
14644056.1 
  

Charter Review Commission Minutes 
 Monday, September 16, 2013 at 7:00 P.M. 

Council Chamber, Barrington Town Hall 
 

Present:  Patricia Adams, Anthony Arico, Jeffrey Brenner, John Cregan, Mary Alyce Gasbarro, 
Joel Hellmann, James Jackson, Allan Klepper, Timothy Sweetser, Joan Warren and Town Clerk 
Meredith DeSisto 
Absent: Paul Dulchinos 
 
Town Clerk Meredith DeSisto called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
The Committee members introduced themselves and summarized their backgrounds. 
 
CHARGE OF THE COMMISSION: 
The Town Clerk charged the Commission in accordance with the Charge approved by the Town 
Council.  The Town Clerk distributed copies of the Charter to each member of the Commission.   
 
ELECTION OF A CHAIRPERSON 
A motion by Anthony Arico and seconded by Timothy Sweetser to nominate Jeffrey Brenner as 
Chair.  Patricia Adams made a motion to nominate James Jackson as Chair.  Mr. Jackson 
declined the nomination, so there was no second.  A vote was taken with eleven members 
present and one member absent.  All were in favor to elect Jeffrey Brenner as the Chair for the 
2013-2014 Charter Review Commission. 
 
COMMUNICATION WITH THE PUBLIC 
Chair Brenner stated PATCH, East Bay Newspapers – Barrington Times, and the Providence 
Journal would be notified of upcoming meetings and communications.  The Town’s Web Site 
will also be updated continuously to contain meeting notices, minutes, and communications.  
Discussion ensued regarding compliance with the Rhode Island Open Meetings Laws.  Chair 
Brenner stated that future agendas will contain a section for public comment and minutes will 
be made available to the public.   
 
LETTER/SURVEY TO BOARDS/COMMISSIONS AND OTHERS 
Chair Brenner will review and update the letter used with the Charter Review Commission of 
2003-2004.  The Clerk’s Office will send the letter to the previously distributed list of recipients.  
Chair Brenner suggested adding the press to the list of proposed recipients.  Patricia Adams 
suggested printing the letter in the newspapers.  Chair Brenner stated the Commission does not 
have budgeted money for legal advertisements and that a press release should suffice.  
Discussion ensued concerning possible issues to consider when reviewing the Charter.   
 
FUTURE DAY/TIME OF MEETINGS 
The Commission is scheduled to meet at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at the Barrington 
Town Hall on the following dates:  September 30, October 21 (invite Town Council, Town 
Manager and Finance Director), November 18 (invite School Committee, School Superintendent 
and School Finance Director), December 9, 2013, and January 13 and 27, 2014.  Additional 
meetings will be scheduled in 2014.   
Motion by Timothy Sweetser and seconded by John Cregan to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 P.M.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
      __________________________________ 
     Meredith J. DeSisto, Town Clerk 


