Barrington Committee on Appropriations

Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2015

Opening
The regular meeting of the Barrington Committee on Appropriations was called to order
at 7:05 pm on March 10, 2015 in the Barrington Senior Center by Geoff Grove.

Present

Geoff Grove, Peter Clifford, Peter Dennehy, and Chad Mollica. Also in attendance:
Mike Messore, School Superintendent; Ron Tarro, School Finance Director; and Kate
Brody, School Committee Chairwoman

Approval of Agenda
The agenda was unanimously approved as distributed.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the February 24 and March 3 meetings were e-mailed too late for a vote
at this meeting. They will be voted on at the next meeting, 3/24.

Open Issues
Ron Tarro promised to provide requested data by end of the week.

Mike Messore presented the proposed School budget and reflected on the
accomplishments of the last school year. The All-day Kindergarten implementation went
smoothly last year; the rollout of the tech initiative was successful; a math specialist was
added. Barrington students scored well on tests comparing students across the globe.
Elementary bathrooms are now a point of pride. This year, the student assessment via
PARCC will be in line with Common Core. The goal is to have a one-to-one
ChromeBook for all students. Schools would like to add a Resource Officer to be
proactive in school security — cost to be shared with Town. Also proposed is the addition
of a Tech Fellow for a 2-year term. This person will be hired from within the ranks.

Ron Tarro said they expect an additional healthcare cost of about $46,000 in the coming
year. If the ACA legislation remains in place, in 2018 the current design of the health
plan may be subject to the Cadillac Tax penalty. Health insurance costs are projected to
increase 5% to 7%. Salary and benefits equal about 86% of the budget.

The Schools’ request for capital was denied by the Planning CIP subcommittee. Current
School Committee capital reserve is $1.7 million as of 6/30. Any surplus from this year’s
budget that exceeds 1% of the budget will be added to the capital reserve account.



Leaders of the School Committee, School Administration, Appropriations Committee,
Town Council and Town Administration plan to meet to discuss the capital budget.

A meeting with the School Committee was tentatively planned for 3/31.

Agenda for Next Meeting
The committee will next meet on March 24 to discuss the Municipal budget with the
Town Manager and Town Finance Director.

Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 by Geoff Grove. The next general meeting will be at 7:00
pm on March 24, 2015, in the Barrington Senior Center.

Minutes submitted by:  Chad Mollica

Approved by: Geoff Grove
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