
 
 
 
 
Burrillville Sewer Commission 
Regular Meeting – February 14, 2006 
Board Room of the BWWTF 
 
 
Members Present: Scott P. Rabideau, Chairman 
                              Don C. Wolfe, Vice Chairman 
                             Wallace F. Auclair, Secretary 
 
Also Present: Walter Kane – Attorney for the Commission 
                       William Skerpan Jr. – Beta Group, Inc. 
                       John Martin – Superintendent 
                       Richard Bernardo – Director of Public Works 
                       Mike Coutu – Granite River Village 
                       Curtis Rotolo – Thalmann Engineering  
                       Brian Thalmann – Thalmann Engineering 
                       Bruce Rylah – Union Pond                    
                       Scott Rylah – Union Pond 
                       John O’Neill – L-5 
                       David Lynch – L-5 
                       Tom McNulty – L-5 
                       Peg Franklin – Office Manager 
                       Stacey Richard – Financial Aide 
 
Mr. Scott Rabideau opened the meeting at 11:00 A.M. 
The first item on the agenda is the question of accepting the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of January 10, 2006, the Minutes of the Public Hearing held on January 17, 2006 
and the Special Meeting held on January 17, 2006; and the question of dispensing with 
the reading of said minutes. Mr. Don Wolfe made a motion to dispense with the minutes 
and accept them as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Wallace Auclair, so 
voted.  
 
The next item on the agenda is the reorganization of the Commission. Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to elect Mr. Rabideau as Chairman, Mr. Wolfe as Vice Chairman, and Mr. 
Auclair as Secretary. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
Correspondence:  
 
07-08-03 – A letter from Chris McNamara requesting waiver of penalties. Mr. Auclair 
made a motion to give Mr. McNamara a credit of the penalties paid in the amount of 
$1,657.53. Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion, so voted.  
 



07-08-04 – A letter from Jacqueline Blanchard regarding proposed sewer assessment rate 
amendment. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to receive and file the letter. Mr. Auclair seconded 
the motion, so voted.  
 
07-08-05 – A letter from Michael Coutu regarding Granite River Village project. Mr. 
Brian Thalmann addressed the Commission. Mr. Thalmann stated that Mr. Coutu’s 
position is that if the Callahan School Street pump station is already at capacity he feels it 
is a hardship that he be responsible for the entire upgrade of the station. Mr. Rabideau 
asked where they are in their overall process with the project. Mr. Thalmann stated that 
they have received master plan approval and are currently moving towards preliminary 
approval. There was some discussion as to what needs to be done to upgrade the pump 
station. Mr. William Skerpan was asked by the Commission to review the options to 
upgrade the Callahan School Street pump station. Mr. Skerpan stated he will try to have 
his review ready for the March meeting, if not ready he will have the review for the April 
meeting. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to authorize Beta Engineering to perform an 
alternatives analysis and have it to the Commission by the regular meeting of April 2006. 
Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so moved.   
 
07-08-06 – Memo from Town Manager regarding assessment and use charges. Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to direct Mr. Kane to prepare a letter for the Commission to send back to 
Mr. Wood, for the Commission’s next meeting and that Mrs. Franklin can respond that 
the $400,000 will be used for Contract 19B-1. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so 
voted.  
 
07-08-07 – A letter from Bruce Rylah regarding Union Pond Village project. Mr. Rylah 
asked if the Commission would consider waiving Article 16. Mr. Rabideau asked Mr. 
Rylah if he had master plan approval. Mr. Rylah stated he did not. Mr. Rabideau stated 
that Mr. Rylah would have to show the Commission that the development cannot hold an 
ISDS.  
 
Mr. Rabideau asked the Commission to consider taking the Mill Pond assessments out of 
order since they are the last member of the public here. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to give 
a refund of $6900.00 on these two lots and maintain the $35.00 per foot on the remaining 
lots, furthermore if it should be satisfactory demonstrated that the recreational lot is in 
fact non-buildable that the Commission not assess that lot. Mr. Auclair seconded the 
motion, so voted.  
 
Attorney’s Report: Mr. Kane reported he had sent a letter to Laginestra’s attorney 
outlining the things that still need to be done. Mr. Kane stated he included in that letter, 
Mr. Martin’s comments on their operations manual and he also outlined and sent them 
copies of the protocol. Mr. Kane also reported that he did receive a response where they 
did not take issue with the protocol for starting up so he presumes that is acceptable. Mr. 
Kane noted that the Commission was never asked to respond to the operations manual. 
Mr. Kane suggested that the Commission have a workshop meeting to look at the 
outstanding issues that Laginestra has. Mr. Auclair made a motion to accept the report of 
our attorney. Mr. Wolfe seconded, so voted.  



Engineer’s Report: Mr. Skerpan first reported on Change Order No.1 for Contract 19A-2. 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the change order. Mr. Auclair seconded, so voted.  
 
The next item was Payment Application No. 9 for Contract 19A-2. The total amount 
payable is $181,161.72. Mr.Skerpan stated because there wasn’t any work done on the 
culvert, DPW does not owe on this payment application. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
approve the payment application. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
The third item was Payment Application No. 8 for Contract 19A-1. The total amount 
payable is $75,157.65. Mr. Skerpan stated that under this $69,639.15 will be paid under 
the SRF loan and the remaining $5,518.50 to be paid by the Commission in anticipation 
of a reimbursement from the Interceptor Bond Fund. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
approve $69,639.15 to be paid by SRF. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted. Mr. 
Wolfe made a motion to pay $5,518.50 from the Commission to pay the balance of this 
application. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
The next item was Interceptor Bond Fund request # 5. Mrs. Franklin reported that she had 
only received two of the requests that have been submitted because it is a slow process.  
 
Next Mr. Skerpan reported on was the recommendation for Contract 19B-1. Mr. Skerpan 
stated three bids were received on January 10, 2006. The apparent low bidder was Boyle 
& Fogarty Const., Co. Mr. Skerpan stated that all of the bids had been reviewed and are 
found to be true and accurate. Mr. Skerpan stated that in speaking with Clean Water 
Finance, as of January 30, 2006 there is an unpaid balance under the SRF loan of a little 
under $3,000,000.00. If the Commission takes that and subtracts the Capitalized interest 
remaining, the finance charge, and the service fees associated with the loan, they are left 
with about $2.9 million. Then if the Commission subtracts from that what is owed to the 
contractors for January and February they are down to about $2.6 million. Mr. Skerpan 
also stated he forecasted what 19A-1 and 19A-2 will close at and the Commission is left 
with a balance of $1.44 million. To that $1.44 million the Commission would add the 
$400,000 and you get about $1.845 million that the Commission can spend towards 
Contract 19B-1. Mr. Skerpan stated this amount is significantly less that what the low bid 
is. Mr. Skerpan presented a map of what he believes can be built for the $1.8 million. Mr. 
Skerpan also stated he had some preliminary discussions with Boyle & Fogarty in regards 
to the possibility of reducing the overall scope of work to which there are provisions 
within the current contract that clearly state that the Commission reserves the right to do 
that. Mr. Skerpan also stated the Commission has the right to reject all bids. There was 
some discussion regarding the reasons why Mr. Skerpan included some areas in his map 
and not others. Mr. Rabideau asked if the Commission should look into putting a package 
plant in that area. Mr. Skerpan stated they could. Mr. Rabideau suggested that Mr. 
Skerpan, Mr. Martin and himself set something up with DEM to talk with them about 
some alternatives and report back next month.  
 
Mr. Kane suggested a letter be sent to the Town Council stating that no action has been 
taken by the Commission on Contract 19B-1 and that the Commission is looking into 
alternatives.  



Mr. Skerpan gave an update on Harrisville Village. Mr. Skerpan stated they are about 
50% done. Mr. Skerpan also stated that he had asked the contractor to bring in another 
crew to move the work along.  
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the report of our engineer. Mr. Auclair seconded the 
motion, so voted.  
 
The next item on the agenda was the Superintendent’s Report. Mr. Martin presented the 
Superintendent’s Report for the month of January.  
 

      SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT  
 

Month of January 2006 
1. OPERATIONS : 

 
A. Influent to Treatment Facility : M.G. Date Occurred
 Average daily flow 1.0334 N/A 
 Maximum daily flow 1.3590 18-Jan 
 Minimum daily flow 0.8640 09-Jan 
    
B. Biochemical Oxygen Demand : Percent removal Average 

Concentration
 E.P.A./ D.E.M. requirement > 85.0% < 30.0 mg/l 
 Facility achieved 98.1% 3.1 
    
C. Total Suspended Solids :   
 E.P.A./ D.E.M. requirement > 85.0% < 30.0 mg/l 
 Facility achieved 96.0% 7.6 
    
D. Total Phosphorus :   
 E.P.A./ D.E.M. requirement N/A < 1.00 mg/l 
 Facility achieved 92.9% 0.33 
    
E. Total Ammonia :   
 E.P.A./ D.E.M. requirement N/A < 31.5 mg/l 
 Facility achieved 0% 20.3 
    
F. Disposed Sludge :   
 Dry Tons disposed of 31.59  
 Number of loads removed 22  
 Average dry tons/load 1.44  

 
2. COLLECTION SYSTEM OPERATIONS: 
 
There was one call-out for the month, which is outlined in a separate memo to the 
Commission. 



Mr. Martin summarized his memo regarding emergency sewer repairs on Lakeview 
Drive. Mr. Auclair made a motion to authorize Mr. Kane to contact Mr. Bernstein to set 
up a meeting regarding the matter with the Pascoag Utility District. Mr. Wolfe seconded 
the motion, so voted.  
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the report of our Superintendent. Mr. Auclair 
seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
The next item on the agenda was a discussion regarding the official naming of the 
Treatment Facility. Mr. Rabideau suggested the staff get more bids for changing the 
lettering on the sign. Mr. Martin stated he would look into getting the same type of 
lettering that is already on the sign.  
 
Next on the agenda was the Pine Ridge Village sewer application. Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to grant a wavier of Article 16 for Pine Ridge Village. Mr. Auclair seconded the 
motion, so voted.   
 
The last item on the agenda was the status of Stedagio LLC/LaGinestra LLC. Mr. Wolfe 
suggested that a workshop be set to discuss this matter. A workshop was set for 
Thursday, February 23, 2006 at 11:00 A.M. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to authorize the 
engineers to perform the inspection on the influent pipe but to also advise Stedagio that 
there will be no more inspections until a licensed drainlayer is on record. Mr. Auclair 
seconded the motion, so voted. Mr. Skerpan asked the Commission that when they notify 
Stedagio about this matter that they direct them to refer all future correspondence and 
inquires to the Commission. Mr. Rabideau suggested that after the Commission’s 
workshop on February 23, 2006 that a Special Meeting be set up with the people from 
Laginestra. A Special Meeting with Laginestra was set for Tuesday, February 23, 2006 at 
2:00 P.M.  
 
Being no further business to come before the Commission Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
adjourn. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Stacey Richard 
Financial Aide  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 


