
Barrington Committee on Appropriations 

Meeting Minutes 
March 3, 2015 

Opening 
The regular meeting of the Barrington Committee on Appropriations was called to order 
at 7:03 pm on March 3, 2015 in Barrington Senior Center by Geoff Grove. 

Present 
Attendees: Geoff Grove, Peter Dennehy, Chad Mollica, Melissa Horne, Peter Clifford 

Also in attendance:  Peter DeAngelis, Kathy Raposa, Jean Robertson 

Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was unanimously approved as distributed. 

Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the February 24th meeting were not ready and will be approved at the next 
meeting. 

Open Issues 
All COA members acknowledged receipt of school budget via e-mail.   

Remainder of meeting was devoted to discussion of the Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP).  No recommendations were made, but there was a lot of discussion that led to a 
good understanding of the proposed budget.  Some of the highlights:  

• The budget was developed using established priorities within the historical limit 
of about 1M$.  

• In the past, school capital items are frequently not included in the CIP.  For this 
year, the school capital budget will be reviewed separately with the school 
administration.  

• There was a general discussion about the distinction between capital and 
operating expenditures.  While several items could be treated as operating 
expenditures, there is better control and more flexibility when they are put in 
capital reserve accounts  

• More information is needed on the 800 MHz Radio System.  
• While the Public Works request is much higher than recent years, it is comparable 

to past years.  Grants have reduced recent year requirements.  



• There was general discussion about contracted services.  While it has been 
favorable for refuse collection, there is concern about some critical services, like 
snow plowing and road maintenance.  

• Environmental Issues funding is follow up to landfill capping activities.  
• Opal Software is commonly used in the State and replaces existing software that 

has become expensive to support.  
• The proposed Senior Van will be more accessible for the handicapped.  
• The bulk of Energy Planning/Projects funds are to purchase streetlights which 

will result in reduced maintenance cost - less than 2 year payback. 

Agenda for Next Meeting 
The School budget will be presented by the School Administration and Finance Director. 

Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm by Geoff Grove. The next general meeting will be at 
7:00 pm on March 10, 2015, in Barrington Senior Center. 

Minutes submitted by: Peter Clifford 

Approved by: Geoff Grove 
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