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BURRILLVILLE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Meeting Place:  Jesse M. Smith Library, Community Room 
Meeting Date:  October 22, 2013 
Meeting Time:  7:00 PM 
 
Members Present: 

James Langlois, Chairman  Mark Thompson, Alternate Member 
Edward Bonczek  
David Fontaine Renay McLeish, Alternate Member 
Jeffrey J. Barr, Vice Chairman   

 
Members Absent: 

  
 
Staff/Consultants Present: 

Michael C. Wood, Secretary Scott A. Gibbs, NEEDS, Inc. 
Timothy F. Kane, General Legal Counsel Tom Kravitz, Town Planner 

 
Others: 

  
 
Call To Order: 
James Langlois called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Agency to order at 7:00 PM.  Langlois 
requested that the minutes note that Royal Laurent has been excused from the meeting and that Mark 
Thompson will be a voting member for the meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Approval of minutes of the August 27, 2013 Regular Meeting, and to dispense with the reading of said 
minutes. 
David Fontaine made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 24, 2013 Regular Meeting.  Mark 
Thompson seconded the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Invoices: 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the invoice for from East Coast Artisans for artwork relative 
to the bike path. 
Langlois made a motion to approve payment of the invoice from East Coast Artisans in the amount of 
$25.00.  Fontaine seconded the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the invoice for $940.00 from Harrisville Fire District Water 
Department for sprinklers at the Pavilion. 
Fontaine asked for clarification of the invoice.  Langlois explained that the invoice is for water used by the 
irrigation system.  Langlois stated that the invoice is 50% less than last year.  Mark Thompson made a 
motion to approve payment of the invoice in the amount of $370.15.  Jeff Barr seconded the motion and the 
vote in favor was unanimous.  
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the invoice for $1,700.00 from RIPTA for supplemental 
service for the Burrillville Farmer’s Market.  
Edward Bonczek inquired about the experience with this initiative.  Mike Wood responded that ridership was 
very low and that they would have to rethink this option for next year.  David Fontaine made a motion to 
approve the invoice in the amount of $1,700.  Edward Bonczek seconded the motion, and the vote in favor 
was unanimous.  
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Citizens Comment: 
None 
 
Consultants Staff Report: 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Financial Report including Budgets and Audits. 
Fontaine referenced the financial report dated October 21, 2013 stating that there was little activity for the 
three-month period, and that the Agency has current cash availability of $173,000.  Fontaine asked when the 
Laurent receivable would be removed from the financial statements.  James Langlois made a motion to 
receive and file the financial reports.  Mark Thompson seconded the motion and the vote in favor was 
unanimous.   
 
Old Business: 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Stillwater Mill Redevelopment District. 
 
A. Update on Signage Improvements and Sign Orders 
Langlois stated that he met with Jeff Barr as a subcommittee to review artwork.  We have 100% participation 
by the businesses.  Langlois presented examples of artwork prepared by David Maheu.  Langlois referenced 
some minor modifications that they believe should be made.  Once produced, Jeff from the Burrillville DPW 
will pick up the signs and have the signs installed.   
 
C. Pavilion Rental Reservation 
Langlois referenced previous discussions regarding rental of the Pavilion, noting that the facility was recently 
rented.  Langlois noted that the Agency should be advertising the Pavilion in the Bargain Buyer and the 
Bugle.  Langlois also referenced the Town’s website and the need to make the Pavilion more visible, as well 
as advertising its availability on the Facebook Page. Barr stated that the audience is rather limited and that 
the prohibition of liquor remains an issue.  Barr questioned the origin of the liquor control issue and the 
possibility that the actions went too far.  Barr posed the question about the possibly of getting a beer and 
wine option with appropriate controls in place.  Langlois provided added context for the discussion regarding 
liquor sales on Town owned property.  There was a discussion about the other organizations that offer 
alcohol at special events and similarities and differences with the Pavilion.  Barr referenced the investment 
that the Town has made in the Pavilion, which currently is free to the Farmers Market.  Barr indicated that it 
would be nice if the Town could leverage their investment to benefit other people in the Town.  Bonczek 
referenced the limited size of the Pavilion and that it naturally limits the size of events.  Langlois stated that 
the subcommittee would meet with the Administration to further discuss the issue.  
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Geotourism Project 
Langlois referenced conversations with the Blackstone Valley Tourism Council, which recently restocked the 
display cards.  Langlois stated that this provides evidence that people are picking up the cards. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Clock Tower Project 
Nothing to report. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Downtown Pascoag Project. 
 
A. Update regarding Blackstone River Valley NeighborWorks project 
Mike Wood referenced the executed agreement between the Agency and NeighborWorks Blackstone River 
Valley included in the meeting package.  Kravitz presented the site plan and elevation plans for the proposed 
redevelopment of the properties, including the original Music Hall site.   
 
B. Update regarding Gonyea Park Project 
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Wood referenced a meeting this Thursday with all interested parties to revisit the project schedule, to 
subdivide the property and move forward with the construction project.  Wood indicated that it is important 
that there is no environmental liability to the Town prior to the transfer of the property to the Town.   
 
C. Agreement with Woonsocket Neighborhood Development Corporation 
Langlois made a motion to receive and file.  Barr seconded the motion and the vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
New Business To Be Discussed And Acted Upon: 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Footprints in History Awards Blackstone Valley Tourism   
Langlois and Kravitz attended the event, which was held at Twin Rivers Casino.  Langlois recognized the 
quality of the event including the service and the silent auction.   Wood inquired about the genesis of the 
award so that he can announce the award through the Town’s various communication channels.   
 
Discussion, consideration and action June Rockwell Levy Foundation grant application 
Langlois explained the grant is basically complete, which will be reviewed this week prior to submittal.  
Langlois argued the need to define the total project budget.  Project is for a Gazebo and walkways on the 
pavilion site.   
 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Correspondence from Chairman James Langlois to Town Council President Nancy Binns recommending 
Renay McLeish as a member of the Redevelopment Agency & Notification of the Town Council 
appointment of Renay McLeish to the Redevelopment Agency. 
Langlois made a motion to receive and file both correspondences.  Thompson seconded the motion and the 
vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
General Discussion:  
Wood informed the Agency members that he received a message from Christian Calderone of 
NeighborWorks Blackstone River Valley indicating that the soil report at the play area is basically the same 
as found in the previous environmental study.  Wood stated that he anticipates two remediation options will 
result including removal of the soil or capping the soil.   
 
Langlois mentioned Nico’s Restaurant is making improvements.  Also referenced the building just past the 
auto shop, which did a little facelift.   
 
Executive Session: 
Request for Executive Session from Michael C. Wood, Secretary, pursuant to Rhode Island Open Meeting 
Law [42-46-5 (a) (5)] for discussion and considerations related to the acquisition, sale or exchange of real 
property. 

a) Plat 175/Lot 019 (Mobil Station Property) 24 North Main Street 
b) Plat 175/Lot 025 (Apt. House, Pascoag Main) 160 Pascoag Main Street 
c) Plat 175/Lot 060 (Apt. House, Pascoag Main) 73-75 Pascoag Main Street 
d) Plat 175/Lot 042 (Vacant Building, Substation building) 89-92 Pascoag Main St. 
e) Plat 192/Lot 17 (Dunkin Donuts site) 1 South Main Street, Pascoag 

 
Langlois made a motion to go into Executive Session with Bonczek, Fontaine, Barr and Thompson all voting 
in favor of the motion. 
 
James Langlois made a motion to reconvene the public portion of the meeting and to seal the minutes of the 
Executive Session with Jeffrey Barr, Edward Bonczek, David Fontaine, and Mark Thompson all voting to 
support the motion.  The public portion of the meeting was reconvened in open session where it was 
announced that there was one vote taken in Executive Session. 
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Adjournment: 
On a motion by Jeffrey Barr, seconded by Edward Bonczek, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.  
 

 
Minutes approved by: 
 
 
__________________________________                                _________________________________ 
Michael C. Wood, Secretary     Date: 
 
 
    Date filed with Town Clerk:  ________________________ 
 

            
        

 
 


