
MINUTES of the Personnel Board of the Town of Burrillville held Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. 
at the Town Hall 105 Harrisville Main Street, Harrisville, RI 02830. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman James Moran, Valerie Leduc, Paul MacDonald and Charlotte 
Gabrielson – Alternate Member (arrived late) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDENCE: Nancy Binns, Town Council President; Wally Lees, Town Council Vice 
President; Peggy Dudley, Town Councilmember; Kevin Heitke, Town Councilmember; Chuck Mainville, 
Town Councilmember; Robert Bishop, Town Councilmember; Louise R. Phaneuf, Town Clerk; Kevin 
Blais, resident 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 8:36 a.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
1) Approval of April 14, 2009 meeting minutes and dispense with reading of said minutes. 
 
Motion to approve the April 14, 2009 meeting minutes as amended was made by Valerie Leduc and 
seconded by Paul MacDonald.  The vote was unanimous.  Voting in favor were Chairman James Moran, 
Paul MacDonald and Valerie Leduc. 

 
APPROVAL OF INVOICES / EXPENDITURES:  
 
2) Discussion, consideration and action relative to approving the FedEx invoice in the amount of 

$10.87 return of the Sergeant and Lieutenant’s exams. 
 
Motion to approve the FedEx invoice in the amount of $10.87 for return of the Sergeant/Lieutenant 
exams was made by Paul MacDonald and seconded by Valerie Leduc.  The vote was unanimous.  
Voting in favor were Chairman James Moran, Paul MacDonald and Valerie Leduc. 
 
MOTION to move item #4 to the top of the agenda, in consideration of the Councilmembers’ time was 
made by Valerie Leduc and seconded by Paul Mac Donald. The vote was unanimous.  Voting in favor 
were Chairman James Moran, Paul MacDonald and Valerie Leduc. 
 

4) Discussion, consideration and action relative to fees for testing materials to be paid by 
applicants of any tested position. 

 
Highlights of the discussion of the topic of charging fees for testing materials to be paid by applicants 
of any tested position are as follows:  
 
Nancy Binns is in favor of charging a fee for testing materials. 
Chuck Mainville stated that we should put testing material fees into the contract for promotional tests 
as well as for new hires. 
Peggy Dudley said that it should not be a flat fee.  It should be in direct correlations to our expense of 
renting the exam and mailing out related letters. 
Valerie Leduc questioned if we should consider exceptions if a candidate can’t afford the test fee. 



Peggy Dudley said that would open up a “can of worms” because then we would have to set up a 
system to prove financial hardship and request personal financial information.  We should not approach 
that situation.  Many Councilmembers voiced agreement. 
Chuck Mainville stated that we should continue to send letters and notices via certified mail to avoid 
lawsuits stemming from applicants claiming that they weren’t notified. 
Paul MacDonald stated that application fees are illegal in the State of Rhode Island so any fees should 
be called testing fees. 
Robert Bishop stated we should stay within the boundaries of recouping our expenses and not making 
a profit. 
Chuck Mainville reminded the Personnel Board that many people need to take these tests more than 
once. 
Chairman James Moran stated that he will put together a fee schedule and forward it to Council 
President Nancy Binns. 
Paul MacDonald thanked the member of the Town Council for attending and voicing their opinions. 
 
Most Town Councilmembers left the room.  Peggy Dudley was the only Town Council Member to 
remain.  
 
CITIZEN COMMENT: After discussion of item # 4 the Personnel Board resumed the agenda.   
 
Kevin Blais of Tarkiln Road asked if Chairman Moran had been informed that Mr. Blais had asked that 
Computer Assisted Real-time Transcription services (CART services) be made available to him for this 
meeting.  Chairman James Moran said that he was aware that Mr. Blais had requested CART services 
and stated that those provisions shall be decided on and made available through the Town Clerk’s 
office.  Chairman James Moran stated he was aware of the town’s denial of his request for Cart 
services because he didn’t comply with the requirements as set forth by Town Solicitor Timothy Kane. 
 
Mr. Blais left the meeting. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS to be considered and acted on: 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
3) Discussion, consideration and action relative to the Budget Board’s proposal to reduce stipends in 

the next fiscal year. 
 
Chairman James Moran informed the Personnel Board that he is not in favor of a stipend reduction for 
this board.  He feels that eliminating or reducing the stipend would draw unqualified people to this 
board.  The current members of the Personnel Board have degrees and/or experience in the Human 
Resources field.  Councilmember, Peggy Dudley stated that she was an advocate of eliminating or 
reducing stipends for Boards whose members do not need to be qualified to hold a position on the 
board.  She did not include the Personnel Board in her recommendation to exclude some boards from 
the stipend reduction/elimination.  Councilmember Dudley will amend her recommendation to exclude 
the Personnel Board. 
 
Peggy Dudley left the meeting. 



4) Discussion, consideration and action relative to fees for testing materials to be paid by applicants of 
any tested position. 

 
This item was covered above. 
 
 COMMUNICATIONS 

 
5) Correspondence regarding the Administrative Aide for Public Works retiring.   
 
Received & filed. 

 
6) Correspondence regarding a Driver/Laborer/Operator retiring. 
 
Received & filed. 

 
7) Correspondence from a Financial Aide in the Tax Collector’s Office retiring. 
 
Received & filed. 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Chairman James Moran asked that item # 4 regarding the fee schedule for testing materials be 
included on the June agenda.  Paul MacDonald asked the date of the next meeting. (June 9, 2009) 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 a.m. was made by Valerie Leduc and seconded by Paul 
MacDonald.  The vote was unanimous.  Voting in favor were Chairman James Moran, Paul MacDonald 
and Valerie Leduc. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Chairman James H. Moran     Date 
 
 
The Town of Burrillville will provide accommodations needed to ensure equal participation.  Please contact the 
Burrillville Town Clerk at least three (3) business days prior to the meeting so arrangements can be made to 
provide such assistance at no cost to the person requesting it. A request for this service can be made in writing or 
by calling (401) 568-4300 (voice) or “via RI Relay 1-800-745-5555” (TTY). 
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