BURRILLVILLE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
And
BURRILLVILLE TOWN COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Place: Jesse M. Smith Library, Community Room
Meeting Date: March 25, 2014
Meeting Time: 7:00 PM
Members Present:
James Langlois, Chairman Jeffrey J. Barr, Vice Chairman
Edward Bonczek Renay McLeish, Alternate Member

Mark Thompson, Alternate Member
Members Absent:
David Fontaine

Royal Laurent

Burrillville Town Council:

Nancy F. Binns, President John F. Pacheco III
Wallace F. Lees, Vice President David ]. Place
Edward ]. Blanchard Stephen N. Rawson

Staff/Consultants Present:
Michael C. Wood, Secretary Scott A. Gibbs, NEEDS, Inc.
Timothy F. Kane, General Legal Counsel Tom Kravitz, Town Planner

Others:

Call To Order of Joint Meeting:

Town Council President Nancy Binns called to order the joint meeting at 7:00 PM.
Binns called attendance with all Town Council members present except Kimberly
Brissette Brown, and all Burrillville Redevelopment Agency members present
except David Fontaine and Royal Laurent. Binns turned the meeting over to James
Langlois.

Langlois referenced Michael Wood and Tom Kravitz who have prepared a
PowerPoint presentation. Kravitz began the presentation summarizing activities in
the Stillwater Mill Redevelopment District including: (1) Neighborworks park
project, which is being proposed by the developer for the project tenants and
community; (2) Stillwater Gazebo concept for bands, located contiguous to the
Farmers Market Pavilion; and (3) Farmers Market Pavilion. Jeffrey Barr referenced
issues impacting the use of the Gazebo including user fees, which is being addressed
by a BRA subcommittee. Barr expressed disappointment with the lack of use by the



Town residents. Barr indicated that the subcommittee is investigating how best to
market the Pavilion, and referenced prohibition on the use of alcohol as an
impediment to marketing. Barr continued by stating that they are considering the
use of banners advertising that the Pavilion is available for rent. Langlois explained
that a fee structure was developed, modeled after how the Town charges fees for
other facilities such as Spring Lake. Stephen Rawson questioned the
appropriateness of comparing the fee structure for the Pavilion with the Lodge or
Spring Lake given that the Pavilion doesn’t offer hot water and bathroom facilities.
Rawson also referenced the fact that the Pavilion is a wide-open structure, which
makes it difficult to plan events with uncertain weather conditions. Rawson
acknowledged that the lack of alcohol does create a problem, although the option of
creating a playground does create a problem for the use of alcohol. Binns
referenced previous meetings regarding the Arts Festival, the supporters of which
felt that the fee structure was too high. Binns suggested that if it's a community
event, maybe there could be a lower fee structure. Binns also referenced the
importance of reaching outside of the community for users, and that it is a very slow
process. Langlois referenced problems associated with the lack of bathroom
facilities, which the Town of North Kingstown is installing new bathroom facilities
that are ADA accessible. Langlois also indicated the BRA’s openness to negotiating
on the fees, which Binns felt, should be communicated so that more are aware of it.

Mike Wood discussed the Farmers Market, which he referenced as the keystone to
the Pavilion area. Wood stated that they have been in constant contact with the
Farmers Market when the BRA is considering other initiatives such as the proposed
playground. Wood stated that they are trying to build a community in Harrisville,
and that they want continuous feedback from the Town Council.

Kravitz referenced the remaining buildings in the Stillwater Mill Redevelopment
District that are waiting for reinvestment including the UFO property, former gym
building, and garage building. Kravitz referenced the importance of the Rhode
Island Historic Tax Credit program, which can help write down the cost for these
projects. Wood stated that the properties referenced by Kravitz are privately
owned, and probably won’t be redeveloped unless there is a significant and
cooperative initiative by the Town and property owners. Kravitz referenced other
parties he has contacted like Cabelas that offer products and services that
compliment the amenities such as the canoe launch, hockey, etc.

Kravitz shifted the presentation to Pascoag. Wood referenced Gonyea Park, stating
that the project has been stalled due to involvement by DEM. Wood stated that it is
a great project for Pascoag and links up with the river walk. Blanchard inquired
about the displayed plan, which Kravitz clarified. Wood also referenced
Neighborworks Downtown Pascoag affordable housing project and 3 properties
owned by the BRA that will be included in the Neighborworks project. Wood
explained that these properties would be turned over to Neighborworks for
development, with the commercial space turned over to the BRA for ownership,
marketing and management. Wood indicated a June/July timeframe for submission



to Rhode Island Housing. Wood referenced conversations with WellOne about
expansion needs and the potential for their use of some of the new commercial
space to be created. Kravitz showed a plan indicating a proposed new bridge
connecting the Music Hall site with the existing Riverwalk proximate to WellOne.
Kravitz also referenced interpretive signage that could be incorporated into the
Gonyea Park project and along the Riverwalk.

Wood referenced the RIDOT road improvements, which have been put on hold due
to Federal funding. Wood also referenced the National Grid gas line improvements,
including a recently held community meeting. Wood explained that National Grid is
accessing a pilot project that would significantly reduce the user connection fees.
Wood stated that they already have 11 people signed on to the gas connections, and
hopefully the Bradford Court and/or the North Main Street Plaza will sign on as well.

Wood transitioned to the Mobil Station initiative. Tim Kane recalled the history of
the property, which was acquired by Conley’s daughter and that is no longer under
contract with the BRA. Kane summarized discussions with RIDEM, which has
resulted in no resolution with RIDEM regarding future liability. Kane indicated that
pursuing the owner is ineffective, and the BRA is at a dead-end. Wood stated that a
question remains, what will happen on the site due to DEM’s posture? Wood argued
that under the current process, the grounds will remain fallow for the foreseeable
future. Blanchard inquired about whether the Neighborworks project will be paying
taxes on the property. Wood confirmed they would pay taxes.

Kravitz referenced 7 substandard areas previously recognized by the BRA and the
Town Council. Kravitz identified possible areas that could be dropped off the list, as
well as possible additions. Possible additions include: (1) Turex property, which
was previously approved for 47 residential units and restaurant; and (2) Medtech
property that has been demolished with the exception of a small office building.

Kravitz referenced the Redevelopment Projects statute, outlining the process for
designating redevelopment districts. Wood stated that the previous 7 properties
had already gone through the process up to the development of a redevelopment
plan and establishment as a redevelopment district. Kane stated that the summary
presented by Kravitz is accurate with specific clarification regarding what denotes
blighted and substandard. Kane stated that the process is very public. Rawson
inquired about the duration from the previous designation of the substandard areas,
which Kane stated was 12 years ago. Rawson indicated that the Turex Mill should
be designated including the ballpark across the street. Rawson also referenced
previous discussions with Wood regarding the transfer of funds from the 102
Commerce Park project, and stated that they could make the funds available for a
project such as the Turex property. Blanchard referenced the parking problem in
Pascoag. Place inquired about the Medtech property being a redevelopment priority
given its contamination issues and poor access. Kravitz agreed but Kane suggested
that including it as a blighted area may open the property up for future funding, if
monies became available.



Kravitz referenced the Pascoag project and the Park Place as the sole access means
for the houses and proposed parking lot for Neighborworks project. Langlois
suggested possible traffic flow problems based on the existing traffic/road
alignments may need to be addressed.

Wood referenced marketing activities including: (1) business directory; (2) geo-
tourism project that has included handouts for tourism centers, bus tours for
packaged deals that were cancelled by the bus company; (3) a new
VisitBurrillville.org website; (4) bike race, and (5) arts festival. Place inquired about
how comprehensive the website is and whether efforts have been made to ensure
that the site comes up under key word searches.

Blanchard inquired about when the redevelopment ends and when property
management commences. Langlois stated that the BRA has not got to that point yet,
and will have to address this issue in the future.

Call To Order Of Regular Meeting:

Langlois called the Meeting to order at 8:55. Langlois requested that the minutes
note David Fontaine and Royal Laurent have been excused from the meeting and
that Mark Thompson and Renay McLeish will be voting members.

Langlois referenced representatives from the Arts Council, who left the meeting.
Langlois made a motion to authorize the subcommittee to negotiate with the Arts
Council. The motion was seconded by Thompson, and the motion was unanimously
approved.

Approval of Minutes:

Approval of minutes of the February 25, 2014 Regular Meeting, and to dispense with
the reading of said minutes.

Jeff Barr made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2014 Regular
Meeting. Mark Thompson seconded the motion and the vote in favor was
unanimous.

Invoices:
None

Citizens Comment:
None

Consultants Staff Report:

Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Financial Report including
Budgets and Audits.

Langlois made a motion to receive and file. Bonczek seconded the motion and the
vote in favor was unanimous.




0Old Business:

New Business To Be Discussed And Acted Upon:

National Grid Gas Project

Barr made a motion to authorize the Chairman to execute the Letter of Intent for the
Pilot Project (Lot references in handout). McLeish seconded the motion, and the
vote in favor was unanimous. Bonczek asked if National Grid would continue to
expand if additional people are willing to sign on. Wood stated not as it relates to
this particular Pilot project.

Correspondence:
None

General Discussion:
None

Executive Session:
Request for Executive Session from Michael C. Wood, Secretary, pursuant to Rhode
Island Open Meeting Law [42-46-5 (a) (5)] for discussion and considerations related
to the acquisition, sale or exchange of real property.

a) Plat 175/Lot 019 (Mobil Station Property) 24 North Main Street

b) Plat 175/Lot 025 (Apt. House, Pascoag Main) 160 Pascoag Main Street

c) Plat 175/Lot 060 (Apt. House, Pascoag Main) 73-75 Pascoag Main Street

d) Plat 175/Lot 042 (Vacant Building, Substation building) 89-92 Pascoag Main St.

e) Plat 192/Lot 17 (Dunkin Donuts site) 1 South Main Street, Pascoag

Langlois indicated that there were no issues to discuss in Executive Session.

Adjournment:
On a motion by Thompson, seconded by Barr, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10PM.

Minutes approved by:

Michael C. Wood, Secretary Date:

Date filed with Town Clerk:




