
BUILDING BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING

Tuesday, December 11, 2007

7:00 P.M. COUNCIL CHAMBERS - TOWN HALL

Present:		Tom Billups – Chairman, Mark Hanchar, Chet Orciuch, and

Noah Szosz

      

Also Present:  	Robert Speaker, Building Official and Valerie Carroll,

Secretary

The Chairman, Mr. Billups, called the meeting to order at 7:00.

Mr. Szosz moved to approve the minutes of the October 30, 2007

Building Board of Review Meeting as written.  Mr. Orciuch seconded

the motion and it passed 3-0 with Mr. Hanchar abstaining. 

  

Appeal of a Requirement of the Building Official from Bob & Julie

Benson Appellants and Owners, for property at 29 Melrose Avenue,

Barrington, RI; Assessor’s Plat 26, Lot 386.

Present:	Bob Benson, Owner

		Jorge Duarte, Builder

There was no one in the audience to speak for or against the

application.



Mr. Benson explained that they are constructing a two-story addition

and they are seeking to keep the same ceiling and floor heights as in

the existing structure so that the house will match visually.  Due to

the owner’s handicapped daughter, it is also important not to have a

step between the old and the new sections, as it will be a tripping

hazard.

The proposed ceiling height would be 7’4” on the first floor and 7'1 ½

“ on the second floor.  The code requires a height of 7’6” for habitable

spaces.  It was noted that the second floor hall, closets and bathroom

meet the minimum height requirements; it is only the bedroom that

requires relief. After discussion with the contractor, the Board felt

that it would be possible to reframe the second floor bedroom, raising

the ceiling height, in the in order to make it comply with the

requirement.

VOTE:		Mr. Hanchar moved to approve the first-floor portion of the

application, stipulating that it must match the existing first floor, and

deny the second floor portion of the application.  Mr. Orciuch

seconded the motion at it passed unanimously (4-0).

Mr. Hanchar explained that he was in favor of approving the

application for the following reasons:

&#61656;	The homeowner needs the floor heights to match in order to



serve the needs 

       of their special needs child.

At 7:25 Mr. Szosz moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Orciuch

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Valerie Carroll

Secretary


