
 
 
 
 
 
Burrillville Sewer Commission 
Regular Meeting of 05/09/2006 
Board Room of the BWWTF 
 
 
Member Present: Scott P. Rabideau, Chairman 
                            Don C. Wolfe, Vice Chairman 
                            Wallace F. Auclair, Secretary 
 
Also Present: Walter J. Kane, Attorney for the Commission 
                       William Skerpan Jr., Beta Group, Inc. 
                       John Martin III, Superintendent 
                       Richard Bernardo, Director of Public Works 
                       Ron Fafard, Town Council Liaison for the Commission 
                       Brian Leplant, Attorney for Lucien Benoit 
                       Arek Galle, Gates Leighton 
                       Lucien Benoit, Nason Village 
                       Peg Franklin, Office Manager 
                       Stacey Richard, Financial Aide 
 
 
Mr. Scott Rabideau opened the Regular Meeting at 11:10 A.M. 
The first item on the agenda was the question of accepting the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of April 11, 2006, the Workshop Meeting of April 25, 2006 and the Special 
Meeting of April 25, 2006, and the question of dispensing with the reading of said 
minutes. Mr. Don Wolfe made a motion to dispense with the minutes and accept them as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Wallace Auclair, so voted. 
 
Mr. Rabideau then moved to old business, discussion of location of sewer pump station in 
Nasonville. Mr. Brian Leplant addressed the Commission on behalf of Mr. Lucien 
Benoit. Mr. Leplant stated the location of the pump station would have a significant 
adverse impact on Mr. Benoit’s proposed project. Mr. Arek Galle provided the 
Commission with a copy of the proposed plan, with a relocated pump station, for the 
Nason Village. Mr. Galle stated they were concerned about the impact of the location of 
the pump station to their natural drainage. Mr. Rabideau asked if that was a retention 
pond on the proposed plan. Mr. Galle stated that it was. Mr. Skerpan stated that by 
shifting the pump station to the area that Mr. Galle is proposing it would mean that they 
would be fighting the grade. Mr. Skerpan asked if any test borings had been performed at 
the proposed pump station site and Mr. Leplant replied no. Mr. Rabideau stated that the 
estimated cost to move the pump station to the new proposed area would cost 
approximately $100,000.00. Mr. Leplant asked what the $100,000.00 was comprised of. 



Mr. Skerpan stated it is based on the quantity of pipe, the depth of it, and all of items 
associated with it. Mr. Skerpan also stated that by moving the pump station location the 
contractor would have to excavate an extra six feet. Mr. Skerpan stated he would need to 
have some borings at the proposed location to determine what type of soil is there and if 
there is rock there. Mr. Skerpan then stated if there is rock at the proposed location that 
would also make the price higher. Mr. Leplant stated that Mr. Benoit understands there is 
a cost associated with moving the station and he is willing to contribute to some degree in 
moving the station. Mr. Rabideau stated the Commission did not have any funds to move 
the pump station to the proposed area. Mr. Rabideau asked Mr. Leplant if he would like 
to be placed on the Commission’s agenda for the meeting on May 22, 2006. Mr. Leplant 
stated he would like to be put on the agenda. Mr. Skerpan suggested that Mr. Benoit hire 
a boring company to dig the holes. Mr. Skerpan stated he would like two holes dug. Mr. 
Wolfe made a motion to continue this item to the Special Meeting on May 22, 2006. Mr. 
Auclair seconded the motion, so voted. 
 
The next item the Commission discussed was amending their funding request to RI Clean 
Water Finance Agency and communication to Town Council regarding this request. Mr. 
Wolfe reported on the meeting he attended with RI Clean Water Finance. Mr. Wolfe 
stated there is $3.5 million available. Mr. Wolfe stated he had asked if there was a 
possibility of a longer term. Mr. Wolfe stated that a longer term is not available. Mr. 
Kane stated if the Commission was to proceed to amend the existing contracts Clean 
Water would allow the Commission to use their present grant. Mr. Kane also stated if the 
Commission would give Clean Water a schedule of draw downs they would advance the 
Commission some money. Mr. Kane stated that grinder pumps are not an eligible 
expense. The money would have to come out of the Commission’s reserves. Mr. Kane 
prepared a Resolution for the Commission as follows:  
 
 The Burrillville Sewer Commission hereby requests the Town Council to issue 
Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,500,000.00) of General Obligation 
Bonds through the Rhode Island Clean Water Finance Agency. The Commission will use 
the funds to construct the projects in accordance with the Priority List attached hereto 
subject to the availability of the funds. 
 
 The Commission hereby commits to repaying the cost of the bonds and all interest 
associated therewith from its User Charges. The Commission hereby authorizes the Town 
Treasurer to withdraw such sums necessary from the Commission’s Operating Budget to 
meet the cost of principal and interest as it becomes due.  
 
 Passed a Resolution of the Board of Sewer Commissioners this _________day of 
May, 2006. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked how this would affect the user fee. Mr. Martin stated it would increase 
the rate between $75.00 - $80.00. Mr. Skerpan suggested the Commission divide the 
work between the two contractors. Mr. Rabideau stated that Mr. Michael Wood, Town 
Manager, had indicated there may be funds available from the Town to help the 
Commission offset some of the costs. Mr. Kane stated that is something the Commission 



should address with the Town Council when the have their workshop. Mr. Skerpan asked, 
regarding the priorities, in what order the Commission want the projects in. Mr. Skerpan 
stated they would go in order from: 1. Douglas Pike  
             2. Joslin Road extension 
                                                         3. Spring Lake Road  
                                                         4. Mason Way 
             5. Victory Hwy (East & West)  
 Mr. Kane stated the revised project list needs to be attached to the Resolution that is 
going to the Town Council. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to request the Town Council to 
approve the resolution as read by Mr. Kane. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
Mr. Skerpan asked if the Commission was at a point where he could start implementing 
some of the changes with the contractors. Mr. Kane suggested the Commission authorize 
Mr. Skerpan to prepare an agreement for the extension of the sewers and bring it back to 
the Commission. Mr. Skerpan stated that Douglas Pike should be started but not finished 
this year. There was some discussion regarding utilizing the Town’s fixed price for 
paving. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to authorize Mr. Skerpan to go forward with official 
contacts and to work with the DPW director to see if certain contracts can be structured in 
such a way to take full advantage of the Town’s paving contract that exists. Mr. Auclair 
seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
The next item discussed under old business was scheduling a workshop with the Town 
Council. Mr. Kane suggested the Commission not limit the workshop to only a discussion 
of LaGinestra. Mr. Kane suggested the meeting be regarding matters of mutual concerns. 
Mr. Kane also suggested the date should be set by the Town Council. Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to authorize staff to contact the Town Council to set a joint workshop regarding 
matters of mutual concerns. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
The Commission then discussed the scheduling of a workshop with the School 
Department regarding sewering of the Middle School. Mr. Wolfe suggested that he and 
Mr. Skerpan attend a school committee meeting to discuss this matter. Mr. Skerpan stated 
that prior to attending the school committee meeting he would need to meet with 
someone from the Middle School that he could discuss the most cost effective way for 
them to connect. Mr. Wolfe stated he would talk to the school committee to let them 
know that Mr. Skerpan needs to have this field meeting prior to attending a school 
committee meeting. Mr. Bernardo suggested the person Mr. Skerpan talk to be John 
Labossiere.  
 
Correspondence: 
 
07-11-24- Correspondence from Warren Towne, RI Dept. of Environmental Management 
regarding status of Aeration & Process Control Upgrades at the Burrillville WWTF 
 a. Response Letter from John Martin, Superintendent, to Mr. Towne 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to receive and file. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
07-11-26- Letter from Christine Duhamel requesting a waiver of penalties. Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to grant the request. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  



 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to continue the unfinished matters of this meeting to the 
Special Meeting of May 22, 2006. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
Being no further business to come before the Commission, Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
adjourn. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Stacey Richard 
Financial Aide  
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
  
 
                              


