
 
 
 
 
Burrillville Sewer Commission 
Special Meeting of April 25, 2006  
Board Room of the BWWTF 
 
 
Members Present: Scott P. Rabideau, Chairman 
                              Don C. Wolfe, Vice Chairman 
                              Wallace F. Auclair, Secretary 
 
Also Present: Walter J. Kane – Attorney for the Commission 
                       William Skerpan Jr. – Beta Group Inc. 
                       John Martin III – Superintendent 
                       Peg Franklin – Office Manager 
                      Stacey Richard – Financial Aide 
 
 
Mr. Scott Rabideau opened the Special Meeting at 9:05 A.M.  
 
The first item on the agenda was eminent domain proceedings in connection with 
Contract 19B-1. Mr. Kane stated he had a resolution that the Commission needed to pass. 
Mr. Kane stated that if the Commission passes the resolution it will allow the 
Commission to take this piece of land permanently, which is the site for the pump station, 
and then take the easement. Mr. Kane stated he called the appraiser who appraised the 
property two years ago to get an update on the appraisal amounts. Mr. Kane stated he had 
not heard back from the appraiser yet. Mr. Kane stated the current amount of the 
appraisal is $4250.00. Mr. Auclair made a motion to waive with the reading of the 
resolution and that the resolution becomes part of the record. Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion, so voted. Mr. Kane prepared a Resolution for the Commission as follows: 
 
 The Burrillville Sewer Commission requests the Town Council of the Town of 
Burrillville to pass a resolution authorizing the Burrillville Sewer Commission to acquire 
land or other real property, or any interest estate, or right therein, by eminent domain in 
the manner prescribed by Chapter 1 of Title 24 of the General Laws of the Stated of 
Rhode Island, as amended, and the Burrillville Town Charter. 
 
 The Commission hereby determines that the public interest and convenience 
makes necessary the acquisition of land, or an interest or estate or right therein for the 
purpose of constructing, maintaining and operating a system of sewers of the Town of 
Burrillville. 
 



  This request for approval is limited to the parcels described in the 
following Plans of Easement and Land taking prepared by Beta Engineering, Inc. 
entitled:  
 

(1) Board of Sewer Commissioners 
          Town of Burrillville, Rhode Island 

                                                        Plan of Land taking 11 
                                                                March 2004 
                                                       Revised March 2006 
 

(2) Board of Sewer Commissioners 
                                              Town of Burrillville, Rhode Island 

        Plan of Easement 98 
              March 2004 
        Revised March 2006  

 
  Passed a Resolution of the Board of Sewer Commissioners this _________ 
day of April, 2006.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to authorize that a check for $4250.00 be made out to the 
Registry of the Superior Court which is the appraised value for both the permanent and 
temporary taking. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
The second item was the addendum to the agenda, Beta letter 04/21/2006 – Payment 
Application No. 9 (Contract 19A-1). Mr. Skerpan stated the total amount payable this 
application is $67,018.56. Mr. Skerpan also stated that $59,347.06 is to be paid out of 
SRF. The remaining $7,671.50 relates to the Interceptor Bond Fund. Mr. Skerpan stated 
the bulk of this pay application is for the generator at the pump station. Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to approve pay application #9 for payment in the amount $67,018.56. Mr. Auclair 
seconded the motion, so voted. Mr. Auclair made a motion to authorize the staff to make 
a payment for $7,671.50 for the Interceptor Bond Payment and to request the $59, 347.06 
from the SRF. Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion, so voted. 
 
The next item was a discussion of South Shore Utility. Mr. Skerpan stated that the 
Commission has, over the last several months, been receiving letters from different 
suppliers for South Shore under Contract 19A-1 which indicate that they have 
outstanding balances with the contractor. Mr. Skerpan stated he had received a letter 
today from Lynch which requests a joint check be issued to J.H. Lynch and South Shore 
in regards to the paving elements that were done last fall. Mr. Skerpan stated South Shore 
has some outstanding balances with the Laborers Union in regards to benefits paid to 
their work staff. Mr. Skerpan also stated the biggest item he has concerns about is the 
paving restoration specifically on Victory Highway. Mr. Skerpan stated Henry Rosciti Sr. 
contacted his office last week. Mr. Skerpan stated he met with Mr. Rosciti and he 
indicated that he had a meeting with the bonding company this week to try and straighten 
out the problem. Mr. Skerpan also stated that Mr. Rosciti’s company, Rosciti 
Construction, was going to bail out South Shore Utility and come in and complete the 



work in Burrillville. Mr. Skerpan stated he told Mr. Rosciti that he would need to have 
written correspondence from South Shore and Rosciti Construction that clarifies the 
situation as a matter of record. Mr. Skerpan also stated that he would need to have a letter 
from the bonding company indicating exactly what there intentions are and if indeed they 
are going to allow Rosciti Construction to finish the work without any intervention. Mr. 
Skerpan also stated that if Rosciti forces were going to be on site he would to have 
insurance certificates indicating that they are insured to the limits of the contract. Mr. 
Skerpan stated that his main intent is to complete the job as quickly as possible. Mr. 
Rabideau asked if the Commission should deal with the bonding company at all. Mr. 
Kane stated that the Commission should not until the bonding company officially 
contacts us. Mr. Rabideau asked if the Commission had any obligation to instead of 
paying South Shore to pay their contractors directly. Mr. Kane stated the Commission did 
not. Mr. Kane stated the Commission could say to South Shore, that because these 
contractors have notified the Commission that they have not been paid, the Commission 
is going to withhold the money unless the Commission can issue a joint check to you 
with the contractor. Mr. Kane asked about the MBE/WBE requirements. Mr. Skerpan 
stated the contractors, South Shore and Parkside, have indicated that they are going to use 
a MBE/WBE to do all of their pavement restorations. Mr. Skerpan stated he had asked 
the contractors to provide the companies names and a copy of the written contract 
indicating that that company is going to actually do the work and that they are certified in 
the State of Rhode Island. Mr. Skerpan stated he had a site meeting with Jay Manning 
and he did inform him as to what was going on with South Shore.  
 
The next item was a discussion of the status of LaGinestra. Mr. Kane stated that he had 
sent a letter to the attorney for LaGinestra which outlined the four conditions the 
Commission had voted on and that once the Commission had assurance from them that 
they would meet those conditions the Commission would accept their discharge. Mr. 
Kane stated that three days later he received a letter back indicating that LaGinestra had 
wired the bypass shut and put a metal device on it and that they would send the 
Commission the certified lab copies of the testing results. Mr. Kane stated the letter did 
not address the Commission’s request for the O&M manual or that if violations were 
found and not corrected in a timely manner that their flow would be shut off. Mr. Kane 
then stated that he had asked Mr. Martin to call LaGinestra and tell them they were not to 
discharge any of their waste into our system until they heard back from Mr. Kane. Mr. 
Kane stated he wrote back to LaGinestra’s attorney and told them their response did not 
give the Commission the assurances that they requested. Mr. Kane also stated that he had 
spoken with Mr. Martin and Mr. Martin told him that if LaGinestra gave him the size of 
the bypass he could get a metal seal to put on it and if they needed they can break it and 
then notify the Commission. Mr. Kane stated he then received a letter back that stated 
LaGinestra would meet the four conditions and also that they had wired the bypass shut 
and sealed it and that in no way if the bypass was used was going to dump directly into 
the sewer system. Mr. Kane stated he was bothered by the fact that LaGinestra had never 
given the Commission the size of the bypass so they could be given a seal to put on it. 
Mr. Kane stated he sent a letter to LaGinestra stating just that and he received a response 
that they were agreeable to the conditions. Mr. Kane then stated that he indicated to 
LaGinestra they could start discharging on Friday. Mr. Kane asked Mr. Martin if he was 



able to tell that the plant was receiving their discharge. Mr. Martin stated he could not 
tell. Mr. Rabideau requested that an item be placed on next month’s agenda to schedule a 
joint workshop with the Town Council to update them on the status of LaGinestra. Mr. 
Kane stated that the latest letter from DEM should be on next month’s agenda as well. 
Mr. Kane also stated that the Commission should decide if they are going to review the 
O&M manual or leave it up to DEM. Mr. Wolfe stated that at some point in time there 
should be an agenda item to look at the Rules & Regulations that deal with industrial 
discharge and pretreatment plants. Mr. Rabideau stated he had received a letter from 
DEM with LaGinestra’s actual discharge permit. Mr. Rabideau asked that the other 
Commission members receive a copy of DEM’s letter and the discharge permit and that it 
be placed on next month’s meeting as an agenda item to discuss the permit. Mr. Martin 
stated the Commission had a letter from DEM stating that cooling water cannot go in the 
pretreatment system, and then there was a subsequent phone conversation where DEM 
stated they changed their mind and it could go into the system. Mr. Martin stated now the 
permit says the cooling water is going to be discharged to the roof drains. Mr. Martin 
stated the drawing on the back of the permit was the first time the Commission had any 
indication as to where the cooling water was going.  
 
Mr. Kane stated the next item the Commission needed to discuss was the SRF funding. 
Mr. Kane stated that as a result of the last Commission meeting he informed the Town 
Manager that he felt a meeting needed to be scheduled. Mr. Kane stated he had spoken 
with Mr. Skerpan and found out that SRF did not want to include allowing grinder pumps 
in the funding. Mr. Skerpan stated that when he had the meeting with Jay Manning he 
asked him what was and wasn’t eligible under the funding. Mr. Skerpan stated Mr. 
Manning told him that grinder pumps were not an eligible cost at this time. Mr. Skerpan 
stated he asked Mr. Manning why the Commission had not heard this before seeing as 
Contract 19B-1, which basically an order of approval has been issued, and the certificate 
of approval does include grinder pumps. Mr. Skerpan then stated he asked Mr. Manning 
at what time will the pumps be included. Mr. Skerpan stated that Mr. Manning told him 
that was up to EPA. Mr. Skerpan stated the only way the SRF would fund the grinder 
pumps is if the Commission owned and maintained them. Mr. Skerpan stated he would 
not recommend that on residential property. Mr. Skerpan stated the cost for the pumps is 
over $100,000. Mr. Kane stated that at the meeting with the SRF the Commission needs 
to determine if there is an advance available and what cost are connected with that and if 
their funding is going to be the Town’s, under the general law of being able to borrow up 
to 3% financing. Mr. Kane then stated the Commission needs to make a determination if 
they are going to request that the funding be increased from $3 million to $3.5 million. 
Mr. Kane stated the meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 3 at the SRF office. Mr. 
Kane suggested that SRF funding be put on the agenda for the next meeting. Mr. 
Rabideau asked if the Commission could expand Parkside’s contract to do some of the 
work that the Commission has planned. Mr. Skerpan stated that he would look into that. 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he had had a request from the school department for a workshop to 
talk about the Middle School. Mr. Rabideau asked that the scheduling of the workshop 
with the school committee be place on the agenda for the May meeting. Mr. Skerpan 
stated he was going to be getting in touch with Gordon Richardson regarding the school. 



Mr. Rabideau stated Mr. Skerpan could still contact Mr. Richardson and the Commission 
would schedule a workshop with the school committee.  
 
Being no further business to come before the Commission Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
adjourn. Mr. Auclair seconded the motion, so voted.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Stacey Richard 
Financial Aide          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     


