
BUILDING BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING

Thursday, February 28, 2008

7:00 P.M. COUNCIL CHAMBERS - TOWN HALL

Present:		Tom Billups ¡V Chairman, Mark Hanchar, and Noah Szosz

      

Also Present:  	Robert Speaker, Building Official and Valerie Carroll,

Secretary

The Chairman, Mr. Billups, called the meeting to order at 7:05.

Mr. Szosz moved to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2007

Building Board of Review Meeting as written.  Mr. Hanchar seconded

the motion and it carried 3-0.

  

Appeal of a Requirement of the Building Official from Paul & Ritza

Dulchinos, Appellants and Owners, for property at 20 Walnut Road,

Barrington, RI; Assessor¡¦s Plat 17, Lot 220

Present:	Paul Dulchinos, Owner

		

There was no one in the audience to speak for or against the

application.

Exhibits:	Photos of existing conditions



Mr. Dulchinos explained that a previous owner had finished the lower

level of his split-level home.  He was seeking to convert the attached

garage to a family room and meet the existing conditions of the lower

level.  He is seeking relief for the existing 7¡¨ wide beam.  The ceiling

height requirement is 7¡¦ under beams, however the height under the

existing beam is 6¡¦ 7.5¡¨.  It was noted that if the space were below

grade it would be considered a basement and the beam height would

be allowable, but because the lower level is above grade the

requirement is higher.

Mr. Dulchinos noted that he had originally planned to utilize the beam

area as a doorway and that there would be a partition under the beam

with the door.  During the course of construction, they decided they

would like to have the room open without a partition and doorway. 

Therefore he is seeking this relief.  The proposal would allow for the

new space to match the existing space.  If he were required to tuck

the beam up into the ceiling it would require him to cut into the floor

joists, which could become a safety concern.  It was also noted that

there are two exterior doors on the lower level.

VOTE:		Mr. Szosz moved to approve the application.  Mr. Billups

seconded the motion at it passed 2-1, with Mr. Hanchar opposing.

Mr. Szosz explained that he was in favor of approving the application

for the following reasons:

„«	The home owner wishes to match the conditions of the existing



home

„«	The beam would be no different than the cased door opening,

which was permitted.

„«	There are multiple means of egress from the space

The board was in agreement that the beam height does not constitute

a safety concern.

At 7:35 Mr. Szosz moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Hanchar

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Valerie Carroll

Secretary


