
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Burrillville Sewer Commission 
Regular Meeting of 05/13/2008 
Board Room of the BWWTF 
 
 
Members Present: Don C. Wolfe, Chairman 
        Wallace F. Auclair, Vice Chairman 
        Scott P. Rabideau, Secretary 
 
Also Present: Walter J. Kane, Attorney for the Commission 
            James J. Geremia, Geremia & Associates, Inc. 
            William Skerpan Jr., Beta Group, Inc. 
  John Martin III, Superintendent 
  Peg Franklin, Office Manager 
  Stacey Richard, Financial Aide 
 
 
Agenda Item – Question of accepting the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 8, 
2008 and the Special Meeting of April 22, 2008; and the questions of dispensing with the 
reading of said minutes.  
Voted – Mr. Auclair made a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
April 8, 2008 and April 22, 2008 and to dispense with the reading of said minutes. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Rabideau.  
 
Agenda Item – Memo from John Martin, Superintendent, regarding request for purchase 
of In-Line Grinder for septage receiving.  
Voted – Mr. Rabideau made a motion to allow the Superintendent to solicit public bids 
for the In-Line Grinder. The motion was seconded by Mr. Auclair. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
08-11-26 – Letter from Senator Paul Fogarty regarding House Bill 2008H-7742, An Act 
relating to Health and Safety – Incinerator Ban 
Voted – Mr. Rabideau made a motion to receive the letter and place on file. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Auclair. 
 
08-11-27 – Letter from Peter Alviti, Engineer for Hidden Shores Homeowners 
Association, requesting use of system.  



Discussion – Mr. Skerpan stated that there is still some outstanding electrical work 
associated with the connection of the grinder pumps at Hidden Shores. Mr. Skerpan also 
stated that there are a few minor discrepancies on the as-built drawings. Mr. Skerpan 
recommended that the Superintendent review the resubmission of the as-built drawings 
for Hidden Shores when they are received.   
Voted – Mr. Rabideau made a motion to ratify the Chairman’s decision to authorize the 
tie in for Hidden Shores prior to the submission of the final as-builts. A correspondence 
needs to be sent to Hidden Shores stating that there are deficiencies to the as-builts that 
need to be corrected and resubmitted and the Superintendent will review them and that 
the Commission is requiring that the Town’s electrical inspectors certify that the wiring 
was done properly. The motion was seconded by Mr. Auclair. 
 
08-11-28 – Letter from Gary DeStafano, President of Hidden Shores Homeowners 
Associations, regarding responsibility of the private sewer system 
Letter from Walter J. Kane, Attorney for Commission – Legal Opinion 
Discussion – Mr. Kane suggested to the staff that the sewer application be revised so that 
once the application is approved the private development will be responsible for the 
maintenance of the system and compliant with all of the Rules and Regulations.   
Voted – Mr. Rabideau made a motion to receive and file the letters. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Auclair. 
 
08-11-29- Letter from Thomas P. Tatro requesting waiver of late fees on sewer use bills 
and a suggestion of a lock box for after-hour payments. 
Discussion – The Commission agreed that due to security reasons a drop box could not 
be placed outside for the customers. Mr. Rabideau asked the staff to check with Town 
Hall to see if our customers could put payments in their drop box. Mr. Kane suggested 
that the Commission adopt a policy that any payments that come in after close of 
business on Friday will be marked received as of the following Monday.  
Voted – Mr. Rabideau made a motion to credit the $3.91 to Mr. Tatro and to authorize 
the staff to speak with Town Hall regarding the drop box. The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Auclair.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 
Mr. Kane suggested that the Commission schedule a workshop to discuss the facilities 
plans and the new DEM regulations.  
Voted – Mr. Auclair made a motion to accept the attorney’s report. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Rabideau. 
 
Engineer’s Report: 
Geremia & Associates, Inc. 
 Discuss delivery schedule/prices of grinder pumps- Mr. Geremia stated that the 
grinder pump units will take four weeks to deliver upon ordering. Mr. Geremia also 
stated that a standard unit can be purchased with extension so a survey would not have to 
be done on the properties requiring grinder pumps. Mr. Geremia stated that a 
representative from the manufacturer will come out and certify that the installation was 
done correctly. Mr. Geremia noted that the grinder pumps will be shipped in increments 



of ten and each unit will cost $2,925.00. There was some discussion on having Boyle and 
Fogarty order the grinder pumps as part of their contract. Mr. Kane asked if the 
contractor was allowed a mark up on the purchase of the grinder pump. Mr. Skerpan 
stated the contractor is entitled to a 5 % mark up.  
Voted – Mr. Rabideau made a motion to authorize Mr. Martin to order through Boyle 
and Fogarty and the two engineers, forty grinder pump units from F.R. Mahony & 
Associates. Any of the additional items, such as the extensions, will be ordered under the 
Commission. The price of the additional items is not to exceed $5,000.00. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Auclair.    
 
Beta Group, Inc. – Report on 19B-1 
 Letter dated 4-16-08 regarding operational acceptance of sewer system 
  Response letter from Superintendent 
Mr. Skerpan reported that as of April 17th the Commission accepted the pump station and 
that the Middle School is now connected.   
 Letter regarding Pay Application #18 – Mr. Skerpan stated the payment 
application is in the amount of $271,109.68, which reflects a retainage reduction of 5%. 
$20,440.00 is the School Department’s share of the payment application.    
Voted  - Mr. Rabideau made a motion to approve payment application #18 in the amount 
of $250,669.68. The motion was seconded by Mr. Auclair.  
 
 Update Joslin Road Sub-drain – Mr. Skerpan reported that the contractor has 
been holding off on the restoration of Joslin Road pending the outcome of the sub-drain 
submission. Mr. Rabideau stated he would have an update from DEM on the sub-drain 
this Thursday.  
 
Lastly, Mr. Skerpan reported that he completed a second review of the Nason Mill 
Development and that he will be reviewing an as-built submission from the Mapleville 
Main Condominiums.  
 
Voted – Mr. Rabideau made a motion to accept the engineer’s reports. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Auclair. 
 
Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Mr. Martin presented the Superintendent’s report for the month of April.  
 

SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT  
 

Month of April 2008 
1. OPERATIONS: 

 
A. Influent to Treatment Facility : M.G. Date Occurred 
 Average daily flow 0.9249 N/A 
 Maximum daily flow 1.1860 16-Apr 
 Minimum daily flow 0.7520 26-Apr 



    
B. Biochemical Oxygen Demand : Percent removal Average  

Concentration 
 E.P.A./ D.E.M. requirement > 85.0% < 30.0 mg/l 
 Facility achieved 97.5% 6.2 
    
C. Total Suspended Solids :   
 E.P.A./ D.E.M. requirement > 85.0% < 30.0 mg/l 
 Facility achieved 97.3% 9.1 
    
D. Total Phosphorus :   
 E.P.A./ D.E.M. requirement N/A < 1.00 mg/l 
 Facility achieved 81.6% 0.86 
    
E. Total Ammonia :   
 E.P.A./ D.E.M. requirement N/A < 31.5 mg/l 
 Facility achieved 2.6% 23.3 
    
F. Disposed Sludge :   
 Dry Tons disposed of 36.36  
 Number of loads removed 21  
 Average dry tons/load 1.73  

 
2. COLLECTION SYSTEM OPERATIONS: 
 
There was one call-in for the month at the Mapleville pump station.  The alarm was reset 
and station returned to normal operation. 
 
Voted – Mr. Rabideau made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s report. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Auclair. 
 
The Commission scheduled a workshop to discuss the facilities plan on Tuesday, May 
27th at 10:00 A.M. 
 
There was some discussion regarding LaGinestra.  
 
Being no further business to come before the Commission, Mr. Rabideau made a motion 
to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mr. Auclair. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Stacey Richard 
Financial Aide 
 



 
 
 
 
 


