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BURRILLVILLE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Meeting Place:  Town Council Chambers, Town Hall 
Meeting Date:  April 24, 2007 
Meeting Time:  7:00 PM 
 
Members Present: 

Jeffrey Barr , Vice Chairman Mark Brizard  
Cheryl Choquette David Fontaine  
   

 
Members Absent: 

James Langlois, Chairman Robert Peloquin 
 
Staff/Consultants Present: 

Nicole Carroll-Barnes, General Legal Counsel Scott A. Gibbs, NEEDS, Inc. 
Michael C. Wood, Town Manager  Tom Kravitz, Town Planner 
Joyce Rowley, Consultant  

 
Others Present: 

  
 
Call To Order: 

Acting Chairman Jeffrey Barr called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.   
 
Approval of Minutes: 

David Fontaine made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of March 27, 2007.  The 
motion was seconded by Mark Brizard and the vote was unanimously approved.  Mike Wood inquired 
about whether a vote was taken at the March 27, 2007 meeting in favor of utilizing the first floor 
community center space as an office incubator.  Gibbs responded that the Town Council Members 
attending the meeting clearly voiced their support for the office incubator concept, however, they did 
not take a formal vote nor did he recall a formal vote by the Agency.  Mike Wood requested that this 
issue be placed on the Agency’s agenda at their next meeting for formal action. 
 
Mark Brizard made a motion to approve the annual meeting minutes of February 27, 2007.  The 
motion was seconded by Cheryl Choquette and was unanimously approved.  
 

Approval of Invoices/Bills: 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to approving the Community Development Coordinator 
invoice. 
Mark Brizard made a motion to approve invoice number BRA INV-06 dated April 8, 2007 from Joyce 
Rowley, Community Development Coordinator, for professional services in the amount of $2,996.00.  
The motion was seconded by David Fontaine. The motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to approving the invoice from Pascoag Utility District in 
the amount of $10. 
Mark Brizard made a motion to approve the invoice from Pascoag Utility District dated April 3, 2007 
in the amount of $10.00.  The motion was seconded by David Fontaine and was unanimously 
approved.  
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Discussion, consideration and action relative to approving the invoice from Pascoag Utility District in 
the amount of $48.15. 
Mark Brizard made a motion to approve the invoice from Pascoag Utility District dated February 2, 
2007 in the amount of $48.15.  The motion was seconded by David Fontaine and was unanimously 
approved.  
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to approving an invoice from Timothy Kane Esq. 
David Fontaine made a motion to approve the invoice from Timothy F. Kane Esq. dated March 29, 
2007 in the amount of $2,664 for legal services rendered as Town Solicitor.  The motion was seconded 
by Mark Brizard and was unanimously approved.  
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to approving an invoice from Lawrence Brothers.  
Mark Brizard made a motion to approve the payment of $11.25 to Lawrence Bros. Inc. for keys for 
Clocktower Mill #4.  The motion was seconded by Jeffrey Barr and was unanimously approved. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to approving an invoice for postage. 
David Fontaine made a motion to approve the expenditure of $146.64 for postage used in conjunction 
with the business survey conducted by Joyce Rowley.  The motion was seconded by Mark Brizard and 
was unanimously approved. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to approving an invoice for name plates and holders. 
Mark Brizard made a motion to approve an invoice dated March 19, 2007 from B&M Printing and 
Trophies in the amount of $108.00 for name plates and holders.  The motion was seconded by Cheryl 
Choquette and was unanimously approved. 
 

Citizen Comment: 
None 

 
Consultants/Staff Reports: 

 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to January/February Projects Update from Joyce Rowley, 
Community Development Coordinator. 
Joyce Rowley referenced her memo dated April 17, 2007 stating that she had finished the business survey.  
Ms. Rowley stated that the findings of the survey were consistent with her previous report to the Agency 
although there is a better response.  Ms. Rowley also stated that she is comfortable that the directory is 
accurate given the low mail return rate.  Ms. Rowley stated that the DPNA is reinventing itself including 
changing its bylaws to reduce the quorum requirement.  According to Rowley, the DPNA had a 
subsequent meeting where there was good attendance.  According to Rowley, the DPNA had a 2 hour 
discussion regarding future activities.  The DPNA is considering organizing a “Taste of Burrillville” event 
where food will be sold and would also include live entertainment.  DPNA is also planning a membership 
drive and is also reviewing putting up seasonal banners on light poles. 
 
Ms. Rowley stated that Library fundraising efforts are still underway.  It was announced that through the 
efforts of Tom Kravitz, the Levy Foundation awarded a $40,000 to the Library.  According to Rowley, the 
Wallace Foundation and Citizen Bank Foundation are also being considered approached. 
 
Ms. Rowley stated that updates to the Zoning Ordinance are still being undertaken with most of the 
changes recommended already drafted.   
 
 

Old Business To Be Discussed And Acted Upon: 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative Stillwater Mill Redevelopment District 
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Mike Wood stated that there is not much to discuss since the last Agency Meeting, 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to Library Project. 
Tom Kravitz stated that all the utility conduits have been installed.  Barr referenced the project update that 
was recently emailed by Mike Wood.  Mike Wood stated that he would continue to email the updates to 
Agency Members as a means to keep them informed. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Clock Tower Project. 
Tom Kravitz stated that he has sent to the developer an application checklist in preparation for the 
project’s anticipated submission to the Burrillville Planning Board for preliminary review.  Tom Kravitz 
explained that the Agency will also have to comment on the project application.  Barr inquired on the 
timeframe for securing Town approvals for the project.  Tom Kravitz stated that a 3 month process is 
realistic. 
 
Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Downtown Pascoag Redevelopment District.  
Tom Kravitz stated that he is assisting Murphy relative to RIDOT applications for completion of his 
sidewalks.  Kravitz also stated that an application to RIDEM has been filed relative to the vacant lot on 
Main Street (Music Hall). Kravitz explained that it should take most of the summer to complete the 
process with RIDEM. 
 

  
New Business To Be Discussed And Acted Upon: 
 

Discussion, consideration and action on proposed scope of services for Community Development 
Coordinator 
A Proposed Scope of Services was distributed to the Agency which outlined proposed services to be 
provided by the Community Development Coordinator for the period of May 31, 2007 to August 31, 
2007.  Mike Wood indicated that the proposed scope included services that would fall outside the 
Agency’s areas of responsibility and would be paid for by the Town and not the Agency.  Wood 
requested that Agency Members review the proposed Scope of Services and communicate back to 
either himself or Tom Kravitz with any recommendations for additions.  Jeffrey Barr inquired as to 
why the proposed scope was for only a three month period.  Mike Wood responded that the term could 
be longer than three months and probably would more appropriate for the period through the remainder 
of the year.  Wood clarified that he had not sat down with Joyce Rowley to discuss the draft scope.  
 
Mike Wood referenced the proposed services associated with the Pascoag River Dam Management 
District as an example of an activity that would not have a direct bearing on the BRA activities.  Wood 
explained that this initiative entails the Town taking the initiative on behalf of the effected parties to 
address issues of long term ownership and management of the dam and the reservoir.  Tom Kravitz 
stated that he would like to add to the scope the issue of a Business Improvement District. Kravitz 
stated that such a strategy could enhance the capacity of the Town to effectively manage the Stillwater 
Mill Redevelopment District and the Downtown Pascoag Redevelopment District.  Kravitz explained 
that the Community Development Coordinator could be entrusted with the responsibility to more fully 
investigate the intricacies of the BID strategy from funding, management and legislative perspectives. 
 

 
Correspondence: 
 

Correspondence regarding public hearing pertaining to property tax stabilization ordinance. 
Mike Wood informed the Agency members of a public hearing on May 9, 2007 at 7:00 PM regarding 
proposed amendments to the Town of Burrillville ordinances by adding ordinance 25-48, tax 
stabilization for exterior improvements in substandard areas. 
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General Discussion: 
David Fontaine stated that he had met with John Mainville and was able to secure additional financial 
information regarding Town expenditures on BRA activities.  Fontaine also stated that the Town audit 
had been completed and that first quarter financial information is also available.  Fontaine stated that 
he hopes to be in a position by the next BRA meeting to present a financial report for the BRA.  
 
Mike Wood informed the Agency members Jim Langlois did a little piece on the BRA with Channel 6 
including taking Channel 6 to the Stillwater Mill and Downtown Pascoag redevelopment districts.  
Mike Wood suggested that the BRA recognize Jim for his efforts at the next Agency meeting 
 
Tom Kravitz stated that he was on the “Tea with Marie” television show along with Scott Wolff and 
Jeannie Boyle discussion Rhode Island Growth Centers.   

 
Executive Session: 

Request for Executive Session from Michael C. Wood, Secretary, pursuant to Rhode Island Open 
Meeting Law [42-46-5(a)(2)] for review and discussions relating to litigation matters and [42-46-5 
(a)(5)] for discussion and considerations related to the acquisition, sale or exchange of real property.   
Jeffrey Barr made a motion to go into Executive Session with Cheryl Choquette, Mark Brizard and 
David Fontaine all voting in favor. 
 
A motion to reconvene the public portion of the meeting and to seal the minutes of the Executive 
Session was made by Jeffrey Barr with Cheryl Choquette, Mark Brizard and David Fontaine all voting 
to support the motion.  The public portion of the meeting was reconvened in open session where it was 
announced that no vote was taken in Executive Session. 

 
Adjournment: 

On a motion by Cheryl Choquette, seconded by David Fontaine, a motion to adjourn the meeting was 
unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM. 

 
Minutes approved by: 
 
 
__________________________________                                _________________________________ 
Michael C. Wood, Secretary     Date: 
 
 
 
 
    Date filed with Town Clerk:  _________________________  


