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Charter Review Commission Minutes 
 Monday, April 28, 2014 at 7:00 P.M. 

Council Chamber, Barrington Town Hall 
Charter Review Commission: 
Present:  Anthony Arico, Jeffrey Brenner, John Cregan, Mary Alyce Gasbarro, Joel 
Hellmann, James Jackson, Allan Klepper, Joan Warren and Town Clerk Meredith DeSisto 
 
Absent:  Patricia Adams, Paul Dulchinos, and Tim Sweetser 
 
Chair Brenner called the Charter Review Commission meeting to order at 7:25 P.M. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 31, 2014 
Motion by Mr. Arico and seconded by Mr. Klepper to accept the minutes of the meeting 
on March 31, 2014, as amended.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION ON JOHN CREGAN’S PROPOSAL TO ADD SECTIONS TO THE 
TOWN CHARTER – HOUSING BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND THE AMEY TUCKER 
SPENCER FUND 
Mr. Cregan withdrew his proposal to include Housing Board of Trustees and the Amey 
Tucker Spencer Fund within the Charter, because he believes these matters constitute 
policy issues more than Charter language changes. 
 
Chair Brenner stated he included language presented from Mr. Cregan regarding Title 
14 TOWN SOLICITOR. 
 
DISCUSSION OF WORDING OF EXISTING TOWN CHARTER  
Chair Brenner acknowledged the efforts of the members of the Commission who 
contributed to the potential edits to the existing Charter. 
 
Chair Brenner stated he did not include an IT Director in the “redline” draft edits.   
 
Chair Brenner stated he changed all penalties from five hundred ($500.00) to one 
thousand dollars ($1000.00) throughout the “redline” draft edits. 
 
It was the consensus of the members not to change section 1-3-7 PUBLIC HIGHWAYS -  
outright as a matter of law and to remove section 1-3-11 EFFECT OF STATE LAW. 
 
Chapter 4 CODES OF ETHICS 
Mr. Jackson stated that all Town of Barrington elected and appointed officials and 
employees by state law are subject to the Rhode Island Code of Ethics contained in 
Chapter 14 of Title 36 of the Rhode Island General Laws.  Additionally the Town 
approved at a Referendum in 2002 the provision that no Town 
Official/employee/appointee shall act for compensation as agent or attorney for any 
person or organization before the Town Council or any Town Board, commission or 
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committee.  This provision is contained in the last sentence of Section 1-4-3.  Town 
officials and employees must look to the State Code of Ethics and this additional 
provision to govern their conduct.  Proposed elimination of 16-2-4 and other language 
in 1-4-1 and 1-4-2 will eliminate any possible confusion or inconsistency with the State 
Code of Ethics. Discussion ensued. Mr. Klepper commented that Cities and Towns may 
make the rules more stringent than less stringent.  Mr. Jackson stated that a person 
may go to the State Ethics Committee and receive an opinion. 
 
TITLE 2 TOWN COUNCIL 
Discussion ensued regarding removing a sentence regarding the dates.  Chair Brenner 
stated he left that wording in place because of historical clarification. 
 
2-1-4 COMPENSATION 
Discussion ensued regarding compensation for elected officials which may be handled 
by the Committee on Appropriations.  
 
Mr. Hellmann stated he will send additional language/comments regarding to Chair 
Brenner. 
 
2-1-6 POWERS 
Discussion ensued whether (l) can be removed since it falls under a town ordinance.   
Chair Brenner requested Town Clerk Meredith DeSisto to email the 2013-14 Salary 
Ordinance to the Charter Review members. 
 
2-1-9 MEETINGS 
It was the consensus of the members to change the time of the first meeting from 
8:00pm to 7:00pm 
 
TITLE 3 TOWN MANAGER 
Chair Brenner stated he did not include language for an Assistant Town Manager. 
 
3-1-1 QUALIFICATIONS 
Discussion ensued regarding residency of the Town Manager. 
 
Mrs. Gasbarro is in favor of residency requirements. 
 
Mr. Arico suggested that a waiver may be implemented. 
 
3-1-5 FINANCIAL REPORT 
It was the consensus of the members to retain this section. 
 
4-2-1 BOARD OF CANVASSERS 
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Discussion ensued regarding the appointees party affiliation.   Chair Brenner requested 
Town Clerk Meredith DeSisto to research with the Board of Elections if this is a state 
law. 
  
6-1-4 DUTIES AND POWERS 
Chair Brenner requested Town Clerk Meredith DeSisto to ask Finance Director Kathy 
Raposa if the word voucher can be replaced with purchase order and to circulate the 
information to the members of the Charter. 
 
6-2-1 ACCOUNTING SUPERVISION AND CONTROL (c) It was the consensus of the 
members to keep this section as written. 
 
6-2-2 DEPARTMENT BUDGETS 
It was the consensus of the members to remove last sentence:  Budgets and revisions 
thereto submitted by the School Committee shall be automatically approved by the 
Town manager, or treated as approved if the aggregate thereof does not exceed the 
total appropriation available to the school department for the budget year. 
 
Mr. Klepper stated the unexpended funds revert to the general fund or to be put 
towards the New Year. 
 
6-2-3 BUDGET CONTROL 
Discussion ensued.  Mr. Jackson is not in favor of adding this language. 
 
6-4-2 PROPOSED BUDGET 
Discussion ensued to remove the last line in this section.  There was no consensus of 
the members.  
 
DISCUSSION OF FUTURE DAY/DATE/TIME OF MEETINGS 
The date of Monday, May 12, 2014 at 7:00 pm has been scheduled for the next 
meeting of the Charter Review Commission. 
 
DISCUSS AND ACT ON AGENDA TOPICS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
Chair Brenner stated we will resume discussion of the “redline” draft with Title 7- 
Financial Town Meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
ADJOURN 
Motion by Mr. Cregan and seconded by Mrs. Gasbarro to adjourn the Charter Review 
Commission meeting at 9:12 P.M.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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       ________________________________ 
       Meredith J. DeSisto, Town Clerk 
 


