
                                             Barrington Conservation Commission 

                                       Minutes for Tuesday, July 9, 2013, Meeting 

                                    School Committee Room, Barrington Town Hall 

 

In attendance: Cyndee Fuller, Ed Ionata, David Boyes, Joseph Roberts. 

Call to Order and Minutes: Cyndee called the meeting to order at 7:35.  The May 
2013 meeting minutes were reviewed and Cyndee recommended a correction of a 
typographical error. Cyndee made a motion to approve as corrected, seconded by 
Joseph.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

Review of the June 2013 meeting minutes was tabled to a future meeting 

Zoning Board/New Applications: 

No new applications. 

Review Last Month’s Applications (Joseph) 

Application #3715   Joseph Francis, 175 Poppasquash Road, Bristol, RI 02809 
The application for construction of a new home on Washington Road, Assessor’s Plat 
14 Lot 407, was withdrawn at the Zoning Board with the intent to reapply.  The 
proponent attended the Conservation Commission meeting with an altered plan for 
review and was advised that he must reapply and be included on a posted agenda 
for future review.  He was reminded that the clarity of the wetlands delineation and 
the location of the proposed house were noted as reasons for the Conservation 
Commission’s recommended denial of the original application. 

Application #3719. Edwin and Deborah Barton, 298 Rumstick Road, 
Barrington, RI 02806 – Approved by the Zoning Board. 

Application #3720. William Fleming, 9 Baron Road, Barrington, RI 02806 – 
Approved by the Zoning Board. 

 Town Council Update: 

No Town Council update was presented. 

St. Andrew’s School, Review of proposed tennis courts/drainage 

The Town Council  had earlier requested that the Commission review the proposed 
tennis court project and offer a recommendation to inform the Council’s decision on 
a required zoning change for the project.  James Meehan and Alan Nunes from St. 
Andrew’s School and Sean Ainsworth from Insite Engineering represented the 
project proponent.  Arlene Violet, 499 County Road, and Maria de Amorim, 500 



County Road represented neighborhood interests.  Ms. Violet presented a petition 
signed by 28 neighborhood residents voicing concerns with the proposed project. 

The project proponents reviewed the design and the drainage calculations and 
demonstrated that the net runoff from the site post- construction is calculated to be 
less than the current pre-construction levels.  A discussion of the direction of the 
runoff from significant (10 year and 100 year) storms not collected by the drainage 
system occurred. 

Residents Violet and de Amorim stated that increased local residential basement 
flooding has occurred since the perimeter roadway was installed in 2008, and that 
concerns exist about the additional runoff from the proposed tennis court as well as 
the loss of trees visually buffering the campus from residences. 

The Commission discussed all of the information presented.  It was pointed out that 
some of the concerns raised about basement flooding may be more directly tied to 
the intensity of storms over recent years, producing widespread groundwater rise 
and basement flooding in many areas of Barrington.  It was also pointed out that 
measures should be taken to ensure that the tennis court drainage does not 
exacerbate such conditions. 

Based upon the discussion and input from both the project proponents and 
residents, a list of mitigating conditions was developed.  The representatives of St. 
Andrew’s School agreed with the conditions.   A motion was made by Ed Ionata 
stating: 

“The Conservation Commission recommends approval for the proposed tennis 
courts and drainage system with the following conditions and modifications: 

 

1) Enhance the overflow swale running from the existing detention pond to the 
wetland area and ultimately to the 36 inch drainage line to ensure that any 
discharge over the drainage pond weirs is channeled directly to the wetland 
area and the drainage line without running off to the north. 

2) Replace approximately 100 feet of the proposed pipe running from the tennis 
court perimeter drain to the detention pond with a crushed stone-packed 
trench enclosing a perforated pipe in order to facilitate collection of local 
surface and roadway runoff.  The crushed stone-packed trench location 
should be placed at the terminal 100 feet of the proposed pipe adjacent to the 
existing detention pond. 

3) Modify the southern edge of the tennis court perimeter trench drain to direct 
any overflow from the trench toward the soccer field. 

4)  Provide additional plantings to visually buffer the eastern side of the tennis 
courts. 



5) Maintain all components of the existing and proposed drainage system and 
coordinate with the Town of Barrington to clean out and maintain the 
drainage channel extending from Middle Highway to the 36” drainage pipe 
west of the detention pond.” 

The motion was seconded by Cyndee Fuller and passed unanimously.  
Cyndee will compose a letter providing the recommendation to the Town 
Council. 

Commissioner Tasks: 

No reports.  

Miscellaneous: 
 
Joseph reported that he reviewed correspondence from a resident concerning the 
recent Bristol County Water Authority water quality report and saw no need for 
further action. 
 
David requested that a representative of the YMCA, along with the design 
consultants for the recent facility improvements, be invited to the next meeting to 
explain the implementation of the drainage system for the parking lot.  Recent 
observations indicate that the system is not completed. 
 
Adjournment:  
 
Ed moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:35.  Cyndee seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Ed Ionata, Acting Secretary 


