seconded by Barr, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02PM.  

 
Minutes approved by: 
 
 
__________________________________                                _________________________________ 
Michael C. Wood, Secretary     Date: 
 
 
    Date filed with Town Clerk:  ________________________ 
 
 


